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Dear
Determination under the Freedom of Information Act 1991

| refer to your application made under the Freedom of Information Act 1991 which was
received by the Department of Primary Industries and Regions (PIRSA) on 18 August
2023, seeking access to the following:

e “All substantive correspondence with inter-state agencies about Salmonella
Enteriditis (SE) between 1 September 2018 — 30 March 2019. This request is
not intended to include administrative correspondence (meeting invites, etc) but
should include all other correspondence.

e All notifications of outbreaks of SE within your jurisdiction between 1 September
2018 — 30 March 2019.”

On 25 August 2023, contact was made with you by PIRSA’s Senior Freedom of

Information Advisor and it was clarified that inter-state agencies refers to PIRSA’s
interstate counterparts (public sector agencies).

Pursuant to Section 14A of the Freedom of Information Act, the legislative timeframe
in which to provide a determination was extended until 9 October 2023.

Accordingly, the following determination has been finalised.

| have located eleven documents that are captured within the first paragraph of your
request. No documents were located in response to the second paragraph.

Determination 1

| have determined that access to the following documents is granted in full:

'Emails between Queensland Department of Agriculture and BE
Fisheries and M Sexton (PIRSA) dated 22/1/2019 re
Salmonella Enteriditis

2 Emails between NSW Department of Primary Industries and M 2
Sexton (PIRSA) dated 8/2/2019 and 14/2/2019 re NSEMAP
information '
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6a Attachment to Document 6 — NSW Department of Industry 92
Presentation “Salmonella Enteritidis — its importance to
business and public health” dated 15/3/2019

The information removed from Documents 1 and 6a is outside of the scope of your
request.

Determination 2

| have determined that access to the following documents is granted in part:

5a Attachment to Document 5 — NSW Department of Primary 1
Industries National Salmonella Enteriditis Monitoring &
Accreditation Program — Approved veterinarian application form
dated 12/4/2018

6 Email from Department of Jobs, Precincts and Regions dated 2
15/3/2019 re PHWLG meeting

The information removed from the above documents is pursuant to Clause 6(1) of
Schedule 1 of the Freedom of Information Act which states:

“6 - Documents affecting personal affairs

(1) A document is an exempt document if it contains matter the disclosure of
which would involve the unreasonable disclosure of information concerning
the personal affairs of any person (living or dead).”

With respect to Document 5a, the information removed consists of the following details
relating to an individual:

e Registration number
e Postal address
e Mobile telephone number

With regard to Document 6, the information removed consists of email addresses of
individuals.

Accordingly, it is considered that disclosure of this information would be an
unreasonable intrusion into the privacy rights of the individuals concerned.

Determination 3

| have determined that access to the following documents is granted in part:

Emails between NSW Department of Primary Industries and M
Sexton (PIRSA) dated 8/2/2019 and 6/3/2019 re NSEMAP
information

Page 2 of 7

OFFICIAL



OFFICIAL

5b Attachment to Document 5 - NSW Department of Primary 3
Industries National Salmonella Enteriditis Monitoring &
Accreditation Program — Owner Agreement dated 24/4/2018

06 Attachment to Document 5 - NSW Department of Primary 2
Industries National Salmonella Enteriditis Monitoring &
Accreditation Program — Veterinary report & recommendation
for initial accreditation dated 24/4/2018

The information removed from the above documents is pursuant to Clause 6(1) and
Clause 7(1)(c) of Schedule 1 of the Freedom of Information Act.

The information removed pursuant to Clause 6(1) consists of the following details
relating to individuals:

Document 5:
e Name of individual
e Registration number
e Mobile telephone numbers
e Private telephone number

Document 5b:
e Name of individual
e Mobile telephone number
e Private telephone numbers

Document 5c:
e Registration number
e Mobile telephone number

Accordingly, it is considered that disclosure of this information would be an
unreasonable intrusion into the privacy rights of the individuals concerned.

