WHEAT INDUSTRY STABILIZATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL 1964

House of Assembly, 20 August 1964, page 533

Second reading

The Hon. D. N. BROOKMAN (Minister of Agriculture) moved: That the Speaker do now leave the Chair and the House resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole for the purpose of considering the following resolution: That it is desirable to introduce a Bill for an Act to amend the Wheat Industry Stabilization Act, 1963. 

Motion carried.

Resolution agreed to in Committee and adopted by the House. Bill introduced and read a first time. 

The Hon. D. N. BROOKMAN: I move: 
That this Bill be now read a second time. 

I thank members for their consideration in permitting the Bill to be proceeded with at this stage.  It is designed to empower the Wheat Board to deduct from moneys payable by the board to wheatgrowers certain tolls and charges due to South Australian Co-operative Bulk Handling Limited and is based on an amendment made in 1955 to section 12 of the Wheat Industry Stabilization Act, 1954.  The Wheat Industry Stabilization Act, 1954-1955, was repealed in 1958 and replaced by the Wheat Industry Stabilization Act, 1958.  This in turn was repealed and replaced by the Wheat Industry Stabilization Act, 1963.  Neither the 1958 Act nor the 1963 Act contains empowering provisions similar to those contained in the 1955 amendment, but the Wheat Board has continued to make deductions of the tolls and charges due to the company and seeks an amendment to the present legislation to authorize the board to do so.  This arrangement has been found to be convenient both to the company and to the wheatgrowers themselves. 

Clause 3 adds three new subsections to section 14 of the principal Act. Under these provisions the board is authorized to deduct from the sum otherwise payable under this Act in respect of wheat harvested on and after October 1, 1963, the following amounts: 
(a) Where the payee is a member of S.A. Co-operative Bulk Handling Limited, any amounts of money which the payee by writing authorizes the board to deduct and pay to the company in respect of tolls which the payee has agreed to pay to the company; and 
(b) Where the payee is not a member of the company, any amount payable to the company by way of a charge for the receipt, storage or handling of wheat delivered by the payee. 

The board is not to deduct any amount pursuant to paragraph (b) referred to above unless the. charge in respect of which the deduction is made has been fixed by the company, approved by the Auditor-General, and published in the Gazette.  The Bill goes on to provide that all amounts deducted by the board pursuant to the Bill are to be paid to the company and such payment will be a discharge of the board’s liability to the payee. 

As I have indicated earlier, these provisions will have the same effect as the amendment made in 1955 to section 12 of the Wheat Industry Stabilization Act, 1954.  In order to validate deductions made by the board since the 1963 harvest the amendments made by this Bill will be deemed to have come into operation on the day on which the principal Act came into force. 

Mr. FRANK WALSH secured the adjournment of the debate. 
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