WATER CONSERVATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL 1888

Legislative Council, 27 November 1888, page 1869

Second reading

The CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. G. Ramsay), in moving the second reading of the Bill, said the object of the Bill was to amend the Water Conservation Act of 1886, so that the amended Act might be incorporated with the Act of 1886 and the two read as one Act. As hon. members were no doubt aware, the Water Conservation Act of 1886 provided for the expenditure of moneys that were then voted or might be voted by Parliament from time to time for the discovery, procuring, and conserving of water, or for advancing money to municipal corporations or district councils to conserve and distribute water in their several districts. Clause 145 of the Water Conservation Bill of 1886 provided that the Commissioner might grant leases for a term not exceeding 21 years of any waterworks vested in him or under his control; also power to grant a lease of necessary land for the erection of pumping machinery, provided it was on the bank of a lake, lagoon, marsh, river, creek, or stream. Clause 4 in the Bill made the power more general; that was, gave the power to grant a lease where required to do so, whether it was on the bank of a lake, lagoon, marsh, river, creek, stream, or not. Then clause 139 provided that the Commissioner of Crown Lands should be the Commissioner of Water Conservation. As there had been a rearrangement of work in the Crown Lands and Public Works Departments, as the Railway Commission had relieved the Commissioner of Public Works in matters of detail to a considerable extent, and the Commissioner of Crown Lands had almost too much for one man to do, the Commissioner of Public Works had undertaken the duties of Commissioner of Water Conservation, and to give him the requisite power it was necessary to repeal clause 139 of Act 392 of 1886, and enact clause 3 of that Act (Hear, hear )

The Hon. J. H. ANGAS would support the Bill. It was very necessary that the work of controlling the department of the Conservator of Water should be transferred to the Commissioner of Public Works, as it was very probable that the Commissioner of Crown Lands would have his work increased instead of decreased by the appointment of local land boards. The power granted to the Commissioner in clause 4 was a very necessary one, and would, he hoped, be largely availed of. He was glad that efforts were being made to supply water to the occupants of the dry northern country. He also hoped that greater facilities would be given to pastoralists who wished to put down bores. He knew that great difficulties were experienced in getting men to undertake the difficult work of shutting out with pipes the salt water which was often met with and passed through in putting bores down to great depths. He had put down bores in the back country, and he knew the great difficulties in the way of doing so. It was simple enough to calculate the cost of putting down a second well after the first had been sunk and water was available, but the first attempt would probably cost three or four times as much.

The second reading was then agreed to.

In committee.

The clauses were passed, the Bill reported without amendment, and the report adopted.

The standing orders were suspended to allow the Bill to be passed through its remaining stages.

Third reading.

The third reading was then agreed to, and the Bill passed.
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