IMPOUNDING ACT AMENDMENT BILL 1962

House of Assembly, 15 August 1962, page 550

Second reading

The Hon. D. N. BROOKMAN (Minister of Agriculture): I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

It is designed to make certain amendments to the Impounding Act, 1920-1947, which, upon representations made to the Government by various local government associations, have been recommended by the Local Government Advisory Committee. The major amendment proposed by the Bill will increase the penalties, fees, charges and rates for damage by trespassing cattle, prescribed by the Act, so as to bring them more into line with current money values.  The Bill also seeks to make certain amendments which will facilitate the carrying out of the objects of the principal Act. Under section 15 (3) of the principal Act, a person who impounds trespassing cattle on his own land shall not keep the cattle so impounded longer than three days. Considerable difficulty has, however, been experienced by such persons in tracing the owners of trespassing cattle within that short period, and the Local Government Advisory Committee has recommended that this period be increased to seven days. Clause 3 accordingly gives effect to this recommendation.

Sections 14 and 15 of the principal Act provide that trespassing cattle may be impounded in the nearest public pound or elsewhere in certain cases.  Clause 4 inserts a new section 15a, which will enable such cattle to be driven or led to the pound or place where the cattle are to be impounded or to be conveyed there by suitable means of transport.  A number of existing public pounds are long distances apart and it is therefore often not practicable to drive or lead cattle from the place of trespass to the nearest public pound.  Provision for enabling them to be conveyed by suitable means of transport would enable persons impounding cattle to despatch them to the nearest public pound without loss of time or undue inconvenience.

Section 25 of the principal Act provides, inter alia, that if cattle impounded in any public pound are not claimed by the owner within 24 hours of being impounded, the poundkeeper shall give notice of impounding to the owner of the cattle.  If the owner is known to the poundkeeper the notice must within 48 hours of the impounding be given to the owner by personal delivery or left at his usual or last known place of residence in the State.  But if the owner resides more than 10 miles away from the pound the notice may be sent by the earliest post after the expiration of 24 hours after the impounding. The Local Government Advisory Committee has recommended that the giving of notice by post will suffice in all circumstances.  Clause 5 accordingly substitutes for subsections (2) and (3) of the section two subsections which will enable the notice to be delivered personally or sent by post in all circumstances.

Clause 6 will increase the penalties for allowing a bull or entire horse to stray from £5 to £10 and for any ram from £2 to £5. Similarly, clause 7 will increase the penalty for allowing any cattle to stray in any street or public place from £5 to £50.  The fourth, fifth and sixth schedules of the principal Act prescribe the scales of fees chargeable by a ranger for the impounding of cattle and for poundage and the rates for damage by trespassing cattle.  These scales and rates have been unaltered since the principal Act was enacted in 1920, and are very much out of line with current values.  They have accordingly been revised on the recommendation of the Local Government Advisory Committee, and clause 8 gives effect to that recommendation by re-enacting those schedules as so revised.

Mr. FRANK WALSH secured the adjournment of the debate.
History of Agriculture South Australia

