DUTIES ON WHEAT AND OTHER GRAINS 1839

Full title:  An ACT to impose certain Rates and Duties upon Wheat and Other Grain Flour Meal and Biscuit exported from the Province of South Australia and to prevent the clandestine Exportation of the same.

The key provisions in this act are:
· To impose duties on biscuit wheat, flour of wheat, oats, oatmeal, barley, barley meal, maize or rice exported from the colony and to prevent their covert export.  This was considered necessary and urgent, and in the interest of public welfare, due to the scarcity of these basic foods in the colony, the constant increase in population and the almost total dependence upon imports.

Note:  Prior to 1857 the colony of SA was ruled by a Governor responsible to the British Crown.  Legislation was enacted by the Governor following consideration by a five person Council of Government and later expanded to seven and called the Legislative Council.  No Hansard was prepared.
Acts passed between 1836 and 1857 are covered on this History of Agriculture site with the full title and summary of the key provisions of the Act.

