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Second reading

Received from the House of Assembly and read a first time. The standing orders having been suspended,

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the second reading of the Bill. The object of the measure was expressed in clause 2, which provided:—“(a) Where the wheat crop for the present season of any farmer, to whom wheat has been supplied, does, in the opinion of the district council, not exceed an average of four bushels to the acre, the district council interested may grant an extension of time not exceeding one year for the repayment of any money due and payable, or that may hereafter become due and payable, in respect of the seed wheat supplied, (b) The Treasurer may exercise similar power in the case of any farmer not within any district council to whom seed wheat has been supplied by him.’ The crops unfortunately had been so light that the farmers could not pay the advances that had been made to them under the original Act of 1896, and the amending Acts, which had been passed each year since. The instalments were made payable at fixed dates, and an amending Bill was necessary each year. This was not an extinction of the debt, but an extension of the time of payment.

The Hon. W. RUSSELL supported the Bill. In the northern portion of the wheat district, it was not the drought, but the grasshoppers chiefly, which had caused a failure of the crops. In some cases, a crop that promised six bushels had been reduced to two. Out of that a man had to keep half a bushel an acre for seed, and he had 1½|- bushels for himself at 2/ an acre.

The Hon. J. V. O'LOGHLIN supported the Bill with pleasure, if they could speak with pleasure in reference to a Bill the necessity for which they deplored. This was the fourth year of the failure of the crop, and it was hard to imagine that farmers, even with five or six bushels, could repay the instalments that were due. It was as much as they could do to hold their own.

The Hon. A. R. ADDISON supported the Bill. He did not think that a farmer who had a five or six bushel crop would object to pay something off his indebtedness to the State. 

The Hon. A. TENNANT said the farmers had had four bad seasons, and they had been kept practically by the storekeepers, who should be given a chance now of getting their money back. He heartily supported the Bill.

The Hon. J. G. BICE, in supporting the second reading, said the Government were to be commended for introducing this just Bill even at this late stage of the session.

[bookmark: bookmark3]The Hon. E. WARD supported the Bill. When the need arose originally for giving seed wheat to the farmers, he was foremost in demanding relief for them, but some of the members of the present Ministry were amongst the opponents of the proposal.

Carried.

In committee

Clauses 1 and 2 and title passed.

Bill reported; report adopted. Bill read a third time and passed.
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