PHYLLOXERA ACT AMENDMENT BILL 1966

House of Assembly, 10 November 1966, page 2955

Second reading

The Hon. G. A. BYWATERS (Minister of Agriculture) obtained leave and introduced a Bill for an Act to amend the Phylloxera Act, 1936-1963, as amended by the Statute Law Revision Act, 1965.  Read a first time.

The Hon. G. A. BYWATERS: I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time. 

Its purpose is to alter the boundaries of the districts as scheduled in the principal Act with a view to providing for the grape producing districts a more equitable representation on the Phylloxera Board.  The vignerons for each district defined in the Second Schedule to the principal Act elect a member to represent that district on the Phylloxera Board.  The present boundaries of each district were fixed in 1899 when there was virtually no horticulture along the Murray River.  Now the irrigated areas of the Murray River produce over 70 per cent of the grapes produced in this State.  At present the Murray River district has only one representative on the Phylloxera Board.  The proposed alteration divides the irrigated areas into three districts, giving this area a more equitable representation on the Phylloxera Board.

A further reason for the alteration of the boundaries is to eliminate the division of the Barossa Valley which is now divided between District No. 2 and District No. 3.  Part of the Murray River area is also included in District No. 3 and the new boundaries have been chosen so that these unnatural divisions will be avoided.  Statistics collected by the Phylloxera Board will thereby be made more meaningful to the Grape Industry Advisory Committee when it uses them as a basis for making recommendations on the extent and location of future plantings.  As a result of the alteration of the boundaries of the districts it has been necessary to make transitional provisions providing in some cases for the members elected for the new districts to succeed the members elected for the former districts which will go out of existence, and in other cases for members elected for the former districts to continue in office representing new districts which are substantially the same as the former districts.

I shall now deal with the clauses individually.  Clause 3 inserts a new section 10a into the principal Act.  This section spells out the transitional provisions.  It provides that the elective members for District No. 1, District No. 2, District No. 3 and District No. 4 at present in force shall remain in office until notice has been published in the Gazette declaring the names of the elective members elected at the 1967 election for District No. 1, District No. 2, District No. 4 and District No. 5 as defined in this Bill.  It also provides that when this Bill becomes law the elective members of the board elected for District No. 5, District No. 6 and District No. 7 as defined in the principal Act shall continue in office for the unexpired portion of their terms, i.e., until February, 1968, and shall be deemed to have been elected for and to represent the new District No. 3, District No. 6 and District No. 7 respectively.

Clause 4 repeals the Second Schedule in the principal Act and re-enacts a new Second Schedule defining the boundaries of the new districts.  New District No. 1 roughly comprises the whole of District No. 1 and District No. 4 as scheduled in the principal Act.  This new district includes the metropolitan area, Strathalbyn, Mount Barker, the South Coast area and Kangaroo Island.  New District No. 2 includes the whole of the Barossa Valley and is larger than the present District No. 2 as it takes in those portions of the Barossa Valley which are at present situated in District No. 3.  New District No. 3 is comprised of portion of the land which is at present in District No. 5.  It takes in Waikerie and includes the land surrounding the Murray River as it flows from Waikerie to its mouth.  New District No. 4 is also comprised of land at present included in District No. 5.  It includes the North Murray District in which the towns of Renmark, Barmera, Berri, Monash and Paringa lie.  New District No. 5 is comprised of the remainder of the land in the present District No. 5.  It includes the land in the district council district of Loxton and land south of this area taking in the Murray Mallee district.  New District No. 6 is practically identical to the present District No. 6 and takes in Yorke Peninsula, Eyre Peninsula, and all the land in this State north of the districts already specified.  New District No. 7 is also practically unchanged from the present District No. 7 and includes all the Upper and Lower South-East.  Before moving the second reading, I ask leave to display on the notice board a map showing the districts.

Leave granted.

Mr. NANKIVELL secured the adjournment of the debate.
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