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AGRICULTURE MINISTERS AND CHIEF EXECUTIVES SINCE 1856 

 
Years Minister Ministerial Title Name of Dept Head of Dept 
1856-1857 Charles Bonney Commissioner of Crown Lands 

and Immigration 
  

1857 William Milne Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

  

1857 Marshall McDermott Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

  

1857-1859 Francis Dutton Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

  

1859 John Neales Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

  

1859-1860 William Milne Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

  

1860-1861 John Bagot Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

  

1861 Henry Strangways Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

  

1861 Matthew Moorhouse Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

  

1861-1863 Henry Strangways Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

  

1863 Francis Dutton Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

  

1863-1864 Lavington Glyde Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

  

1864 William Milne Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

  

1864-1865 Arthur Blyth Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

  

1865 Henry Strangways Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 
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Years Minister Ministerial Title Name of Dept Head of Dept 
1865 Lavington Glyde Commissioner of Crown Lands 

and Immigration 
  

1865-1866 John Neales Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

  

1866-1867 William Milne Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

  

1867-1868 Lavington Glyde Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

  

1868 William Townsend Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

  

1868 Lavington Glyde Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

  

1868-1870 Wentworth Cavanagh Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

  

1870-1871 Arthur Blyth Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

  

1871-1872 William Townsend Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

  

1872 Edwin Derrington Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

  

1872-1873 Thomas Reynolds Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

  

1873-1875 William Everard Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

  

1875-1876 Ebenezer Ward Minister of Agriculture and 
Education 

  

1876 Thomas Playford Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

  

1876-1877 Ebenezer Ward Minister of Agriculture and 
Education 

  

1877-1881 Thomas Playford Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

 John Custance 1881-1887 

1881-1884 Alfred Catt Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

 John Custance 1881-1887 
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Years Minister Ministerial Title Name of Dept Head of Dept 
1884-1885 Jenkin Coles Commissioner of Crown Lands 

and Immigration 
 

1885 Thomas Playford Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

 

1885-1887 James Howe Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

 

1887-1889 Jenkin Coles Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

 William Lowrie 1887 
H McMinnies 1887 

1889-1890 Thomas Burgoyne Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

  

1890 James Howe Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

  

1890 John Osman Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

  

1890-1892 William Copley Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

  

1892 Thomas Playford Minister of Agriculture and 
Education 

  

1892 Peter Gillen Commissioner of Crown Lands 
and Immigration 

  

1892-1893 William Copley Minister of Agriculture and 
Education 

  

1893 John Castine Minister of Agriculture and 
Education 

  

1893-1898  John Cockburn Minister of Education and 
Agriculture 

  

1898-1899 Richard Butler Minister of Education and 
Agriculture 

  

1899 Thomas Burgoyne Minister of Education and 
Agriculture 

  

1899-1901 Egerton Lee Minister of Education and 
Agriculture 

  

1901-1902 Laurence O’Loughlin Commissioner of Crown Lands   
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1902-1905 Richard Butler Commissioner of Crown Lands 

and Immigration 
Agriculture Arthur Perkins 1902-1904 

William Angus 1904-1910 
1905 Richard Foster Minister of Agriculture Agriculture  

 
William Angus 1904-1910 

1905-1909 Laurence O’Loughlin Minister of Agriculture Agriculture 1902-1906 
Agriculture and 
Intelligence 1906-1908 

1909 Ephraim Coombe Minister of Agriculture Agriculture 
1909-1910 Thomas Pascoe Minister of Agriculture Agriculture 
1910-1912 James Wilson Minister of Industry and 

Agriculture 
Agriculture AEV Richardson 1910-1911 

William Lowrie 1911-1914 
1912-1915 Thomas Pascoe Minister of Agriculture and 

Irrigation 
Agriculture William Lowrie 1911-1914 

Arthur Perkins 1914-1936 
1915-1917 Clarence Goode Minister of Agriculture Agriculture 

Arthur Perkins 1914-1936 
 

1917 George Ritchie Minister of Agriculture Agriculture 
1917-1918 Reginald Blundell Minister of Agriculture Agriculture 
1918 Edward Alfred Anstey Minister of Agriculture Agriculture 
1918-1919 Richard Butler Minister of Agriculture Agriculture 
1919 George Ritchie Minister of Agriculture Agriculture 
1919-1920 William Harvey Minister of Agriculture Agriculture 
1920-1922 Thomas Pascoe Minister of Agriculture Agriculture 
1922-1923 George Jenkins Minister of Agriculture Agriculture 
1923-1924 John Cowan Minister of Agriculture Agriculture 
1924-1927 Thomas Butterfield Minister of Agriculture Agriculture 
1927-1930 John Cowan Minister of Agriculture Agriculture 
1930-1933 Stanley Whitford Minister of Agriculture Agriculture 
1933-1944 Albert Percy Blesing Minister of Agriculture Agriculture Arthur Perkins 1914-1936 

