PASTORAL LESSEES’ IMPROVEMENTS BILL 1888
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Second reading

The CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. G. Ramsay) in moving the second reading, said a number of leases on Crown lands comprising a large area of country expired at the end of the year. Under the conditions oi the Crown Landa Acts Consolidation Act of 1886 the land comprised in these leases was divided into blocks of smaller area, and new leases were sold at the end of June last, but the new leases did not begin till January 1, 1889. One of the conditions of new lease was that all water improvements made during the term of the lease, subject to the approval of the Commissioner of Crown Lands, would be paid for at the expiration of the lease. As many of the original lessees had purchased the new leases were now in possession, these old leases not having expired, they were anxious not to lose a year and wished to go on with their water improvements at once but the lease did not begin till January, and although the Commissioner was anxious to encourage the expenditure of capital and the employment of labor that would increase the carrying capabilities of the run. he had no power to do so under the present Act. This Bill gave him that power. No doubt any expenditure that increased the carrying capabilities of the runs would be an advantage to the lessees and the country. Another important reason why leave should be given to make improvements without delay was so that men might be employed after shearing was over instead of returning to the towns and cities where employment was not easily obtainable. (Hear, hear.)

The Hon. W. COPLEY would not object to the Bill, as the course pursued by the Government in this matter was the right course He would never be a party to breaking agreements made between the Government and lessees of lands, but the whole principle was iniquitous, and the system of paying for improvements should be altogether abolished. It was altogether a mistake to pay for improvements. The colony should grant long leases with fixity of tenure, but without payment for any water or other improvements at the end of the lease. This was the law in the other colonies, and there was no reason why in the future they should not do away with the iniquitous system of paying for improvements. (Hear, hear.)

The Hon. H. E. BRIGHT asked whether the Bill applied only to the 1888 leases.

The CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon J G. Ramsay) said it applied only to what was known as the 88 leases land.

The second reading was then agreed to.

In committee.

Clause 1. Amendment of the Crown Lands Consolidation Act, 1886.

The Hon. H. E. BRIGHT moved to add to the end of the clause “This clause applies only to the 1888 leases.” This would prevent any complications arising in the future.

The Hon. J- WARREN thought it would be wise to apply the provision of the Act to all leases.

The Hon. H. SCOTT said the Bill applied only to the 1888 leases.

The Hon. J. WARREN said he would move to extend the provisions of the Act to all leases, as there was no reason why the lessees of these lands should be favored above all others.

The Hon. A. R. ADDISON would oppose the Bill in toto if it was attempted to apply the measure to other lands and leases than the 1888 leases.

The Hon. H. SCOTT hoped the amendments would not be pressed.

The amendments were withdrawn, and the clause passed

The Council resumed, the Bill was reported, and the report being adopted the third reading of the Bill was made an order of the day for Tuesday next.
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