NOXIOUS WEEDS BILL 1891

House of Assembly, 23 September 1891, page 1261

Second reading

Mr. WHITE moved the second reading. He would not dwell on the Bill, as he understood the Government were not opposed to it.

The Bill was read a second time.

In Committee. Clauses 1 and 2 passed.
Clause 3—“Power of Commissioner of Crown Lands.” The TREASURER (Hon. T. Playford) questioned whether the clause contained sufficient provision to enable the Government to obtain money. If the subsidies were done away with altogether, they would have nothing out of which to deduct the amounts spent in clearing weeds. The Government should be able to make it a charge on the rates of a District Council. Mr. BUTLER asked Mr. White to resume, as he had made good progress, and they should have definite information. The star thistle was, however, spreading rapidly in his district, and he agreed that a Bill should be passed. Mr. MILLER would like more information as to the character of the weeds to be dealt with. Nothing should be hastily done. The Hon. C. C. KINGSTON said that the position was very simple. The local bodies had certain powers to destroy weeds. If they did not carry them out the Commissioner of Crown Lands could do the work and charge them with the expense. The expense was regarded as a debt, and could be recovered in the ordinary way if it amounted to more than the subsidy from which it could be deducted. Mr. GILLEN said the Bill should be hurried on, so that it might be useful this season. Between Hamley Bridge and Adelaide there was a great deal of the star thistle, which must be injurious. If it was not stopped it would become a serious trouble. Mr. MILLER said it was all very well to talk of recovering money, but it was another matter to destroy the weeds. Thousands of pounds had been spent in endeavouring to destroy the Scotch and variegated thistles, and now the Bill had been repealed, and the weeds had not been destroyed. The star thistle was a great nuisance. It was not properly understood, and there were many different varieties of it, so that it was difficult to understand which was really the star thistle. (Hon. C. C. Kingston—“Let some experts sit on it.” Laughter.) He allowed the Bill to be hurried under protest. Mr. CALDWELL said there could be no possible harm in passing the measure. Mr. BURGOYNE agreed that there should be no delay. Any amendment could be inserted in the Bill in the Legislative Council if necessary. Mr. O’LOUGHLIN said Mr. White deserved thanks for introducing the Bill, and he deprecated any attempt to bunk the measure. Mr. BUTLER said the District Council at Mallala had taken every precaution to get the settlers in that district to destroy the weeds. There was no great need tor rush in passing the Bill just now, and he asked the hon. member in charge to report progress. Mr. WHITE said that there was nothing under the old Act to compel local bodies to destroy weeds, and it was very advisable that prompt action should be taken or it would be too late to destroy the weeds. Thousands of young thistles were growing now. (Mr. Butler—“They are just starting.”) That was bad enough. Clause passed.

Remaining clauses passed. Report agreed to; third reading September 24.
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