Clause 7(1)(c) states:

“7 — Documents affecting business affairs
(1) A document is an exempt document —
(c) ifit contains matter —

(i) consisting of information (other than frade secrets or
information referred fto in paragraph (b)) concerning the
business, professional, commercial or financial affairs of any
agency or any other person; and

(i) the disclosure of which —

(A) could reasonably be expected to have an adverse effect
on those affairs or to prejudice the future supply of such
information to the Government or to an agency; and

(B) would, on balance, be contrary to the public interest”

The information removed pursuant to Clause 7(1)(c) consists of the following
information which would reveal the identification of a business:
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Document 5;:

Business name
Business address

Document 5b:

Business name
Property address
Business postal address
PIC number

Document 5c:

Business name
Property address
PIC number

In addressing the public interest test requirement for the Clause 7 exemption, | have
balanced the following factors:

In favour of the public interest:

Meeting the objects of the Act favouring access to documents.

Ensuring optimal use of public resources.

High level of interest in the accountability of public office holders.

The importance of transparency and openness and the interest that the public
has in the decision-making processes of Government.

High level of community interest in public and animal health.

Contrary to the public interest:

Protecting the business interests of third parties.

Businesses should be a part of monitoring programs without fear that their
business details are released. _

If third parties cannot be assured of confidentiality by Government with respect
to communications relating to their business information, this would have the
potential to harm business relationships with Government and hamper future
dealings with agencies for the betterment of South Australia.

Disclosure of this information would be expected to prejudice the future supply
of information to Government, as the level of trust in handling such information
would be substantially diminished.

The release of this information would discourage the organisation concerned
and other third parties from engaging with PIRSA to the detriment of the
betterment of South Australia.

Having considered the various factors weighing for and against disclosure, | have
determined that disclosure of this information would, on balance, be contrary to the
public interest.
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Determination 4

| have determined that access to the following documents is granted in part:

Emall thread bet\)v‘een Department ofEconomchevelopment 5 |
Jobs, Transport and Resources and M Sexton (PIRSA) dated
4/3/2019 re Salmonella data

4 Email from M Sexton (PIRSA) to Department of Economic 1
Development, Jobs, Transport and Resources dated 6/3/2019
re drag swab results

The information removed from the above documents is pursuant to Clause 7(1)(c) of
Schedule 1 of the Freedom of Information Act.

The information removed consists of the following details relating to businesses:

e Name of businesses
e Potential identifying information

In addressing the public interest test requirement for the Clause 7 exemption, | have
balanced the following factors:

In favour of the public interest:

Meeting the objects of the Act favouring access to documents.

Ensuring optimal use of public resources.

High level of interest in the accountability of public office holders.

The importance of transparency and openness and the interest that the public
has in the decision-making processes of Government.

e High level of community interest in public and animal health.

Contrary to the public interest:

e Protecting the business interests of third parties.

e Businesses should be a part of monitoring programs without fear that their
business details are released.

e If third parties cannot be assured of confidentiality by Government with respect
to communications relating to their commercially sensitive information, this
would have the potential to harm business relationships with Government and
hamper future dealings with agencies for the betterment of South Australia.

e Disclosure of this information would be expected to prejudice the future supply
of information to Government, as the level of trust in handling such information
would be substantially diminished.

e The release of this information would discourage the organisation concerned
and other third parties from engaging with PIRSA to the detriment of the
betterment of South Australia.
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Having considered the various factors weighing for and against disclosure, | have
determined that disclosure of this information would, on balance, be contrary to the
public interest.

Determination 5

| have determined that access to the following document is refused:

4a Attachment to Document 4 - Laborr‘étovfy results 1

Access to the above document is refused pursuant to Clause 12(1) of Schedule 1 of
the Freedom of Information Act and Section 74 of the Veterinary Practice Act 2003.

Clause 12(1) of Schedule 1 of the Freedom of Information Act states:

“12—Documents the subject of secrecy provisions
(1) A document is an exempt document if it contains matter the disclosure of
which would constitute an offence against an Act.”

