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Government
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The Hon Nicola Centofanti MLC
Member of the Legislative Council
Parliament House
ADELAIDE SA 5000

Dear Ms Centofanti

Determination under the Freedom of Information Act 1991

I refer to your application made under the Freedom of Information Act 1991 received
by the Office of the Minister for Primary Industries and Regional Development and
the Office of the Minister for Forest Industries on 24 February 2023 requesting
access to the following:

"All documents (including but not limited to hard copy or electronic briefings,
minutes, reports, emails, letters, meeting agendas, diary entries, event
attendance records and any other correspondence) between Department of
Primary Industries and Regions South Australia and the Minister for Primary
Industries and Regional Development (including directly with staff within the
office of the Minister for Primary Industries), relating to sheep and goat
electronic identification."

Timeframe: 08/11/2022 to 24/02/2023

Accordingly, the following determination has been finalised.

I have located twenty-two documents that are captured within the scope of your
request.

Determination 1

I have determined that access to the following documents is granted in full:

Doc No.

5

6a

Description of document

Departmental Workflow Request dated 29/11/2022 re
Livestock Traceability - Government Budget Announcement
Attachment to Document 6 - Letter from Minister for Primary
Industries and Regional Development dated 21/12/2022 re
electronic identification for sheep and goats

No. of

Pages
1

1
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9 Departmental Workflow Request dated 22/12/2022 re sheep
and goat traceability project

Determination 2

I have determined that access to the following document is granted in part:

Doc No.

2

Description of document

Minute from Chief Executive, Department of Primary Industries
and Regions to Minister for Primary Industries and Regional
Development dated 13/12/2022 re funding support for
implementation of electronic identification in saleyards

No. of

Pages
4

The information removed from the above document is pursuant to Clause 5(1)(a)(i)
and Clause 7(1 )(c) of Schedule 1 of the Freedom of Information Act.

The information removed pursuant to Clause 5(1)(a)(i) consists of detail relating to
Commonwealth Government funding and material relating to another jurisdiction.

Clause 5(1)(a)(i) states:

"5 — Documents affecting inter-governmental or local government

relations
(1) A document is an exempt document if it contains matter—

(a) the disclosure of which -
(i) could reasonably be expected to cause damage to

intergovernmental relations; and
(b) the disclosure of which would, on balance, be contrary to the

public interest."

In addressing the public interest test for the Clause 5(1)(a)(i) exemption, I have
balanced the following factors:

In favour of the public interest:

• Meeting the objects of the Act favouring access to documents.
• Ensuring optimal use of public resources.
• High level of interest in the accountability of public office holders.
• The importance of transparency and openness and the interest that the public

has in the decision-making processes of Government.

Contrary to the public interest:

• The need to preserve confidentiality of certain information being shared
between government agencies.

• The recent age of the information was considered and the continuing
relevance of the matters.
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• To release this information would harm inter-governmental relationships with
the Commonwealth and State Governments resulting in agencies
reconsidering their position regarding their future interactions with the South
Australian Government.

Having considered the various factors weighing for and against disclosure, I have
determined that disclosure of this information would, on balance, be contrary to the
public interest.

The information removed pursuant to Clause 7(1 )(c) consists of the names of
industry organisations.

In addressing the public interest test requirement for the Clause 7(1 )(c) exemption, I
have balanced the following factors:

In favour of the public interest:

• Meeting the objects of the Act favouring access to documents.
• Ensuring optimal use of public resources.
• High level of interest in the accountability of public office holders.
• The importance of transparency and openness and the interest that the public

has in the decision-making processes of Government.

Contrary to the public interest:

• The need to preserve confidentiality of the names of organisations when
undertaking business discussions.

• It is considered that organisations can correspond with industry organisations
and Government without fear that their identities are released.

• The recent age of the information was considered and the continuing
relevance of the matters.

• If the information was released, organisations may be reluctant to transact
with Government for fear of their identities being exposed.

• Disclosure of this information may compromise the manner in which
information is recorded for the decision-making processes and transparency
of Government.

