RAMCO HEIGHTS IRRIGATION AREA BILL 1963
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Second reading

The Hon. P. H. QUIRKE (Minister of Irrigation) moved:
That the Speaker do now leave the Chair and the House resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole for the purpose of considering the following resolution: That it is desirable to introduce a Bill for an Act to provide for the establishment of a private irrigation area called the Ramco Heights irrigation area near Ramco on the River Murray and for other purposes.

Motion carried.

Resolution agreed to in Committee and adopted by the House.  Bill introduced and read a first time.

The Hon. P. H. QUIRKE: I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

Its general purpose is to facilitate the establishment of a private irrigation area (to be called the Ramco Heights irrigation area) near Ramco on the River Murray.  A newly- formed company, Ramco Heights Proprietary Limited, which will be the board of management of the new area, has drawn the Government’s attention to the long and complex legal procedure necessary to establish private irrigation areas and, in particular, to enable the land which will be comprised therein to be surrendered by the present lessees and vested in the company by way of land grant.  The company has requested that a special Act be passed providing for a more expeditious procedure.  The Government has agreed to this request and this Bill is introduced accordingly.  With irrigation areas time is of great value, and this more expeditious method has been devised so that the land can be cleared and prepared sufficiently early for planting next year.  The land which will be comprised in the private irrigation area is at present held under Crown leases.  (Particulars of the lessees and the leasehold land which, for the most part, is in the Waikerie irrigation area are set out in the schedule to the Bill.)

Clause 2 deals with interpretation and clause 3 is designed to ensure that the privileges conferred on the company will relate only to legal form and procedure as distinct from exemptions from substantive law.  The principal provision is in clause 4, which facilitates the issue of certificates of title in the name of the company for the land concerned, without following the lengthy procedure required under the existing law.
The steps that would be necessary to convert the leases to land grants in the normal manner (the Minister of Lands having already given his approval) are:
(a) transfer of the leases to the company;
(b) issue of a miscellaneous lease to the company;
(c) surrender of the miscellaneous lease followed by an agreement for sale and purchase;
(d) exchange of the agreement for a Treasury receipt;
(e) exchange of the Treasury receipt for a land grant.

The minimum total time estimated for these steps is 12 months.  With the utmost dispatch, the time could possibly be reduced to eight months, but there is no way by which the time could be further reduced.

The Bill obviates the foregoing procedure and replaces it with a simple and expeditious procedure under which the Registrar-General may take the last step (issue of the land grant) at once, if he is satisfied as to the discharge of encumbrances, questions of survey and other matters specified in clause 4 (4).  That subclause empowers the Land Board to determine the purchase price payable to the Crown by way of compensation for its loss of ownership.  Upon the issue of a certificate of title, where applicable, the land is excised from the Government irrigation area (subclause (5)).  Where part only of land comprised in a lease is vested in the company, the Land Board and the Minister concerned are empowered (clause 5) to make appropriate adjustments and alterations to the lease.  Clause 6 provides that, upon the issue of a certificate of title, the land therein is immediately constituted as a private irrigation area under the Irrigation on Private Property Act.  This avoids the necessity of following the normal procedure under the Act, which is regarded as difficult to apply where many owners are involved.

Clause 7 enables the private irrigation area to be combined with the adjacent Golden Heights irrigation area as a single irrigation area upon petition by the two boards of management.  This will make for the more efficient administration thereof.  In the case of the Golden Heights irrigation area, it was necessary for the Minister to take encumbrances from owners to protect the Government’s interests in the event of drainage or seepage of waters to the adjacent Government irrigation area.  Clause 8 obviates the necessity of this by providing that the board administering the combined area shall be required to undertake such drainage works as the Minister may require, and that, upon failure to do so, the Minister, may undertake the work and recover the cost thereof from the board.

Under clause 9 the board may lay pipes under roads to further its irrigation scheme, without restriction in the case of land within its irrigation area or, in the case of land outside that area, subject to any conditions thought fit by the Commissioner of Highways or the district council district of Waikerie, as the case may require.  In accordance with Joint Standing Orders the Bill should be referred to a Select Committee for investigation and report.

Mr. CURREN (Chaffey): I support the second reading.  As stated by the Minister, it is necessary that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee, and that being so I will reserve my comments for the committee.

Bill read a second time and referred to a Select Committee consisting of the Hon. P. H. Quirke, Messrs. Casey, Curren and Nankivell, and the Hon. B. H. Teusner; the committee to have power to send for persons, papers and records, to adjourn from place to place, and to report on November 12.
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