Pasture Management

1. Cereal crops as Fodder

Sowing

Dry Sow by the 30th April if break has not occurred prior to this.

· Use minimal fertiliser

· Increase sowing rates

· Be cautious of erosion risk if not using No-till 

Grazing Cereals – Taking Advantage of the flexibility

Give cereals a light graze when plants are anchored. Rotate stock, grazing plants to between 5 and 10cm to ensure sufficient leaf area so that they can quickly recover.

Keep grazing pressure on in late winter and spring with high stocking densities to get even grazing.

Feed budget 

July/August – with average to above average rainfall consider taking some area out and treat as a crop for harvest or hay



- If rainfall is below average continue to rotationally graze

September – Hay freeze to maintain feed quality

November – Budget how much standing cereal is required to finish lambs.

2. Maximising Pasture Production

There are a range of training courses available to help producers maximise feed production. 
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Figure 1:
Pasture production and grazing management in context
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Figure 2: Decision tree to help determine if you can grow more pastures

The key to growing more feed is by having dense pastures with good fertility

Table 1: Optimising pasture legume production
	
	Indicator
	Comment

	Pasture legume seed reserves
	>200kg/ha3
	Costly to assess

	Pasture Legume emergence
	>250 plants per sq m3 


	Easily assessed pre season opening rains

	Winter DM
	> 1000 kg/ha3
	Can be assessed

	Spring DM
	2500 kg/ha3
	Can be assessed

	Pasture legume 
	> 70%3
	Easily assessed

	Broad leaf 
	< 10%3
	Easily assessed

	Clover dominant pasture 
	50% more DM production compared to grass dominant pasture3
	

	Phosphorous soil levels
	> 40 ppm3
	Red brown earth

	
	> 30 ppm3
	Loams/sands

	Phosphorus application
	1 kg P/DSE/ha/year
	


Source: “An Assessment of Improving wheatbelt pastures in Southern Australia”, GRDC report and Appila Pasture Monitoring Group report
High Rainfall Perennial Pastures

Indicators *
· Up to 40% legume and at least 40-60% perennial grasses in mid-spring, depending on location.

· Groundcover – greater than 70%.

· At least 1000 kg DM/ha (dead feed/litter) at time of autumn break.

· At least 15-20 (50 for newly sown pastures) desirable perennial plants/m2.

*Towards Sustainable Grazing, MLA

Developed with funding from DEWNR

