739	PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES, September 8, 1885.	740

LIGURIAN BEE BILL 1885
Legislative Council, 8 September 1885, pages 736-40
Second reading

The Hon. A. CAMPBELL, in moving the second reading of this Bill, said the subject had been brought under the attention of Parliament at the instance of the Chamber of Manufactures, a body that deserved every credit for their earnest endeavors to encourage industries and thrift in the community.  The object of the Bill was to declare Kangaroo Island a reserve for the purpose of cultivating the Ligurian bee. That island had all the advantages necessary for the purpose.  It was isolated, and had good pasturage for bees ; or if not, that could easily be cultivated.  At present the island was perfectly free from the black bee, and altogether it was exactly suitable for the object in view.  The bee itself was quite an ancient, and was mentioned by Virgil two thousand years ago.  It was a classical bee, but it possessed other qualities.  It was regarded as one of the most productive species, was most docile, and exceedingly prolific, and its general character for vigor and industry seemed to be all that was desired.  The fact that the bee was imported from Italy to all the colonies was evidence that its qualities were appreciated.  The reason for making Kangaroo Island a sort of reserve lay in the fact that the bee when crossed with the common black bee produced a very inferior breed, less productive, and more pugnacious.  Hence it was imperative to preserve the purity of the bee that it should be isolated, and there was no other place in the colony where this could be carried out so well as in Kangaroo Island.  He would illustrate the importance of the subject by stating that during the last year something like 32,000 lbs. of honey was imported here.  It appeared that we were throwing away our gifts, nor had we done anything to show the community that we should at least produce sufficient for our own requirements.  In many of the American states and in California large businesses were established where they cultivated the bee and exported large quantities of honey, and there was no reason why we should not do so in South Australia.  Another important point was the geographical position of Kangaroo Island in relation to the other colonies.  The distance from Italy to the island was about thirty days’ voyage, which was about the period during which the bees could be preserved.  Every day after that increased the difficulties of transit, and hence Kangaroo Island if reserved for the purpose would sustain the importance of the colony in supplying the other colonies with the bee.  It would serve as a sort of depot.  In endeavoring to obtain information upon the subject he had communicated with Dr. Poulton, of the Adelaide Hospital, who took great interest in the cultivation of the bee, and whose sympathies were in favor of this measure.  He would read an extract from a letter by that gentleman, where he said:— 'There is no doubt that bee-keeping is an industry which in many parts of this colony could be carried on with profit to the farmer and benefit to the colony.  In America both in the eastern, the southern, and the northern states, with California, there are numerous individuals who devote themselves almost if not entirely to the pursuit.  The Ligurian bee has given a great stimulus to agriculture in America.  Its exportation has assumed the character of a fixed trade, and there are men in Bologna and the towns on the northern Adriatic who export regularly to England, America, and lately to Australia.  The leading members of the association here all favor the Ligurian bee, and some of them have had considerable experience of both varieties.  Hitherto importers of Ligurians have met with a serious difficulty in keeping the Ligurian strain pure owing to the preponderance of blacks in all settled parts of the province.  Hence the desirability of setting apart an isolated part of the colony such as Kangaroo Island for the culture of the Ligurian alone.”  The farmers on Kangaroo Island were perfectly alive to the importance of the matter, and would no doubt, if the bill were passed, begin the cultivation of the bee.  As far as he could see the passing of the measure would not interfere with the rights of individuals in other parts of the province.  It might appear necessary to extend the operation of the measure to other parts of the colony, but there was no other portion so isolated.  The Bill consisted of four clauses—the first providing that no other kind of bees should be kept on the island ; the second, that the police should carry out the law; the third, that certain penalties should be enforced ; and the fourth giving the right of appeal.  Under the circumstances he hoped hon. members would support the Bill, and thereby encourage industry and thrift, characteristics which it was very desirable to foster in these days.

The Hon. H. SCOTT seconded.  He was glad the Bill had been introduced.  The Hon. Dr. Campbell’s arguments were strong enough; but there was another good result that would be attained by the introduction of the bee.  It was generally considered that the growth of purple clover on a large scale was almost impossible in consequence of our not having here the particular bee which was supposed to cause the seed of the clover to be fertile.  The Ligurian bee was exceedingly useful in the propagation of this useful herbage; and in this he had received the confirmation of the Acclimatisation society and other gentlemen qualified to express an opinion.

The Hon. R. A. TARLTON was pleased the Hon. Dr. Campbell had introduced the measure to the House ; and he could confirm the information given by the Hon. Mr. Scott.  The climate and soil of New Zealand were pre-eminently adapted to the growth of clover, but it was found the plant could not be reproduced by means of seed until the introduction of the Ligurian bee.  This beautiful little insect deserved special attention.  It was gentle, and yielded honey without stinging.  As had been said, the cross between the black and the Ligurian bees led to a pugnacious species that found its pleasure not so much in making honey as in inflicting pain.  The Bill was one of great importance, because whatever would lead to the cultivation of industrious and thrifty habits in the community would be an immense blessing.  One of the great imperfections of the Anglo-Saxon race was their too great fondness for display ; and no more innocent recreation, combined with legitimate occupation, could be found for many women in South Australia than the care of these beautiful creatures.  Too many of our colonists found pleasure in less elevating pursuits.

The Hon. J. CROZIER looked upon this as a piece of fanciful legislation.  One would suppose there was no honey in the country, but it was produced here very largely without the introduction of the Ligurian bee.  It was all very fine to say that it was a gentle creature, and all the rest of it, if not crossed with the black bee, but was there any assurance that there were no other bees on Kangaroo Island ?  (The Hon. Mr. Campbell—“ Yes.”)  He was not going to oppose the Bill, but he thought they should not admit that they were entirely ignorant of the usefulness of bees.  These insects were very fond of our gumtrees, which at certain times rained down honey.  That article was as cheap comparatively in South Australia as anything else.

