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Background 

• You received an email from  
requesting a meeting to provide an overview of the 

Southern Winds Offshore Wind Project, proposed for Commonwealth waters 
adjacent to Port MacDonnell, South Australia. 

•  has submitted a proposal to the Commonwealth 
Department for Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) in 
relation to the Southern Winds Offshore Project.  

• The Southern Winds Offshore Wind Project proposes the following: 

o 77 bottom fixed wind turbines with potential exclusion zones  

o 2 substations 

o Situated between 8 and 20 kilometres offshore  

o Trenched cable underground to Portland /Hamilton for grid connection. 

• You have been previously provided parliamentary briefing notes on the potential 
impacts of this project on fisheries and aquaculture in South Australia (A5789730). 

Discussion 

• The Portland offshore region has been identified for consideration as a declared site 
for offshore renewable energy infrastructure. 

• As the project is proposed for Commonwealth waters, the DCCEEW is responsible 
for considering projects of this nature. DCCEEW is currently considering whether the 
project is considered a ‘controlled action’ under the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Act 1999 (EBPC Act).  

• State referrals are facilitated by the South Australian Department for Environment 
and Water (DEW). 

• The following referrals have been provided to the Department of Primary Industries 
and Regions (PIRSA) by DEW: 

o EPBC referral 2022/09435: Southern Winds Offshore Wind Project Proposed 
Action (Comments due by 3 March 2023) 

o EPBC referral 2022/09436: Southern Winds Offshore Wind Project Initial 
Marine Field Investigations (Comments due by 15 March) 

• PIRSA has provided comment on both referrals. 

• As Minister for Primary Industries and Regional Development, your advice and 
position on matters of this nature may be sought from parties including State or 
Commonwealth Governments, stakeholders or proponents of this or similar projects 
in the future. 

• Given the project area is still under consideration as an offshore renewable energy 
infrastructure site by the Commonwealth Government, any engagement with a 
proponent may be viewed as pre-emptive. 

• It is recommended that you do not meet with at this time to ensure 
appropriate transparency in your representation of the South Australian Government 
and advise  to discuss their project with the appropriate government departments 
and with interested stakeholders. 
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