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The COMMISSIONER of CROWN LANDS, in moving the second reading, said the Bill was a very important one.  The pastoralists had suffered not so much from the want of good pastoral laws as from the difficulty of overcoming the vermin pest.  In 1894 the House recognised that a measure was needed to enable the pastoralists to form district boards, and fence in country, but it had been found that that measure was almost inoperative on account of two of the clauses requiring alteration.  Clause 23 provided that no one could be a member of the board unless he resided in the district.  In the northern country very often men had leases scattered over different parts, and they could not reside on all of them; and as perhaps only six or eight people resided in the country, it was not possible to form a board. Therefore the Bill proposed to do away with this condition. Clause 2 said “ It shall not be necessary for persons nominated for election to a vermin board under section 23 of the principal Act to be residents in the district.”  He did not expect any member to object to that. The other clause which required amendment was 83, which said—in;
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“ After making such estimate the board shall, for the general purposes of this Act, declare a rate on the ratable property within the district for the year ending the thirtieth day of June next after the declaring of the rate, provided that such rate shall not exceed 4s square mile of the ratable property within the district.  Provided also that the board may, wherever it shall deem it equitable so to do, declare a smaller rate or smaller rates in respect of any ratable property, to be specified by the board, adjoining or in proximity to an existing or intended or proposed vermin-proof fence, by reason that it is not will not be benefited by any such fence to the same extent as the other ratable property within the district.  That debarred anything from being done in connection with the fencing of outside country.  He had heard of a case in the district of Flinders where people were anxious to avail themselves of the provisions of the original Vermin Act, but were debarred on account of the limit rate of 4s.  As the whole of the money had to be found by the people residing within the area the Government proposed doing away with the limit altogether, and in adopting this course he had consulted the pastoral lessees and the members of the various districts who took an interest in the question.  He did think at one time that it was advisable to have a 10s. limit, but he was assured by those most interested that it was not necessary. (Mr. Burgoyne—“ Leave it to themselves.”)  That was what they proposed to do.  The only way to cope with the vermin evil was to erect fencing, and they should have thought of this years ago instead of going in for scalping.  He considered the measure of even greater importance than the Pastoral Bill.in t

On the motion of Mr. CALDWELL the debate was adjourned till Tuesday next.

