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SEED WHEAT FURTHER AMENDMENT BILL 1901
House off Assembly, 19 December 1901, page 473
Second reading

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the second reading of the Bill.  It was unfortunate that a similar Bill had been a rather constant visitor during the last few years.  The Bill provided for the extension by one year of the time in which to repay the instalments of the loan for seed wheat advanced through the district councils by the Government.  Members would remember that the last Bill provided for the repayment of the money in instalments extending over five years.  Owing to the bad year farmers were not able to pay the first instalment, which was now due.  The third clause of the Bill was designed to meet eases of extreme hardships.  The power given by this clause would be exercised sparingly by the Treasurer, and only on the recommendation of the Commissioner of Taxes, whose intimate knowledge of the position of farmers would prevent any abuse of the provisions.

The Hon. T. PASCOE regretted the necessity for the third clause, but felt that if it were not passed the liability would fall on the district councils, and that would certainly be unfair.  He hoped the measure would pass speedily.

Second reading carried.

The Bill was taken through committee without amendment. The standing orders having been suspended, the Bill was read a third time and passed.