Walter Spafford 1936-1949 
1944-1954 George Jenkins Minister of Agriculture Agriculture Walter Spafford 1936-1949 

Allan Callaghan 1949-1959 
1954-1956 Arthur Christian Minister of Agriculture Agriculture Allan Callaghan 1949-1959 
1956 Thomas Playford Jnr Minister of Agriculture Agriculture  

Allan Callaghan 1949-1959 
 

1956-1958 Glen Pearson Minister of Agriculture Agriculture 

1958-1965 David Brookman Minister of Agriculture Agriculture Allan Callaghan 1949-1959 
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Arthur Strickland 1959-1970 

1965-1968 Gabriel Bywaters Minister of Agriculture Agriculture  
Arthur Strickland 1959-1970 
 

1968 Thomas Casey Minister of Agriculture Agriculture 
1968-1970 Clarence Story Minister of Agriculture Agriculture 
1970-1975 Thomas Casey Minister of Agriculture Agriculture Marshall Irving 1970-1975 
1975-1979 Brian Chatterton Minister of Agriculture Agriculture and 

Fisheries 
Peter Trumble 1975-1976 
Jim McColl 1976-1985 

1979-1982 Ted Chapman Minister of Agriculture Agriculture  
Jim McColl 1976-1985 
 

1982-1983 Brian Chatterton Minister of Agriculture Agriculture 
1983 Chris Sumner Minister of Agriculture Agriculture 
1983-1985 Frank Blevins Minister of Agriculture Agriculture Jim McColl 1976-1985 

John Radcliffe 1985-1992 
1985-1989 Kym Mayes Minister of Agriculture Agriculture John Radcliffe 1985-1992 

 1989-1992 Lynn Arnold Minister of Agriculture Agriculture 
1992-1993 Terry Groom Minister of Primary Industries Primary Industries Ray Dundon 1992-1993 
1993-1995 Dale Baker Minister of Primary Industries Primary Industries Mike Madigan 1993-1997 
1995-2001 Rob Kerin Minister for Primary Industries, 

Natural Resources and 
Regional Development 1995-
1998 
Minister for Primary Industries 
and Resources 1998-2001 

Primary Industries to 
1997 
Primary Industries and 
Resources from 1997 

Mike Madigan 1993-1997 
Dennis Mutton 1997-2001 

2001-2002 Caroline Schaeffer Minister for Primary Industries Primary Industries and 
Resources  

Dennis Mutton 1997-2001 
Barry Windle 2002 

2002-2004 Paul Holloway Minister for Agriculture, Food 
and Fisheries 

Primary Industries and 
Resources  

Barry Windle 2002 
Jim Hallion 2002-2006 

2004-2009 Rory McEwen Minister for Agriculture, Food 
and Fisheries 

Primary Industries and 
Resources  

Jim Hallion 2002-2006 
Geoff Knight 2006-2011 

2009-2010 Paul Caica Minister for Agriculture, Food 
and Fisheries 

Primary Industries and 
Resources  

Geoff Knight 2006-2011 

2010-2011 Michael O’Brien Minister for Agriculture and 
Fisheries 

Primary Industries and 
Resources  

Geoff Knight 2006-2011 

2011-2014 Gail Gago Minister for Agriculture, Food 
and Fisheries 

Primary Industries and 
Resources  

Ian Nightingale 2011-2013 
Scott Ashby 2013-2020 
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2014-2018 Leon Bignell Minister for Agriculture, Food 

and Fisheries 
Primary Industries and 
Resources  

Scott Ashby 2013-2020 

2018-2020 Tim Whetstone Minister for Primary Industries 
and Regional Development 

Primary Industries and 
Resources  

Scott Ashby 2013-2020 
Michelle Edge 2020-2021 

2020-2022 David Basham Minister for Primary Industries 
and Regional Development 

Primary Industries and 
Regions 

Michelle Edge 2020-2021 
Mehdi Doroudi 2021-
present 

2022- Clare Scriven Minister for Primary Industries 
and Regional Development 
Minister for Forest Industries 

Primary Industries and 
Regions 

Mehdi Doroudi 2021- 
present 

 