Section 74 of the Veterinary Practice Act states:

“74—Confidentiality

(1) A person engaged or formerly engaged in the administration of this Act
or the repealed Act must not divulge or communicate personal
information obtained (whether by that person or otherwise) in the
course of official duties except—

(a) as required or authorised by or under this Act or any other Act
or law; or

(b) with the consent of the person to whom the information relates;
or

(c) in connection with the administration of this Act or the repealed
Act; or

(d) to an authority with responsibility for administering a
corresponding law in connection with the administration of that
law; or

(e) fo an authority or other body in connection with the
establishment or administration of a national database
envisaged by section 75.

Maximum penalty: $10 000.”
The document consists of laboratory results.

The information was obtained by authorised officers of PIRSA’s Biosecurity Division
for the purpose of enforcing compliance with the Veterinary Practice Act.
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Disclosure of this information would breach the agency’s duties and obligation under
Section 74 of the Veterinary Practice Act regarding disclosure of confidential
information obtained in enforcing the Act.

Accordingly, pursuant to Clause 12(1) of Schedule 1 of the Freedom of Information Act,
the release of this information would constitute an offence against an Act.

If you are dissatisfied with this determination, you are entitled to exercise your right of
review and appeal as outlined in the attached documentation Making a Freedom of
Information Application | State Records of South Australia (archives.sa.gov.au), by
completing the “FOI Application Form for Internal Review of a Determination” and
returning the completed form to:

Freedom of Information Principal Officer
Department of Primary Industries and Regions
GPO Box 1671

ADELAIDE SA 5001

or via email PIRSA.FOl@sa.gov.au

In accordance with the requirements of Premier and Cabinet Circular PC045, details
of your application, and the documents to which you are given access, will be published
in PIRSA’s disclosure log. A copy of PC045 can be found at
http://dpc.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf file/0019/20818/PC045-Disclosure-Log-

Policy.pdf

If you disagree with publication, please advise the undersigned in writing within
fourteen calendar days from the date of this determination.

Should you require further information or clarification with réspect to this matter, please
contact Ms Lisa Farley, Senior Freedom of Information Advisor on 8429 0422 or email

PIRSA.FOlI@sa.gov.au.

Yours sincerely

Brad Webber
Accredited Freedom of Information Officer
DEPARTMENT OF PRIMARY INDUSTRIES AND REGIONS
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Doc 6a
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2. The case of Salmonella Enteritidis in NSW — Jenna Fraser and Lisa Szabo
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Salmonella Enteritidis - its importance
to business and public health

Jenna Fraser, Veterinary Policy & Project Officer

Lisa Szabo, Group Director Food Safety & CEO Food
Authority

DPI Biosecurity & Food Safety
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Outline

» Salmonella Enteritidis

* Locally acquired SE in humans (NSW)
* Human outbreak investigation

* On-farm detections and response

» Existing risk-reduction approaches

» Enhanced risk-reduction approaches

DPI Biosecurity & Food Safety

Salmonella enterica serovar Enteritidis (SE)

e > 2000 serovars of Salmonella enterica
» SE emerged as foodborne pathogen in 1988

e Human infection

e Clinical presentation: fever, diarrhoea, loss of appetite,
headache, stomach cramps, nausea and vomiting

* Salmonella infection is a notifiable condition
* Poultry infection

e Clinical presentation: depression, poor growth,
weakness, diarrhoea, and dehydration or none

e Detection is notifiable
» Can contaminate eggs before the shells are formed
» SE is not considered endemic in Australian poultry

DPI Biosecurity & Food Safety
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Locally acquired SE in humans

O Rk N WA VO N ® O

® 0 ® 0 XM M W M W 0 WM WK MWW N WKWK WK WM O W0 PO N N K K
R R T T T T T T R R T T T T = T T T T = T T T T T T I < T <
IR = - - - - - R R R R R R EEEEEE-ER]
N T R N R A S R R S R N N N N N T N A N
PO N SD DO ITRRARRNRRNRNIAIDADAAAANDSSSO ST T ]8SII]IN
SL8RLLLLLLILLRLILILLLERRLEgLgLITSTFTIEIsEgsssEsgsss
PO R MR TA I AN I IV AT IR IFLEAIOIRNITIITIIASS & 9
4 &« RN EERNIEN = a R - & @ EERNERN SRR - & @
Onset date/week commencing
m Confirmed (NSW) Confirmed (QLD) ~ mProbable ~ mSecondary  m Confirmed (International)

