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BUSH FIRES ACT AMENDMENT BILL 1926
House of Assembly, 18 August 1926, pages 417-8
Second reading

The COMMISSIONER of CROWN LANDS (Hon. T. Butterfield)—The amendments made by this Bill are intended to amplify the provisions of the Bush Fires Act, 1913. This Act was framed for the purpose of securing that adequate safeguards should be imposed on the lighting of fires in the open so as to minimise, as far as possible, the danger of bush fires.  The amendments made by the Bill have all been suggested at a meeting of the Northern Fire Fighting Association held at Gladstone a few months ago.  This meeting was attended by a representative gathering of delegates of local governing bodies and fire fighting committees from Orroroo to Balaklava.  The matters were fully discussed at this meeting, and a series of recommendations were made requesting that the Bush Fires Act should be amended in various particulars. The amendments which are made by the Bill are of a disconnected nature, and must, therefore, be considered seriatim.  Section 6 of the principal Act makes provision for burning of stubble between October 15 and February 1.  During that period stubble must not be burned except subject to certain restrictions.  Before the fire is lighted the land immediately adjoining each strip burned is to be either ploughed to a width of at least 3ft. or cleared of all scrub, stubble, and other inflammable material to a width of at least 5ft.  Clause 2 of the Bill alters the section by substituting 6ft. for 3ft. in the one case, and 12ft. for 5ft. in the other.  In addition the section requires not less than 24 hours’ notice of the intention to burn to be given to every owner or occupier of any land immediately adjoining the place where it is proposed to light the fire who resides within five miles therefrom.  Clause 2 substitutes 12 hours’ notice for 24 hours, and in addition provides that the notice may be given to the person in charge of the land in addition to the owner or occupier. The clause also provides that land is to be deemed immediately adjoining for the purpose of the section notwithstanding that it is separated by a road from the land on which the fire is to be lighted.  It will not be necessary, however, to give notice in a case where the land is separated by a metal road more than 10ft. wide.  Section 7 of the principal Act provides for the burning of stubble between January 31 and October 16, when conditions somewhat similar to those imposed by section 6 are required to be observed.  Clause 3 makes similar amendments to section 7 as are made by clause 2 to section 6.  Section 9 of the principal Act deals with the burning of scrub between January 31 and May 1.  When scrub is burnt during this period, among other things, 24 hours’ notice must be given of the intention to burn to the owners or occupiers of land immediately adjoining the land whereon the burning is to take place who reside within live miles therefrom.  This section is altered by clause 4 by the substitution of 12 hours’ notice for 24 hours, by making provision that the notice may be given to the person in charge of the land concerned as well as the owner or occupier, and by providing that the notice must be given in any case where the land in question is separated from the scene of the fire by a road, except where the road is metalled to a width of more than 10ft.  Section 11 of the principal Act provides that no person is to light, use, or maintain any fire in the open air for the purpose of making charcoal during the period between October 31 and May 1 unless, among other things, he clears a sprace immediately round the pit in which the fire is situated to a width of 50ft. at lease or the fire is enclosed in a kiln of brick or other material so as to prevent the escape of fire.  Clause 5 extends the provisions of this section to lime burning.  Section 13 of the principal Act gives power to the Minister to alter the periods fixed by sections 6, 7, 8, 9, and 11.  The periods fixed by these sections refer to the times within which certain conditions must be observed when lighting fires.  Section 13 is intended to give the Minister power to vary these times to suit the particular requirements of particular localities.  The section at present only gives power, however, to vary the periods fixed by the sections in respect of the whole of a district council district or municipality; there is no power to make any variation as regards portion of such a district.  Clause 6, therefore, amends section 13 so that the variation may be made with respect to a portion of a district council district or municipality.  Section 15 of the principal Act provides that no person shall during the period between October 31, and May 1, light fires for any purpose whatever, except those mentioned in sections 6, 7, 8, 9, and 11, unless a space of ground immediately round the fire to a width of 7ft. at least has been previously cleared of all stubble, scrub and other inflammable materials. Clause 7 substitutes a width of 10ft. for the width of 7ft. mentioned in section 15. Section 16 of the principal Act prohibits any person from using any ignitable substance for the wadding of any firearm during the period between September 30 and May 1, and empowers the owner or occupier of any land or his servant or agent to examine any firearm carried' by any person over his land for the purpose of ascertaining the nature of the wadding used therein.  Clause 8 amends section 16 so that any member of the Police Force may also make the examination of any firearm under such circumstances.  Section 17 provides a penalty of not less than £1 or more than £10 for any person, during the period from October 31 to May 1, smoking in the open air, within 20 yards of any stable or rick, stack or field of hay, corn, straw, stubble, or other inflammable vegetable production, unless in a town or with a properly covered pipe.  Clause 9 increases the penalties imposed by the section so that the penalty shall be not less than £2 or more than £20.  Section 18 of the principal Act prohibits blasting of trees between October 31 and May 1 without there being at least four persons present to prevent any fire arising therefrom.  The penalty provided under the section is not less than £1 or more than £20.  Clause 10 increases this minimum penalty to £2.  Section 24 of the principal Aet empowers any municipality or district council to appoint not more than 10 persons to be fire officers within any municipality or district council district.  The duty of these officers is to take general measures for the prevention of the outbreak of fire, protecting life and property in the case of any such outbreak, and controlling and extinguishing any fire or preventing the spread thereof.  Clause 11 increases the number of officers which may be appointed by any council from 10 to 15.  Deputations have waited on me urging that these amendments may be made so that there may not be a repetition of the disastrous fires which occurred in this and other States last year.

Mr. TOSSELL secured the adjournment of the debate until August 19.
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