RED SCALE CONTROL BILL 1962
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Second reading

The Hon. D. N. BROOKMAN (Minister of Agriculture) obtained leave and introduced a Bill for an Act to provide for the control and eradication of red scale and for other purposes.  Read a first time.

The Hon. D. N. BROOKMAN: I move: 
That this Bill be now read a second time.

It is almost identical in form with an earlier Bill passed by this House dealing with the control of oriental fruit moth, and it is similar to another Bill to be introduced relating to San José scale.  These Bills have originated from a deputation from growers’ organizations asking for legislation to enable committees to be set up to control and eradicate certain diseases, and to enable the growers to organize contributions and the spending of money in the fight against the diseases.

I do not intend to give much detail about the Bill because from its drafting it is clear and easy to understand and because much of what was said in the second reading explanation of the Oriental Fruit Moth Control Bill applies to this measure.  However, it may be wise for me to mention the difference between these pests.  Oriental fruit moth is a comparatively new pest, whereas red scale, a pest of citrus trees, has been in South Australia for many years.  It has not become firmly established but it has infested trees in widely spread areas of the State.  Perhaps it has not become firmly established because great attention has been paid to it by the Horticultural Branch of the Agriculture Department and energetic efforts have been made by growers to control and eradicate it. 

The Murray Citrus Growers’ Co-operative has actually levied its members to pay for eradication measures.  However, not all citrus growers are members of that association, and it is considered advisable, as requested by the association, to introduce legislation that will enable areas to be gazetted and polls to be taken to enable growers to bring into effect red scale eradication committees.  The provisions for the establishment of a committee include the gazetting of an area by the Governor in Executive Council and the carrying of a poll of growers in the area.  At least 30 per cent of growers must vote to carry the poll and at least 60 per cent of those who vote must favour it. In other respects, the Bill is similar to the measure relating to oriental fruit moth.  Members will notice a difference in the definition of “host tree”.  In this Bill the definition relates particularly to citrus trees and to others known to be possible hosts for red scale.

Mr. CURREN secured the adjournment of the debate.
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