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WATER CONSERVATION BILL 1900
House of Assembly, 23 October 1900, pages 279-80
Second reading

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL, in moving the second reading, said it was a short Bill for an Act to amend the Water Conservation Act, but specially designed to relieve the Wilmington Water Trust from the difficulties into which they had unfortunately got owing to their scheme proving unproductive.  On the initiation of the scheme they had to take over a debt of £5,000, and they incurred fresh liabilities in improving their scheme.  The present condition of the trust placed them in the position that owing to the amount of their arrears of rates they were practically insolvent.  The Bill would relieve them and capitalize the arrears and interest, which amounted to nearly £900, and that amount would become due to the Commissioner.  The whole of Act 505 of 1891 was repealed by clause 2.  That was an Act which authorized the loan of £5,000 for the additional works for the scheme at Spring Creek, generally known as the Wilmington scheme, the distinct being known as the Wilmington Water District. That was the Act under which the district was established.  The Bill proposed to make in clause 3 a general provision which would apply to the Wilmington Trust that 
“Every advance or loan under the Waiter Conservation Acts to a board shall be applied by the board to the purpose for which the same was made, and shall be a debt due from such board to the Commissioner, and shall bear interest at such rate, not exceeding £4 per centum per annum, as the Commissioner may fix.  All interest accruing on any such advance or loan up to the time when the board shall have power to levy rates within its district in respect of any particular waterworks shall be capitalized and added to the advance or loan in respect of which such interest has accrued, and shall be deemed to be parti thereof, and interest shall thereafter be payable half-yearly in advance on such advance or loan.”  
Clause 4 provided that the provisions of that section should so far as applicable apply to loans or advances heretofore made.  Clause 5 extended the rating power given under the Water Conservation Act of 1886.  Section 106 of that Act read:— “Every board may, without the consent of the ratepayers in their district, at any time, and from time to time after ten days shall have elapsed from the giving of public notice of an assessment, declare a rate or rates for the general purposes of this Act on the ratable property, or on any part or pants of the ratable property, included in such assessment, and may, if they think fit, declare that such rates, or any of them, shall be payable only in certain part or parts (to be specified in such or any subsequent notice) of their district, or may declare that such rates shall be levied differentially in different parts of their district, provided that the maximum amount of rates so declared in respect of any particular property in the district for any one year shall not exceed 2s. in the pound on the assessed annual value of such property.  In the Bill before the Council the maximum rate was increased to 2s. 6d., with a short provision that in the case of any ratable tenement, the assessed annual value of which did not exceed £10, the board might declare a minimum annual rate of £1.  The other two clauses were merely machinery, one defining the word rate, and the other making it unnecessary to deposit three copies of the assessment, one being sufficient. In Victoria the experience of water trusts had been disastrous.  Fortunately South Australia had not started on anything like the scale there, where some millions of pounds had been lost.  In this colony they had adopted a much more prudent course, and the experience, even of that small trust, showed how careful they should be. (Hon. K. Lucas—“Why pay rent on the meters?”)  That was the provision under the trusts.
On the motion of the Hon. J. WARREN the debate was adjourned until Wednesday. October 24.
