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Well, this is, I reckon, a great occasion.  I must apologise for the way I look, I don’t look like that at all, but they dressed me up and I got here and that’s that.  I think they’re trying to bring me up to date, which is about right, because it’s the best part of – let’s see:  it’d be 30 years since I retired, so I can’t really accept any praise for what’s going on here today or for the past 30 years.  

But I thought the best thing for me to do, just to establish myself here, is to say to myself:  ‘Why did we set up this roadblock?’  And there’s no simple answer to that.  Remember, we’d had fruit fly for 10 years before, because fruit fly started in ’47, this roadblock was set up in ’57.  During those intervening years, we had expected to have eradicated fruit fly from Adelaide years before and that that was that, that’s what we were aiming to do.  

So I came into this in the middle of those years – I came here in 1955; fruit fly came in 1947, so it had been here for eight years.  And the aim has been to eradicate fruit fly from South Australia, and at that time fruit fly was only in Adelaide.  Now, in looking back – and I wasn’t actually here at the time – but I think if they’d known how serious the fruit fly was in Adelaide, even, when they started in ’47, they could never say they’d accepted it until it was eradicated.  

The Department of Agriculture got approval from the government, the Premier and everybody that counted at that time to go ahead and eradicate fruit fly, and they maintained that policy here in South Australia ever since, and it’s probably one of the biggest and best decisions that’s ever been made because here we are, 50 years ahead, and we are still a fruit fly free State.

Now, it is one thing to know we had fruit fly outbreaks in Adelaide, we were getting them nearly every year.  The question was:  where did it come from?  Did we have an endemic population in South Australia that had always been here and we never knew about it, or not?  We did think that and in fact we went for two years once in those early years with no outbreak and we thought we had defeated it; but it came back in the following year.  Was there a small population somewhere in Adelaide that had spread into the city?  

In the early years, when I came to South Australia, we were worrying about, where did it come from, and I remember on any spare time that I had from my job in those days I used to go out:  I went right down the Torrens Valley – there weren’t many houses in the Torrens Valley in Adelaide in those days, but there were thousands of seedling fruit trees and other sort of fruit-bearing trees – and I thought, ‘You could have fruit fly here and nobody would know anything about it and then it could spread into the city.’  I went right through the Torrens Valley, couldn’t find anything.  I thought, ‘okay now, what about places like Gawler and Tarlee?’ – you know, the near towns to Adelaide – ‘Is the fruit fly established in those places, then it comes to Adelaide?’  So we did all those places over.  No, no result.  

Now, it was all right to say it came in through somewhere else; but once you do that you give that place a reputation, and that is a very serious thing, and that’s one of the points about setting the roadblock up here.  At any rate, we then found out we had an outbreak at Port Augusta.  Now, that’s moving away from Adelaide:  how did it get to that town?  Well, we found out that the Port Augusta one was Mediterranean fruit fly, which was in Western Australia, whereas most of the fruit flies that we were finding in Adelaide were Queensland fruit flies, which came from the Eastern States.  So that was a clue.  

We had a scare at Port Lincoln.  We went down there but we couldn’t find anything down there.  There was a scare at Port Pirie:  same thing.  So we set somebody up to catch the train into Port Augusta and go through every compartment and every passenger, and then we started to find that fruit fly was coming in on that train from Perth.  So that was a clue:  that, at least, was coming in from outside South Australia.

I had been at Pt Augusta to check up a few things and came back to find out that they were declaring there were a few properties in Mildura that had fruit fly, and it was big enough to think that it could become a State issue if we didn’t do anything about it.  So we’d already established a response at Port Augusta and now we were prepared to say that we had to protect the whole of South Australia, had to protect Adelaide in particular and – in particular, most particularly – we had to protect the Riverland area which in those days was a very up-and-coming fruit-growing district.  

So, right:  ‘We’ve got to check the traffic coming in from the Eastern States’, and this is the main one.  So, as I say, and organising today, a phone call to Rev Cant, who was the District Adviser here in Adelaide at that time:  ‘Rev, we’ve got to set up a roadblock on the road inside the border somewhere and we’ve got to stop the cars and see what’s going on.’  So that was it, and that was my role to get in touch with Rev, and Rev then established the roadblock and set himself up.  The first two or three days he’d be the sole inspector and then he had to call in the district advisers from elsewhere and they came to help, and then gradually he was able to put on the first temporary staff and set the whole thing up.  And here it is today, 50 years later, and still going.  

So I hope one day we’re going to have an end to fruit fly in South Australia, but in any case it’s been very important and we do a good job to keep it the way it is.  I think that’s all I want to say, because Rev is going to tell you a little bit about setting up the roadblock here, and I think that’s more to the point.  So thank you very much.
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