• The release of this information would have the potential to harm business
relationships with Government.

Having considered the various factors weighing for and against disclosure, I have
determined that disclosure of this information would, on balance, be contrary to the
public interest.
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Determination 3

I have determined that access to the following documents is granted in part:

Doc No.

6

10

Description of document

Minute from Chief Executive, Department of Primary Industries
and Regions to Minister for Primary Industries and Regional
Development dated 7/12/2022 re Livestock Traceability
Minute from Chief Executive, Department of Primary Industries
and Regions to Minister for Primary Industries and Regional
Development dated 11/1/2023 re Sheep and Goat Traceability
Project

No. of

Pages
4

6

The information removed from the above documents is pursuant to Clause 5(1)(a)(i)
and Clause 9(1) of Schedule 1 of the Freedom of Information Act.

The information removed pursuant to Clause 5(1)(a)(i) consists of consists of detail
relating to Commonwealth Government funding.

In addressing the public interest test for the Clause 5(1)(a)(i) exemption, I have
balanced the following factors:

In favour of the public interest:

• Meeting the objects of the Act favouring access to documents.
• Ensuring optimal use of public resources.
• High level of interest in the accountability of public office holders.
• The importance of transparency and openness and the interest that the public

has in the decision-making processes of Government.

Contrary to the public interest:

• The need to preserve confidentiality of certain information being shared
between government agencies.

• The recent age of the information was considered and the continuing
relevance of the matters.

• To release this information would harm inter-governmental relationships with
the Commonwealth Government resulting in agencies reconsidering their
position regarding their future interactions with the South Australian
Government.

Having considered the various factors weighing for and against disclosure, I have
determined that disclosure of this information would, on balance, be contrary to the
public interest.

The material removed pursuant to Clause 9(1) consists of information for decision-
making purposes.
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Clause 9(1) states:

"9— Internal working documents

(1) A document is an exempt document if it contains matter—
(a) that relates to -

(i) any opinion, advice or recommendation that has been
obtained, prepared or recorded; or

(ii) any consultation or deliberation that has taken place, in
the course of, or for the purpose of, the decision-making
functions of the Government, a Minister or an agency; and

(b) the disclosure of which would, on balance, be contrary to the
public interest."

In addressing the public interest test for the Clause 9(1) exemption, I have balanced
the following factors:

In favour of the public interest:

• Meeting the objects of the Act favouring access to documents.
• Ensuring optimal use of public resources.
• High level of interest in the accountability of public office holders.
• The importance of transparency and openness and the interest that the public

has in the decision-making processes of Government.

Contrary to the public interest:

• The recent age of the information was considered and the continuing
relevance of the matters.

• Confidentiality of such matters must be maintained for internal decision-
making purposes.

• Disclosure of this information may compromise the manner in which
information is communicated and gathered for the decision-making processes
of Government. If such processes were unable to be undertaken without fear
of premature release, this would jeopardise the way in which the Government
seeks input for decision-making purposes.

Having considered the various factors weighing for and against disclosure, I have
determined that disclosure of this information would, on balance, be contrary to the
public interest.

Determination 4

I have determined that access to the following document is granted in part:

Doc No.

11

Description of document

Departmental Workflow Request dated 13/1/2023 re
documentation for sheep and goat el D mandate

No. of

Pages
1

The information removed from the above document is pursuant to Clause 6(1) of
Schedule 1 of the Freedom of Information Act which states:
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"6 - Documents affecting personal affairs
(1) A document is an exempt document if it contains matter the disclosure of

which would involve the unreasonable disclosure of information
concerning the personal affairs of any person (living or dead). "

The information removed consists of the name of a member of the public.

It is considered that members of the public can correspond with a Minister without
fear that their identities are released.

Accordingly, it is considered that disclosure of this information would be an
unreasonable intrusion into the privacy rights of the individual concerned.

Determination 5

I have determined that access to the following document is granted in part:

Doc No.

