LYRUP VILLAGE ASSOCIATION (DISTRICT EXTENSION) BILL 1921
House of Assembly, 15 November 1921, pages 1352-3
Second reading

The COMMISSIONER of CROWN LANDS—- (Hon. G. R. Laffer)—This is a Bill to give effect to an arrangement which has been come to between the Government and the Lyrup Village Association for the enlargement of the district of that association by the addition of nine horticultural blocks and further commonage lands for the settlement of nine local returned soldiers.  The land which is to be added to the district comprises about 2,300 acres which at one time formed part of the commonage lands of the association, but was surrendered by it.  The Director of Irrigation has inspected the land, and has reported that 139 acres are suitable for intense culture.  The pumping plant the association has at present installed is not large enough to provide water for the nine additional blocks and will have to be enlarged.  This, it is estimated, will cost about £6,600.  In addition there will be other works to be carried out, such as channeling, fencing, and so on, which, it is estimated, will bring the total cost of the works to £8,170.  The Government are prepared to advance to the association £6,500 towards defraying this cost, and the association will provide the balance, partly in cash and partly in the form of plant. The 139 acres which are suitable for irrigation will be divided into nine blocks, and these will be allotted to nine of the returned soldiers who are now waiting for land at Lyrup.  The details of the scheme will be amplified in the explanation of the clauses of the Bill.  Clause 4 adds to the district of the association the land colored pink in the plan in the schedule.  Clause 5 sets out the manner in which the land is to be subdivided.  First, the Commissioner will set apart horticultural lands.  These will include the 139 acres of good land already referred to, and will be divided into nine blocks of as nearly as possible equal unimproved value.  Next, he will set apart certain portions for irrigation work.  Whatever remains will be commonage lands and will be subdivided into one or more blocks.  Clauses 6 to 11 deal with the works of construction, and the financial arrangements.  The plans and specifications of the alterations necessary to irrigate the additional nine blocks will be prepared by the Commissioner in collaboration with the Board of the Association.  When they are agreed upon and completed the association must proceed to carry out the work in accordance with the plans and specifications so arrived at.  The association may, however, under clause 7 arrange with the Commissioner that the work shall be carried out by the Government at the expense of the association.  For the purpose of carrying out the work, the Commissioner will advance the association a sum of £6,500, and the rest of the money required will be provided by the association out of its own funds.  The amount of the Government advance is to be repaid by 42 yearly instalments with interest at 6 per cent, per annum on the balance for the time being remaining unpaid.  These instalments are to be paid in the first instance by the association, and are secured as a first charge upon the whole of the association ’s property.  If the association makes default in its proper payments the members become by clause 9 liable for the amount unpaid in equal shares.  The liability of the Association subsists only whilst the nine horticultural blocks remain unleased.  As soon as a lease is granted of a block the Association’s liability is suspended, and the lessee takes up the payment of a proportion of the advance where the association left off.  This sum is ascertained by reference to the proportion which the area of the block bears to the total area of the nine horticultural blocks set apart under the Bill. The sum which the lessee will have to pay will be that sum which bears the same proportion to the total advance (clause 10).  Roughly speaking each lessee will have to pay one-ninth of the total sum, or about £720.  The lessee’s terms of payment are similar to those of the association; that is to say, he pays by 42 yearly instalments with interest on the balance at 6 per cent.  Hence the association has a pecuniary interest in getting the blocks allotted to suitable settlers as soon as possible, and in keeping the settlers on the blocks.  So far as the Government are concerned, they are doubly secured in respect of the repayment of the advance, for if the block- holder fails to pay then the association must pay, and the liability may be enforced against the association’s’ property.  Clauses 12 to 14 are machinery provisions. Clause 12 prescribes the manner of leasing blocks.  They may be leased to any persons who are eligible for membership of the association, and upon a lease being granted, the lessee becomes automatically a member of the association.  The remaining provisions follow almost exactly some of the provisions of section 100 of the Crown Lands Act, 1915, relating to the leasing of blocks in the village settlements dealt with in Part VIII. of that Act.  Clause 14 is intended to secure the application to the lands dealt with in this Bill of all the relevant provisions of the Crown Lands Act, 1915.  This is probably the most satisfactory and most successful of our village settlements.  This is perhaps due to the fact that among its members were several very strong men, who wisely guided the affairs of the association through very troublesome times.  The fact that they have a very low lift of 40ft. has also helped them.  They sent quite a number of men to the war, and there is a desire that these men should be settled among their own friends.  When I was on the river with the members from the district we met the whole of the settlers, and discussed carefully and fully the whole matter, and I said I would make recommendations that the Government should assist them to carry out their scheme.  They were anxious to get on with it this year, but the Government took the stand that they had no right to appropriate money for the purpose without the consent of Parliament.  This work will probably come out as cheap or cheaper than the work that is being carried out on the other river areas.  One feature that will help to that end is the low lift.  This is a measure that will appeal to honorable members, because it will settle the soldiers among their own friends and relatives.  The community is prosperous, and I think it will continue to be prosperous.  These men wall be admitted to membership of the association on very liberal terms.
Mr. GUNN secured the adjournment of the debate until November 16.
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