LAND SETTLEMENT ACT AMENDMENT BILL 1951

House of Assembly, 16 August 1951, page 366

Second reading

The Hon. C. S. HINCKS (Yorke Peninsula— Minister of Lands)—In this Bill it is the unpleasant duty of the Government to propose a reduction in the salaries of members of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Land Settlement. These rates were inquired into by Mr. President Morgan and he reported that in view of the volume of work before the committee he regarded its present remuneration as too large. He recommended that the salary of the chairman should be reduced from £400 a year to £250 and that of the other members from £250 a year to £200. The Bill makes the necessary amendments for this purpose. Mr. President Morgan also recommended that the travelling allowances payable to the committee should be increased in the same way as those of the Public Works Committee. This is a matter which, in the President’s opinion, should be dealt with by regulations. The principal Act already contains sufficient power to make such regulations and there is, therefore, no mention of it in the Bill. It is not intended to make it retrospective. It is hardly necessary to say that the proposed reduction implies no reflection whatever on the way in which the committee has done its work. I move the second reading.

Mr. O’HALLORAN secured the adjournment of the debate.
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