12

Description of document

Minute from Chief Executive, Department of Primary Industries
and Regions to Minister for Primary Industries and Regional
Development dated 23/2/2023

No. of

Pages
5

The information removed from the above document is pursuant to Clause 6(1),
Clause 7(1 )(c) and Clause 9(1) of Schedule 1 of the Freedom of Information Act.

The information removed from the above document pursuant to Clause 6(1) consists
of the following:

• Name of an individual
• Identifying information relating to an individual

It is considered that members of the public can correspond with a Minister without
fear that their identities are released.

Accordingly, it is considered that disclosure of this information would be an
unreasonable intrusion into the privacy rights of the individual concerned.

The information removed pursuant to Clause 7(1 )(c) consists of the following:

• Names of industry organisations
• Details containing business affairs

Clause 7(1 )(c) states:

"7- Documents affecting business affairs
(1) A document is an exempt document -

(c) if it contains matter -
(i) consisting of information (other than trade secrets or

information referred to in paragraph (b)) concerning the
business, professional, commercial or financial affairs of any
agency or any other person; and
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(ii) the disclosure of which -
(A) could reasonably be expected to have an adverse

effect on those affairs or to prejudice the future supply
of such information to the Government or to an
agency; and

(B) would, on balance, be contrary to the public interest"

In addressing the public interest test requirement for the Clause 7(1 )(c) exemption, I
have balanced the following factors:

In favour of the public interest:

• Meeting the objects of the Act favouring access to documents.
• Ensuring optimal use of public resources.
• High level of interest in the accountability of public office holders.
• The importance of transparency and openness and the interest that the public

has in the decision-making processes of Government.

Contrary to the public interest:

• The need to preserve confidentiality of the names of organisations and
associated information when undertaking business discussions.

• It is considered that organisations can correspond with industry organisations
and Government without fear that their identities are released.

• The recent age of the information was considered and the continuing
relevance of the matters.

• If the information was released, organisations may be reluctant to transact
with Government for fear of their identities being exposed.

• Disclosure of this information may compromise the manner in which
information is recorded for the decision-making processes and transparency
of Government.

• The release of this information would have the potential to harm business
relationships with Government.

Having considered the various factors weighing for and against disclosure, I have
determined that disclosure of this information would, on balance, be contrary to the
public interest.

The material removed pursuant to Clause 9(1) consists of information for decision-
making purposes.

In addressing the public interest test for the Clause 9(1) exemption, I have balanced
the following factors:

In favour of the public interest:

• Meeting the objects of the Act favouring access to documents.
• Ensuring optimal use of public resources.
• High level of interest in the accountability of public office holders.
• The importance of transparency and openness and the interest that the public

has in the decision-making processes of Government.
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Contrary to the public interest:

• The recent age of the information was considered and the continuing
relevance of the matters.

• Confidentiality of such matters must be maintained for internal decision-
making purposes.

• Disclosure of this information may compromise the manner in which
information is communicated and gathered for the decision-making processes
of Government. If such processes were unable to be undertaken without fear
of premature release, this would jeopardise the way in which the Government
seeks input for decision-making purposes.

Having considered the various factors weighing for and against disclosure, I have
determined that disclosure of this information would, on balance, be contrary to the
public interest.

Determination 6

I have determined that access to the following documents is granted in part:

Doc No.

1

2a

3

4

4a

4b

7

8a

13

Description of document

Departmental Workflow Request dated 1/12/2022 re funding
support for implementation of electronic identification in
saleyards
Attachment to Document 2 - Letter from Minister for Primary
Industries and Regional Development to industry organisation
dated 10/1/2023 re scanning of sheep and goats
Departmental Workflow Request dated 14/1 1/2022 re Sheep
Traceability
Minute from Chief Executive, Department of Primary Industries
and Regions to Minister for Primary Industries and Regional
Development dated 5/12/2022
Attachment to Document 4 - Letter from Minister for Primary
Industries and Regional Development to Livestock SA dated
22/12/2022 re mandatory elDs for sheep and goats
Attachment to Document 4 - Letter from Minister for Primary
Industries and Regional Development to industry organisation
dated 22/12/2022 re mandatory el Ps for sheep and goats
Departmental Workflow Request dated 8/12/2022 re proposed
introduction of mandatory electronic tagging for sheep and
goats
Attachment to Document 8 - Letter from Minister for Primary
Industries and Regional Development dated 2/3/2023 re
mandatory electronic tagging for sheep and goats
Departmental Workflow Request dated 8/2/2023 re State
Government position on sheep and goat elD exemptions

