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Second reading

The Hon. D. N. BROOKMAN (Minister of Agriculture)—I move—
That this Bill be now read a second time.

The Vine, Fruit, and Vegetable Protection Act, 1885-1936, by section 8 empowers inspectors to enter lands, buildings or vessels and examine and remove any trees or plants for the purpose of ascertaining whether they are injuriously affected by any insect or disease. Other provisions of the Act empower the destruction of affected trees or plants. The power of entry and examination is, however, limited to lands, buildings and vessels.

The object of this Bill is to amend section 8 of the principal Act by extending the power to cover trains, aircraft, vehicles, carriages or conveyances and, at the same time, to make it clear that inspectors may not only examine and remove but also search for plants or trees suspected of being affected.

Honourable members will appreciate the need for the amendment. As the law stands at present although vehicles may be stopped and searched in the absence of objection by the occupants such a search could not be enforced over an objection. All members are aware of the danger to the fruit industry from the scourge of fruit fly.

Up to the present no difficulty has been experienced in the administration of the Act as it stands at present, but it is clear that, should an objection be made, it would be difficult to enforce the provisions that it is intended to enforce in relation to the search for fruit fly. I said recently in this House that the importance of fruit fly road blocks is being more and more recognised. It becomes clearer each year that these road blocks are of greater relative importance in the campaign against fruit fly than they were before. There will be an interstate conference on the question of fruit fly road blocks soon. This conference was convened at my request and it will be held between the States of New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, Tasmania, Western Australia, and probably Queensland.

The first step towards this conference was taken some weeks ago when the Directors of Agriculture met in Canberra and formulated a plan for a line of road blocks to protect south-eastern Australia—that is, portion of New South Wales and the States of Victoria and South Australia. Those road blocks would greatly strengthen our hand in the campaign against fruit fly and, whereas at present we depend almost entirely on our own efforts, we should be greatly helped by these road blocks. It seems that having asked for this—and without being able to say that it will definitely come about, at least some progress has been made—I think it is reasonable for Parliament to amend this Act to give the full powers of search required for road blocks.

Mr. CLARK secured the adjournment of the debate.
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