6/01/2019
13/01/2019
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DPI Biosecurity & Food Safety

Human outbreak investigation

All SE cases are interviewed in NSW

September 2018

Birthday gathering affecting 6/20

Two school camps to Sydney affecting 30/85
Eggs supplied by a farm in Cobbitty NSW
Consumer level egg recall

January 2019

Restaurant (6 cases) — Eastern Creek NSW
Consumer advisory

SE — WGS not seen before in Australia (or in international
databasesto date)

DPI Biosecurity & Food Safety




15/03/2019

On-farm detections and response

Cobbitty

Sept 18: SE* grading

Eastern Creek Jan 19: SE* birds, sheds, grading

Jan 19: SE* birds, sheds, grading

Sept 18: SE* birds, sheds, grading

DPI Biosecurity & Food Safety

Existing risk-reduction approaches

Eggs and raw egg products

—) —) —
Egg Farm Egg grading & processing Labelling &transport Retail & consumers
«  Construction «  Crack detection «  Traceability *  No cracked/dirty eggs
« Maintenance «  Egg cleaning (incl. stamping) +  EHO training
+ Biosecurity + Storage +  Proper * High risk business
* Pest control » Facilities packaging program
* Feed cleaned and «  Temperature + Factsheetson
«  Water sanitised control handling
management «  Pulping and + FSS
pasteurising . ponsumer
\ | information
I

NSW Egg Food Safety Scheme | J

National Egg PPP Standard

(since 2010)

(since 2014)

[

Food Standards Code & non regulatory measures

Voluntary SE Monitoring Program
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Impact of existing strategies

Enhanced risk-reduction approaches

NSW / National

National Salmonella Enteritidis
Monitoring & Accreditation
Program

National Farm Biosecurity
Technical Manual for Egg
Production

National Farm Biosecurity
Manual - Poultry Production
National Water Biosecurity
Manual - Poultry Production

Egg Standards Australia

International

Vaccination

Registration and audit of
every business in the chain

Rigorous sampling and
testing programs

Salmonella-free chicks

Diversions to pulping and
pasteurization

Farm hygiene
Traceability

DPI Biosecurity & Food Safety




15/03/2019

Questions?

DPI Biosecurity & Food Safety
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Doc 5a

e
RI!!SQ’ Department of
e | Primnary Industries

NATIONAL SALMONELLA ENTERITIDIS MONITORING &
ACCREDITATION PROGRAM
Approved veterinarian application form

Veterinarian details:

(please print)

Surname(s): .. EXT.ON. ... First name(s): MARGCOCET
Company hame: %(CD%ECUQ«\W%A/FRKMHQ\I”:LNP%TQ] ..

HOSPItAl/CIINIC: .. i e e T T e

Clause 6(1)

Postal address: .
Clause 6(1)

Phone: 68 %@Z%CHB ............... Mobile: | e

X, ettt e e e Email: mar@@me:f‘SQan@Sﬂego\ﬂ% ‘
IM@J{CLQJQ ..... %QXJ‘@V N e (please prinf), a registered veterinarian
in Australi , apply to become an approved veterinarian in the national Salmonella Enteritidis

Monitoring & Accreditation Program (the Program).
| have poultry health knowledge and experience.

| am involved in provision of services to the Australian poultry industry on a fati=timefpart-time
basis (delete as appropriate).

| have read and understood the Program guidelines. | am familiar with the technical aspects of
the Program.

