STATUTES AMENDMENT (AGRICULTURE) ACT 1978
House of Assembly, 23 August 1978, page 715
Second reading

The Hon. J. D. CORCORAN (Minister of Works): I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

I seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted in Hansard without my reading it.
Leave granted.
Explanation of Bill
This Bill removes obsolete references to the “Department of Agriculture”, and the “Minister of Agriculture” from various Acts. The amendments are formed in such a way as to avoid reference to a specified Minister or a specified department. This should avoid the need for further statutory amendment as a result of any further changes in nomenclature.

Part I is formal. Part II amends the Agricultural Chemicals Act. The definition of “Minister” is removed. The result of this amendment is that references to the “Minister” in the- principal Act will be interpreted in accordance with the definition contained in the Acts Interpretation Act. Section 27 of the Act is also amended. This provides for the results of analysis carried out in pursuance of the Act to be published in the Journal of the Department of Agriculture of South Australia or in such other manner as the Minister thinks fit. The reference to the Journal of the Department of Agriculture is removed by the amendment.

Part III amends the Artificial Breeding Act. The definition of “Minister” is removed. Section 24, which provides that the Artificial Breeding Board is to have access to the herd-production records of the Agriculture Department, is amended. The specific reference is removed and replaced by a general provision requiring the Minister to make available to the board such records as it reasonably requires for carrying out its functions. Part IV amends the Fruit Fly Act. The amendments relate simply to references to the Minister of Agriculture and an officer of the Agriculture Department.

Parts V, VI and VII make parallel amendments to the Oriental Fruit Moth Control Act, the Red Scale Control Act and the San Jose Scale Control Act. Here again, obsolete references to the Agriculture Department are removed. Part VIII amends the Stock Medicines Act by removing obsolete references from section 11, which relates to the contents of labels that may be attached to packages of stock medicines. Part IX amends the Swine Compensation Act. A reference to research undertaken at any pig industry research unit conducted by the Agriculture Department is recast in rather more general terms.
Mr. RODDA secured the adjournment of the debate.
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