APPROPRIATION (GRASSHOPPER DESTRUCTION) BILL 1955

House of Assembly, 24 November 1955, Page 1816

Second reading


The Hon. T. PLAYFORD (Premier and Treasurer) moved:—

That the Speaker do now leave the Chair and the House resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole to consider a further Supply being granted to Her Majesty.

Motion carried.

In Committee of Supply.

The Hon. T. PLAYFORD—I move:—
That towards defraying the salaries and other expenses of the undermentioned department the following additional sum during the year ending June 30, 1956, be granted.— Minister of Agriculture, miscellaneous £150,000.

Resolution agreed to, adopted in Committee of Ways and Means, and agreed to by the House. Bill introduced by the Treasurer and read a first time.

The Hon. T. PLAYFORD (Premier and Treasurer)—I move:—
That this Bill be now read a second time.

Its object is to appropriate from the General Revenue of the State the sum of £150,000 for the destruction of grasshoppers, and to provide for the manner in which that sum may be expended. At present expenditure on the destruction of grasshoppers is being financed by advances out of the Governor’s Appropriation Fund. Payments of two kinds are being made, namely, payments to councils for insecticides purchased by the councils and distributed among landowners, and payments for measures undertaken by the Minister of Agriculture. The Government desires to recoup to the Governor’s Appropriation Fund the amount of the advances, and, at the same time, to authorize future payments for expenditure incurred by councils and the Minister on the destruction of grasshoppers. Approval is sought for the appropriation of £150,000 for these purposes. Clauses 2 and 3 provide for the issue from the General Revenue of £150,000 and the application of that sum to destruction of grasshoppers. Clause 4 enables the Treasurer to make payments out of that sum to councils to meet expenditure incurred by the councils on the purchase of insecticides distributed among landowners, and to meet expenditure incurred by the Minister of Agriculture on the destruction of grasshoppers. Clause 5 enables the Treasurer to recoup the Governor’s Appropriation Fund from the amount appropriated by the Bill.

Mr. O’HALLORAN (Leader of the Opposition)—I agree with the purpose for which the money to be provided by this Bill will be expended. Excellent work has been done in minimising the effects of the grass hopper infestation, and if that work is continued by the Minister and his staff, with the cooperation of councils and landholders, further good results will be achieved. Furthermore, valuable lessons will be learned that will assist in the more effective control of any future infestations. I do not know whether £150,000 will be sufficient to meet the total cost of the campaign against the grasshoppers.

The Hon. A. W. Christian—I think so.

Mr. O’HALLORAN—The Minister should know. I support the second reading.

Bill read a second time and taken through its remaining stages without amendment.

Later the Bill was returned from the Legislative Council without amendment
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