SEED WHEAT BILL 1897

Legislative Council, 10 December 1897, page 394

Second reading

The CHIEF SECRETARY said he would only formally move the second reading of the Bill and reserve further remarks for his reply. It was to continue the Act of last year and was of the same nature. Clause 2 provided that:—“Seed wheat may be supplied to farmers for sowing during the year 1898. and all the provisions of the principal Act shall apply as if such seed wheat had been supplied for sowing during the year 1897, except that the seed shall be sown during the year 1898; and the dates for computation of interest and payment of principal and interest shall be one year later than the dates mentioned in the principal Act,” so that those who required seed wheat to enable them to put in a crop would be able to procure it, and those who were not in a position to repay the advances they had received would be given a year’s grace.

The Hon. G. McGREGOR said that provision should be made so that those who defrauded the district councils by obtaining wheat and then not putting it to the use for which it was intended could be punished (The Chief Secretary—“That is provided in clause 4.”)

On the motion of the Hon. J L. STIRLING the debate was adjourned till the next day.
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