Please return to: Julie Rose :
Market Assurance Program Administrator
PO Box 3415
Albury NSW 2640
julie.rose@dpi.nsw.qov.au

National Salmonella Enteritidis Monitoring & Accreditation Program Page 1










Doc 5






Doc 5b

NSW | Department of
o | Primary Industries

NATIONAL SALMONELLA ENTERITIDIS MONITORING &
ACCREDITATION PROGRAM

OWNER AGREEMENT
(Please print)
Clause 6(1) . Clause 6(1)
Surname(s): . First Name(s):
cl 7(1
Company Name: e
Property Name: Clause 7(1)(c) ~ Clause 7(1)(c)
cl 7(1
Property Address: s TO
Postal Address: CRESUEIE]
“C”ZIause 6(1) Clause6()y
Phone: . P Fax: .........................
PIC: SRS FlockNo A
LLS:

| hereby apply to have the flocks located at the above property placed on the list of accredited flocks for the
national Salmonella Enteritidis Monitoring & Accreditation Program (the Program).

| undertake to provide all information about the property and the history of the flocks relative to Salmoneila
Enteritidis (SE) to my approved veterinarian.

I have read and understood the Program guidelines. | agree to undertake to comply with all the requirements
of the Program.

| have read and understood the SE environmental sampling procedures as outlined in Appendix 1 of the
Program guidelines.

I understand that the SE accredited status of the flocks will be maintained unless | am in breach of the
Program guidelines or positive serological or environmental samples are reported or SE is cultured from the
internal organs of chickens from suspected SE positive flocks.

I understand that all costs as part of obtaining and maintaining accreditation in the Program, including
sampling, testing and biosecurity assessments, are my responsibility.

Annual verification of the Program will be done in conjunction with either the Egg Standard of Australia,
retailer (Coles or Woolworth) audits, State Food Safety Department audits or a Global Food Safety Initiative
recognised audit.

FLOCHK MANAGEMENT AND BIOSECURITY

1. My nominated approved veterinarian will make an assessment of flock management and biosecurity
prior to submitting a written report to the Market Assurance Program (MAP) Administrator with a

National Sa/monella Enteritidis Monitoring & Accreditation Program Owner Agreement 1



recommendation for accreditation.

2. My approved veterinarian will be promptly notified of any changes or alterations to flock management or
biosecurity that might affect flock accreditation status.

SREAKDOWNS

3. In addition to hormal notifiable disease reporting requirements, | will notify my approved veterinarian
immediately if SE is detected or suspected in the flocks.

4. If SE is confirmed in a flock, | will disclose all relevant information to my approved veterinarian to enable
the source of infection to be identified.

SUSPENSION AND CANCELLATION

Accreditation may be suspended if:

o

o Application for renewal is not carried out before the expiry date

= Testing is not carried out within 4 weeks of the specified period

s There is any breach or suspected breach of the Program guidelines

¢ SE positive serological or environmental samples are reported

» There is suspicion that the flock/s are associated with clinical cases of SE

+ Payment of renewal fees are not received before the expiry date

B. Accreditation will be cancelled following:
 Continued breaches of the Program guidelines

« SE positive culture from the internal organs of chickens from suspected SE paositive flocks

| undertake to ensure that the person/s collecting the environmental swab samples is/are suitably trained by an
approved tester.

o 00) et Angfja Sed (QP‘SA' V,eg |

Please indicate below the name of the trainer, position and the date training was provided to the individuals
listed above seeking approved tester status under the Program:

Approved tester

Trainer...... M. %tx&m

.................................................................................................

/ Y
Position.... tethnic

National Safmonelia Enteritidis Monitoring & Accredifation Program Owner Agreement 2



I undertake to inform the MAP Administrator and the relevant jurisdictional authority or authorities stated below
for my establishment of the results of positive testing for SE within 24 hours of the results being available.

i) Biosecurity & Food Safety- NSW Department of Primary Industries

ii) Chief Veterinary Officer Unit - Victorian Department of Economic Development, Jobs, Transport
and Resources

fii) Biosecurity Queensiand - Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries

iv) Biosecurity Tasmania - Tasmania Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and

Environment
v) Primary Industries and Regions SA (PIRSA)
vi) Department of Agriculture and Food, Western Australia (DAFWA)

vi) Northern Territory Government -~ Animal Biosecurity Branch

| agree to allow the laboratory to email complete SE sampling results to the MAP Administrator.

