SWINE COMPENSATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL 1962

House of Assembly, 23 October 1962, page 1604

Second reading

The Hon. D. N. BROOKMAN (Minister of Agriculture) moved:
That the Speaker do now leave the Chair and the House resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole for the purpose of considering the following resolution: That it is desirable to introduce a Bill for an Act to amend the Swine Compensation Act, 1936-1960.

Motion carried.

Resolution agreed to in Committee and adopted by the House. Bill introduced and read a first time.

The Hon. D. N. BROOKMAN: I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

It makes four amendments to the principal Act.  The Act as it stands provides for duty to be payable on pigs sold at auction or for slaughter.  The rate of duty at present is a relatively small amount and it is not proposed to substantially alter this, but the Bill provides for simplification of the scale.  The present rate is 1½d. for every £1 of the purchase price, with a maximum of 3s. 9d. a pig.  The amendment now provides for a duty of 6d. for every £5, with a maximum of 3s. 6d. a pig.  This is enacted by clause 6 (2) of the Bill.  The fund stood at £110,000 at June 30, 1962.  This amount, though substantial, could be heavily drawn upon should there be a serious outbreak of a proclaimed disease.  It stands as a secure insurance fund for the industry.

Clause 3 amends an anomaly in the present system.  As the Act now stands, it is provided that no compensation is payable to an owner who has not paid all the duty payable by him on any pigs.  The normal method of paying duty is for the agents to deduct stamp duty on the account sales.  However, in some cases, operators do not deduct duty.  Should an operator purchase a pig and fail to deduct duty, he is still entitled to claim compensation should the carcass be condemned at slaughter.  The amendment in clause 3 will provide that the operator is not eligible to receive compensation unless the person who sold the pig to him has paid duty in respect of that sale.

Clause 4 amends section 12 of the principal Act, which provides that the Swine Compensation Fund can be expended only in payment of claims for compensation.  The Chief of the Division of Animal Industry of the Agriculture Department has reported to the Government that, with a view to the prevention and control of pig diseases, further intensive research work should be undertaken.  This would involve at least one and possibly two officers and the purchase of certain equipment.  A suggestion has been made that an amount of £2,500 per annum should be set aside from the fund for the purpose.  The Government has investigated the proposal and agrees that the expenditure of an annual sum of this order would do much in the way of improvement in the general health of pigs throughout the State.  The fund is in a satisfactory financial position and the Government has accordingly introduced the amendment to authorize the expenditure.  It goes without saying that investigations of this sort would be of immense benefit to the pig industry generally.

The third and fourth amendments are similar to those that are the subject of the Cattle Compensation Act Amendment Bill, which is also before the House. Clauses 5, 6 (1) and 7 of the Bill provide for the payment, with the Minister’s approval, of swine compensation duty in bulk by agents at stated periods rather than by way of stamps on separate invoices.

I have explained the amendments in more detail in connection with the other Bill and will not repeat them here.

Mr. BYWATERS secured the adjournment of the debate.
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