SAN JOSE SCALE CONTROL BILL 1962

House of Assembly, 23 October 1962, page 1598

Second reading

The Hon. D. N. BROOKMAN (Minister of Agriculture) obtained leave and introduced a Bill for an Act to provide for the control and eradication of San José scale and for other purposes.

The Hon. D. N. BROOKMAN: I move: 
That this Bill be now read a second time.

This is the third Bill introduced this session enabling committees to be set up to control and eradicate a disease.  San José scale, a disease of deciduous trees, is known as a pernicious scale.  It is a sap-sucking insect and is probably the worst disease of deciduous trees.  It has not become established in South Australia, although occurrences have been found in limited areas over the past two years.  In some areas the disease has been completely wiped out and in others it is expected that it will be wiped out.  However, it is easily transmissible by the introduction of plants and cuttings so that, despite careful eradication methods, there is always a danger of re-infestation.

Up to the present time the Government has spent considerable sums in eradicating or assisting growers to eradicate this pest because, in accordance with Government policy, no action has been spared to attack a pest that it is believed can be eradicated. This has been successful in the case of San José scale.  However, it is still present in some areas, although it is expected that it will be eradicated fairly soon.  On the other hand, the danger of re-infestation makes it advisable to have in existence legislation that will enable committees to be set up at much shorter notice than would be possible otherwise.  In view of the acceptance by the House of other Bills relating to diseases of horticultural trees, this Bill, which I believe will be supported by both sides, is now offered.

Mr. CURREN secured the adjournment of the debate.
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