
 
 
 
 

Objective ID: A4282009 

Fisheries and Aquaculture 

Level 14 
25 Grenfell Street 
Adelaide SA 5000 

GPO Box 1625 
Adelaide SA 5001 

DX  667 

Tel  (08) 8226 0299 
Fax  (08) 8463 3366 
www.pir.sa.gov.au 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 December 2019 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice to South Australian Sardine Fishery licence holders re observer coverage 
arrangements for the 2020 season  

 

I am writing to you in relation to the observer coverage arrangements in the South Australian 
Sardine Fishery (SASF) for the 2020 fishing season. 
 
Following consideration of the advice from the PIRSA meetings of licence holders on 7 and 21 
November 2019, correspondence from the South Australian Sardine Industry Association 
(SASIA) and the results of the South Australian Research and Development Institute (SARDI), 
Aquatic Sciences ‘Effectiveness of the industry code of practice in mitigating operational 
interactions of the South Australian Sardine Fishery with the short-beaked common dolphin 
(Delphinus delphis)’ I provide the following information in relation to observer coverage program 

for the 2020 season. 
 
Observer coverage level 

Observer coverage will be set at 20% of net sets for the 2020 season. PIRSA will facilitate these 
arrangements through the independent contracted observer coverage provider, Seatec Marine 
Pty Ltd. 
 
Increasing observer coverage level for individual vessels 

Observer coverage for individual vessels may be increased to 30% of net sets until the end of 
the financial year if there is a a breach of the industry Code of Practice to prevent wildlife 
interactions such as : 

o Failure to have crew in their nominated positions when pre assessing a net set 
o No search and/or delay procedures conducted 
o Unnecessary delays (during an encirclement) in the commencement of release procedures 

or failure to open the front of the net. 

PIRSA will invoice SASIA for the cost of any additional observer coverage incurred by individual 
vessels should an increase to 30% of net sets be required. 
 
Collection of additional funds to investigate further dolphin mitigation measures 

PIRSA will collect funds from SASIA equivalent to the cost of 10% observer coverage for the 
agreed purpose of conducting research and development into alternative monitoring and 
mitigation measures, including sonic deterrent devices and electronic monitoring. 
 
Additional funds will need to be collected from licence holders to cover the cost of the observer 
program for the 2020 season. Early in the New Year PIRSA will conduct discussions with SASIA 
to confirm the exact amount required to be collected for each of the components of the observer 
program for the 2020 season. 
 
As a large proportion of the 2020 TACC for the fishery will be taken in the first six months of 
2020 a review of the effectiveness of the observer coverage arrangements will be undertaken 
in July 2020. 
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Finally I would like to thank licence holders for the constructive matter in which discussions on 
the development of the 2020 observer program for the fishery have been undertaken. It has 
been a challenging time for the sector and your willingness to proactively address these issues 
to mitigate the risks is acknowledged.  Should you have any further queries in relation to the 
observer program for the 2020 season please contact the Sardine Fishery Manager, Steve 
Shanks, on 0477 396 367. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 
Peter Dietman 

A/ EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE  
Primary Industries and Regions SA 

 