No. of

Pages
1

1

1

4

1

1

1

1

1

The information removed from the above documents is pursuant to Clause 7(1 )(c) of
Schedule 1 of the Freedom of Information Act.
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The material removed consists of the names of industry organisations and
associated information identifying the organisations.

In addressing the public interest test requirement for the Clause 7(1 )(c) exemption, I
have balanced the following factors:

In favour of the public interest:

• Meeting the objects of the Act favouring access to documents.
• Ensuring optimal use of public resources.
• High level of interest in the accountability of public office holders.
• The importance of transparency and openness and the interest that the public

has in the decision-making processes of Government.

Contrary to the public interest:

• The need to presen/e confidentiality of the names of organisations when
undertaking business discussions.

• It is considered that organisations can correspond with industry organisations
and Government without fear that their identities are released.

• The recent age of the information was considered and the continuing
relevance of the matters.

• If the information was released, organisations may be reluctant to transact
with Government for fear of their identities being exposed.

• Disclosure of this information may compromise the manner in which
information is recorded for the decision-making processes and transparency
of Government.

• The release of this information would have the potential to harm business
relationships with Government.

Having considered the various factors weighing for and against disclosure, I have
determined that disclosure of this information would, on balance, be contrary to the
public interest.

Determination 7

I have determined that access to the following document is granted in part:

Doc No.

8

Description of document

Minute from Chief Executive, Department of Primary Industries
and Regions to Minister for Primary Industries and Regional
Development dated 11/1/2023 re electronic tagging for sheep
and goats

No. of

Pages
3

The information removed from the above document is pursuant to Clause 7(1 )(c)
and Clause 9(1) of Schedule 1 of the Freedom of Information Act.

The information removed pursuant to Clause 7(1 )(c) consists of the names of
industry organisations and associated information identifying the organisations.

Page 9 of 13



In addressing the public interest test requirement for the Clause 7(1 )(c) exemption, I
have balanced the following factors:

In favour of the public interest:

• Meeting the objects of the Act favouring access to documents.
• Ensuring optimal use of public resources.
• High level of interest in the accountability of public office holders.
• The importance of transparency and openness and the interest that the public

has in the decision-making processes of Government.

Contrary to the public interest:

• The need to preserve confidentiality of the names of organisations when
undertaking business discussions.

• It is considered that organisations can correspond with industry organisations
and Government without fear that their identities are released.

• The recent age of the information was considered and the continuing
relevance of the matters.

• If the information was released, organisations may be reluctant to transact
with Government for fear of their identities being exposed.

• Disclosure of this information may compromise the manner in which
information is recorded for the decision-making processes and transparency
of Government.

• The release of this information would have the potential to harm business
relationships with Government.

Having considered the various factors weighing for and against disclosure, I have
determined that disclosure of this information would, on balance, be contrary to the
public interest.

The material removed pursuant to Clause 9(1) consists of information for decision-
making purposes.

In addressing the public interest test for the Clause 9(1) exemption, I have balanced
the following factors:

In favour of the public interest:

• Meeting the objects of the Act favouring access to documents.
• Ensuring optimal use of public resources.
• High level of interest in the accountability of public office holders.
• The importance of transparency and openness and the interest that the public

has in the decision-making processes of Government.
• High level of interest in the Government's efforts in maintaining fruit fly.

Contrary to the public interest:

• The recent age of the information was considered and the continuing
relevance of the matters.
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• Confidentiality of such matters must be maintained for internal decision-
making purposes.