The Hon. W. D. GLYDE would vote for this “piece of fanciful legislation.”  If the Ligurian bee was necessary for the propagation of clover, for that reason alone their introduction would be valuable me.  As to honey, it was absurd that we should have to import that article when we ought to export it.  If there were black bees on Kangaroo Island the Bill gave power to destroy them, but did not provide for compensating the owners.  This ought to be done, otherwise some persons might be deprived of valuable hives.

The Hon. W. A. E. WEST-ERSKINE thought that as such an excellent character was given to the bee, which had historical associations and a good record all round, and as it was shown to have philo-progenitiveness largely developed as one of its characteristics.  It would be wise to encourage its introduction.  The other colonies would probably send to Kangaroo Island for supplies of bees, whose ability to fertilise clover made them peculiarly valuable.  But it would be an interesting study if any other bees were smuggled into the island to see a policeman trying to capture them.  He did not know how the officers were to run insects in.

Tho Hon. J. G. RAMSAY understood there was only one hive of bees on Kangaroo Island, and that the Chamber of Manufactures had arranged to give a hive of Ligurian bees in exchange for them.

The Hon. A. HAY thought if there was a hive there for any length of time they would find a good many more in the scrub, but still if the Ligurian bee was more valuable the others might be removed as far as possible.  He was surprised to hear that 32,000 lbs. of honey was imported into South Australia, as the colony was rather famed for its own honey.  It struck him that there was something wrong about it, as to his knowledge scores of tons of honey were sold at Port Elliot and Goolwa.  About Port Victor there were thousands of hives kept by small settlers.  Only two or three years ago an old Irishwoman on the Hindmarsh River told him that she had sold £40 worth of honey to the storekeepers in one year.  He understood from the late Government return on “products” that honey was sold wholesale at 4 ½ d. a lb. last year, but he believed that they could only get 3d. a lb. in Port Victor.  He hoped the cultivation of bees would become an extensive industry in the colony.  His intention was that all the men in his place at Port Victor should have a number of hives to cultivate the bee, and the wives of laboring classes all over the colony might materially add to their husbands’ earnings by keeping a few hives.

The Hon. H. E. BRIGHT intended to support the second reading of the Bill, and regretted that it was not to apply to all South Australia, for when Ligurian bees were crossed with other bees obnoxious insects were the results.  He could certainly agree with what the Hon. Mr. Hay had stated.  In the neighborhood of Barossa there appeared to be many hives, for a storekeeper there informed him that he purchased a considerable quantity of honey, and he was inclined to think that a very much larger quantity was exported than imported.  While agreeing that it would be well to pass the Bill, he felt, with the Hon. Mr. Glyde, that if there were any persons with other bees on Kangaroo Island they should be recouped for the destruction of their insects.  They were all aware that there was a large number of wild bees on Kangaroo Island, and he did not see how they could keep the Ligurian bees free from them.  As to clover, it appeared that Kangaroo Island would alone be benefited.

The Hon. M. SALOM thought the Bill would do a great deal of good, and could not possibly do harm.  There was a gentleman formerly connected with him who was now engaged in bee culture, and had gone to great expense to import Liguarian bees, and from him he gathered what the Hon. Dr. Campbell had said as to the effect of crossing bees was correct.  The Bill did not prevent any one on the main land from cultivating the bee, but it would result in a good permanent stock being kept on Kangaroo Island.  Care had been taken to ascertain whether there were many beekeepers on the island, and he understood that there was only one person who had been engaged in the culture of other bees.  It would therefore be unnecessary to introduce any special clause in the Bill with the view of compensating persons for the destruction of bees other than Ligurian.  He thought the House were under an obligation to the Hon. Dr. Campbell for introducing the Bill.

The Hon. G. W. COTTON referred to the benefits that would accrue to working men to be able to engage in bee culture.  With a small plot of land they could have both milk and honey by adding a few hives to their stock of cows.  Much land would not be required, and he trusted that a number of persons would be induced to engage in the bee industry.  He agreed also that beekeepers on the island whose hives were destroyed should have some compensation.

The Hon. S. TOMKINSON considered the Bill a piece of fanciful legislation, which was very unnecessary, though at the same time perfectly harmless.  There was no proof that no other bees existed on Kangaroo Island.  If there were other bees, wild and cultivated, he was afraid there would be much employment for the police, and he did not know how these bees were to be prevented from coming into contact with Ligurian bees.  He was surprised that no authority was quoted by the Hon. Dr. Campbell in support of his statement that by crossing with other bees Ligurian bees became fierce and obnoxious.

The hon. Dr. CAMPBELL, in reply, thanked hon, members for supporting the Bill. The figures he had given as to honey imported were supported by Government returns, and he found that the exports of honey amounted only to 7,367 lbs., so that the imports were largely in excess of the exports.  He was sorry that no one in the House had given such attention to the subject as to be able to explain the various matters that had cropped up in the discussion, but he might say that so long as they kept the Ligurian queen in the hive they preserved the strain of the bee.  On Kangaroo Island the object was not to make honey, but to cultivate bees, which could be supplied throughout the colony ; and the Bill was to prevent the introduction of other bees that would injure the Ligurian stock.  He heard from Mr. Willson, of Kangaroo Island, that one hive of bees did exist on the island, but as far as he was aware, and had been able to find after searching, the black bee no longer existed there.  As to the effect upon the strain by the introduction of other bees, his authority was Mr. Bonney, whom they would admit was a good authority.  The authorities moving behind the Chamber of Manufacturer were the Apiary Society of South Australia, who were interested in the matter, and held that such a Bill was required at the present time to help on the industry.
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