
 

 

Emeritus Professor Kym Anderson 
C/- Primary Industries and Regions South Australia 
pirsa.gmreview@sa.gov.au 

26 October, 2018 

 
Dear Professor Anderson 
 
RE: Submission to the review of the South Australian Genetically Modified (GM) food crop moratorium 

On behalf of the Cotton Research and Development Corporation (CRDC), please accept this letter as our submission to the 
independent review of South Australia’s moratorium on the cultivation of Genetically Modified (GM) food crops. 

As CRDC provides significant support to the Australian cotton industry’s capacity for responsible production of genetically modified 
cotton this review is relevant. CRDC was established in October 1990 and operates under the Primary Industries Research and 
Development Act 1989 (PIRD Act). CRDC exists to enhance the performance of the Australian cotton industry through investment in, 
and delivery of, cotton research, development and extension (RD&E).  

The Australian cotton industry has had access to GM traits for 22 years, with now greater than 99% of cotton grown containing 
insecticidal and herbicide tolerant traits.  CRDC has played an instrumental role in ensuring the enduring efficacy of GM cotton 
through stewardship and adoption of best practice. Australia is now recognised as having the most pre-emptive, rigorous and 
successful resistance management system for transgenic cotton in the world.  A 2007 cost benefit analysis of CRDC investment in 
resistance management for GM cotton delivered a return of $201 for every dollar of grower (levy payer) funds invested 
(www.insidecotton.com/xmlui/handle/1/4382).  In addition to the economic benefits to growers, the report identified considerable 
environmental and social benefits from extending the ‘shelf life’ of GM cotton. 

We would also like to highlight a 2014 CRDC commissioned report, ‘Potential for Growth in the Australian Cotton Industry’ 
(https://www.crdc.com.au/publications/potential-growth-australian-cotton-industry ) which identified potential for cotton to be 
grown in South Australia. The report also identified “bans on genetic modified crops are a current impediment to establishment of 
cotton”.  CRDC respects the role of the Office of the Gene Technology Regulator in professionally administering the gene technology 
regulatory system and its specific responsibility to protect the health and safety of people, and to protect the environment, by 
identifying risks posed by or as a result of gene technology, and by managing those risks through regulating certain dealings with 
genetically modified organisms (GMOs). 

We would be pleased to provide support to the review through the provision of relevant research reports or meeting with you.  

Kind regards, 

 

 

 

Bruce Finney 
Executive Director 
 

mailto:pirsa.gmreview@sa.gov.au
http://www.insidecotton.com/xmlui/handle/1/4382
https://www.crdc.com.au/publications/potential-growth-australian-cotton-industry

