FRUIT FLY (COMPENSATION) BILL 1963
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Second reading

The Hon. D. N. BROOKMAN (Minister of Agriculture): I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

It is similar in form to the Act passed in 1959, its purpose being to enable the Government to pay compensation for losses arising from the campaign for the eradication of fruit fly.  Six proclamations relating to areas near Clovelly Park, Frewville, Beulah Park, Highgate, Marion and North Unley were issued this year prohibiting persons from carrying away fruit from the infected areas without the authority of an inspector.

As members know, it has been the practice in other years for compensation to be given for loss arising from these measures, and this Bill accordingly provides by clause 3 for compensation for loss arising by reason of any act of the officers of the Agriculture Department within the areas defined by the proclamations.  It also provides for compensation for loss arising from the prohibition of the removal of fruit from any such land.  Clause 4 fixes the time limit for the lodging of claims as February 1, 1964.

Whilst the number of outbreaks of fruit fly in the metropolitan area this year is disappointing, there is no reason for excessive alarm.  I have had a discussion with a world authority on fruit fly, Dr. Steiner, who visited South Australia early this year.  He said that the precautions South Australians were taking were particularly effective and, when I asked in what way he thought we could improve our methods, he said only that he had been able to give us some assistance in the construction of the actual lures for fruit fly and that in every other respect he considered our methods were exceedingly good.  I asked him to comment on the outbreaks we had from time to time despite the precautions and he said that we had to expect a certain number of outbreaks as long as fruit fly was a menace anywhere else in Australia.  Bearing that in mind, I think it may assist members to know that, although we have had a few outbreaks, that does not necessarily indicate a preliminary to a breakdown in our system.  Everything we have seen in the last few years and all the information we have gathered has given us encouragement for holding it at bay in future.  Certainly, if we were able, we would have more road blocks and do other things to tighten preventive measures even more.  It is impossible to stop every vehicle that enters this State on the different roads, and undoubtedly some fruit must get past.  However, it appears that the measures we are taking are generally effective.

Mr. HUTCHENS secured the adjournment of the debate.
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