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Mr. ASH said that as nobody else had a bona-fide desire to speak, and as the Ministry were instigating hon. members to talk for the purpose of stonewalling—a course which would recoil upon themselves if they pursued it much further— he wished to say a few words in reply.  The matter involved in the Bill was a very small one, and yet it was important to 200 or 300 men.  For some undiscovered reason the Government this session appeared to be desirous of maintaining an injustice in our present law, and they blocked every attempt to deal with it.  Under the law of 1878 it was absolutely illegal to use any sort of net for river fishing, and from week to week fishermen along the Murray were being worried by the sub - inspector of fisheries.  Occasionally their nets were seized, and then they had to write to their representatives in Parliament, who in turn often waited upon the Minister for the purpose of getting the nets restored to their owners.  This sort of thing had been going on for nearly two years.  At the beginning of last session he had brought forward a Bill similar to the one under discussion, but the Government of the day had professed themselves anxious to deal with the matter, and had persuaded him to withdraw the measure so that they might introduce a Bill dealing with the same subject.  He acquiesced and the result was that nothing was done at all.  The unfortunate men he had previously alluded to were constantly harassed and in some cases were put to actual expense.  On the first day of the present session, he had given notice of his intention to introduce this Bill, and afterwards the Government had brought forward another measure, and were now pursuing similar tactics to those adopted last session.  Although four months had gone nothing had been done.  Fishermen were writing him at least once a week complaining of the seizure of their nets, and altogether he wished to go on with this Bill.  The Government were clouding the issue by bringing forward a lot of irrelevant matters in another Bill.  All that he desired was that the law should be so altered as to make it legal to fish with nets in rivers.  He would press this matter to a division.

The SPEAKER pointed out that there were two Bills on the notice-paper dealing with practically the same subject.  Of course it was quite competent for Mr. Ash and the House to proceed with the Bill under discussion, but if the House decided to proceed with the present Bill it would not be competent to proceed with the other Bill on the notice-paper.