Lt

: 1
Pd ~ b4 R s /3 | -
Dated at U)m%wubwzx.w 53” this ‘*‘“L day of E\ 20 16

A h
I | K\ .

RNV o

Signature of Owner Sighature of veterinarian
1]

Momoret Soxbon

Na ' (please print)

List of national Salmonella Enteritidis Monitoring & Accreditation Program members

Details of your accreditation will automatically be published on our website:
If you do not wish to have your details published, please indicate by ticking box.

Disagree [ Signature: ... ... ... .o oo it coi it it it et e e e e e e

PLEASE RETAIN A COPY OF THIS FORM FOR YOUR REFERENCE

National Salmonelfa Enteritidis Monitoring & Accreditation Program Owner Agreement 3



Doc 5¢

A | ." .4
RI!QSL\’IG Department of
sovemeenr | Primary Industries

NATIONAL SALMONELLA ENTERITIDIS
MONITORING & ACCREDITATION PROGRAM
Veterinary report & recommendation for initial accreditation

Owner/Manager/Agent (the contact person for all correspondence)

(Please print)

Surname(s): First Name(s):
Clause 7(1)(c)

Company Name:

Clause 7(1)(c) Clause 7(1)(c)

Property Name:

Property Address: Clause 7(1)(c)

Postal Address:

Phone: Fax:

Clause 7(1)(c) Flock No.:  NA

PIC:

LLS: NA..
( Lace hond gm.as)

Management and risk assessment

Has an owner agreement form been signed by the owner?
Yes[] Nol[ (acopymustbe kept)

Have you explained the requirements of the national Salmonella Enteritidis Monitoring &
Accreditation Program (the Program) to the owner/manager/agent, and does he/she understand the
requirements? Yes No [

Monitored Status - Stage 1 (MS-1)

Have the flocks been monitored for Salmonella Enteritidis (SE) by three consecutive monthly tests?
Yes M No []

Has the sampling and testing been done in accordance with the guidelines and results forwarded to
the Market Assurance Program (MAP) Administrator? Yes M No ] ‘

Have all test results been negative for SE? Yes M No [
Are the flocks compliant with the other requirements of the guidelines for MS-1? Yes B5 No []

Monitored Status — Stage 2 (MS-2)

Have the flocks been monitored for SE by three consecutive 3-monthly tests? Yes[1 No[ ]



Are rearing flocks tested immediately prior to point of lay? Yes [ No [

Has the sampling and testing been done in accordance with the guidelines and results forwarded to
the MAP Administrator? Yes [] No []

Have all test results been negative for SE? Yes [1 No [
Are the flocks compliant with the other requirements of the guidelines for MS-2? Yes [[] No []

Accredited Status (AS)

Are production flocks tested for SE every 3 months? Yes [] No []
Are rearing flocks tested for SE immediately prior to point of lay? Yes[ 1 No [

Has the sampling and testing been done in accordance with the guidelines and results forwarded to
the MAP Administrator? Yes [] No []

Have all test results been negative for SE? Yes [] No []
Have you conducted an on-farm inspection of the flocks? Yes [C] No []

Is there a documented biosecurity program in place that monitors and prevents the introduction of
SE from outside the farm and spread between poultry sheds? Yes[[] No []

Are the above flocks compliant with all conditions of the guidelines required for AS? Yes (L] No [

Approved veterinarian

Veterinarian: M(‘MGCM‘d' S Q)(\B n

Registration no: Clause 6(1)

Hospital/clinic: BlOSL,,(,\.uF.“’“L\ 6@[ P\P\ﬁf—\‘
Postal address: (i £ B (rﬁl Qdda\cle SA D00

Phone: OR RLE290913 Mobile: uCIause 6(1)
Fax: Email: W\a{;g‘)o,r&+u‘5@x bf\ @%@ ‘80\(0”“ .

| declare that the information in this report is true and correct. Based on my risk assessment,
satisfactory on-farm inspection and negative SE test results | recommend the flocks be accredited
under the Program.

Signature: ............. Aéw ............................................................ Date: QL@ /CP ]8 .............

............. Moo %wﬁ’a)o-xjror\
Name (please print
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