• Disclosure of this information may compromise the manner in which
information is communicated and gathered for the decision-making processes
of Government. If such processes were unable to be undertaken without fear
of premature release, this would jeopardise the way in which the Government
seeks input for decision-making purposes.

Having considered the various factors weighing for and against disclosure, I have
determined that disclosure of this information would, on balance, be contrary to the
public interest.

Determination 8

I have determined that access to the following document is refused:

Doc No.

14a

Description of document

Attachment to Document 14 - Draft Cabinet Note

No. of

Pages
3

Access to the above document is refused pursuant to Clause 1 (1 )(b) of Schedule 1
of the Freedom of Information Act which states:

"1 - Cabinet documents

(1) A document is an exempt document -
(b) if it is a preliminary draft of a document referred to in paragraph (a);"

The document consists of a preliminary draft of a proposed Cabinet Note (whether
or not it had been submitted to Cabinet).

Determination 9

I have determined that access to the following document is refused:

Doc No.

14

Description of document

Minute from Chief Executive, Department of Primary Industries
and Regions to Minister for Primary Industries and Regional
Development dated 6/2/2023 re Cabinet document

No. of

Pages
3

Access to the above document is refused pursuant to Clause 1(1 )(e) of Schedule 1
of the Freedom of Information Act which states:

"1 - Cabinet documents

(1) A document is an exempt document -
(e) if it contains matter the disclosure of which would disclose

information concerning any deliberation or decision of Cabinet;"

Disclosure of this document would reveal detail of a matter considered in Cabinet.
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Determination 10

I have determined that access to the following document is refused:

Doc No.

14b

Description of document

Attachment to Document 14 - Cabinet Speech Notes

No. of

Pages
1

Access to the above document is refused pursuant to Clause 1(1 )(f) of Schedule 1
of the Freedom of Information Act which states:

"1 - Cabinet documents

(1) A document is an exempt document -
(f) if it is a briefing paper specifically prepared for the use of a Minister

in relation to a matter submitted, or proposed to be submitted to
Cabinet."

The document consists of draft speech notes prepared for the use of a Minister in
Cabinet.

Determination 11

I have determined that access to the following document is refused:

Doc No.

15

Description of document

Parliamentary Briefing Note dated 30/1/2023

No. of

Pages
4

Access to the above document is refused pursuant to Clause 17(c) of Schedule 1 of
the Freedom of Information Act which states:

"17 - Documents subject to contempt etc
A document is an exempt document if it contains matter the public
disclosure of which would, but for any immunity of the Crown -

(c) infringe the privilege of Parliament."

The document consists of a briefing note which was specifically prepared for the
purpose of use in proceedings in Parliament. Disclosure of this information would
infringe the privilege of Parliament.

If you are unhappy with this determination you are entitled to exercise your rights of
external review with the Ombudsman SA. Alternatively, you can apply to the South
Australian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (SACAT). If you wish to seek a review, you
must do so within 30 calendar days of receiving this internal review determination.

For more information about seeking a review or appeal, please contact the
Ombudsman SA on telephone (08) 8226 8699 or SACAT on 1800 723 767.
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In accordance with the requirements of Premier and Cabinet Circular PC045, details
of your application, and the documents to which you are given access, will be
published in PIRSA's disclosure log. A copy of PC045 can be found at
http://dpc.sa.aov.au/ data/assets/pdf file/0019/20818/PC045-Disclosure-Log-
Policy.pdf

If you disagree with publication, please advise the undersigned in writing within
fourteen calendar days from the date of this determination.

Should you require further information or clarification with respect to this matter,
please contact Ms Rachael Colegate on 8226 2931 or email:
Minister. Scriven(3)sa.qov.au.

Yours sincerely

/-,

Hon Clare Scriven MLC
MINISTER FOR PRIMARY INDUSTRIES AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
MINISTER FOR FOREST INDUSTRIES

S€ / 4 / 2023
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