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- Bush Fires Bill.

BUSH FIRES BILL.
Second reading,

The Hon. A. P, BLESING (Northern—
Minister of Agriculture)—This Bill is intro-
-duced to incorporate in the law dealing with
“bush fires certain amendments suggested by
- representatives of the conference of fire fighting
associations. This law is contained in four
:Aects, and as the amendments would require a
fairly -lengthy Bill the opportunity was taken
to incorporate all the law in one Act. Conse-
quently, the Bill both consolidates and amends,
In large measure no alteration of the law is
made, but where the provisions of the Bill
depart from the existing law reference will be
made to it. Clause 2 contains definitions of
““serub’’ and ‘‘stubble.’”” These definitions
have not been altered by the Bill. Clause 3
provides a general prohibition against burning
stubble during the period between October 15
and February 1 following. Under the existing
Act certain exemptions are provided for, as in
a case where stubble 18 burned for the purpose
of clearing strips of land to act as firebreaks
or preventing the spread of five. These pro-
‘visions are contained in subclause (2) of clause

- affernoon. Frequently changes in the wing;

* breaks, but must have two fire control
“and  four

4, with some alterations. Under the gy
law not less than 12 hours hefore s j
lighted notice must be given to adjoining,
holders. The Bill provides that this notic
be given mot less than six hours befors
is lighted, and that notice must be
to the clerk of the counecil or the -k
fire control officer, Under the presey
fires must not be lighted before 9 ¢
in the morming. The Bill proposes tha
shall not be lighted bhefore 2 o’clock |

mstea,d of

before or about midday and if a fire h
lighted it may get out of comtrol. Suly
(3) deals with the powers of couneils tg
stubble in any street or reserve, 'Thij
vision, was inserted by the amendment of;
A gimilar alteration is proposed by the
Under the 1931 Act the council had to
fire breaks before burning and had t§
notice to adjoining owners, This is ¢
unnecessary and the Bill therefore
that councils may burn stubble on stre
veserves without giving notice or creat

other men present, and pi
adequate fire fighting appliances an
adequate supply of water in order fo J
any spread of fire. Subclause (4) dealg
the powers of persons to burn stubble i
irrigation channel or lucérne field. Th‘r
vision also was inserted by the amendi

of 1931, The only alterations propo

similar alterations to  those inserted ° ;'m 1—,}13 me
clause (2), Clause 5 deals with the bif of i
of stubble between January 31 and Octobs ompletel,y

when it is made an offence to burn s,
except subjeet to cerfain conditions:?
clause does not alter the present law ¥
that, as under clause 4, six hours’ no
stead of 12 is to be given to the ad
landholders, Notice is to be given to th
or nearest fire control officer and, as™ il
former cage, fires must not be lighted

2 pm, instead of 9 am. Clause 6 pr
the burning of serub between October
February 1. It makes no alteration
existing law, Clause 7 deals with the hiB
of scrub between January 31 and May:
makes it an offence to burn scrub excep!
jeet to the conditions outlined. It larg
enacts the existing law, but the notice »
to be given to adjoining landholders i
six hours instead of 12, Noties must
to local governing - authorities and fif

. of Search,and
embers of-the
a.nd 14 make no

t, 'sha.l_l be cleired. The
l,'a;uses is clea;t', and it is
e the risk of
steam . engmes in the cne

talking: honey in the other. Many fires are
“'said to be started by honey keepers- through
neglect to clear spaces around hives.  Clause 17
"is also new and provides that if ‘any intérnal
combustion engme is used for the purpose of
,harvestmg any crop, a strip of land mnot less
_than 24ft. wide around the whole of the erop
shall be cleared of all stubble, scrub, and othér
inflammablé material, so that in the event of
‘a ﬁre being caused by the use of the engine it
niay bé confined to the crop being harvested.
Olause 18 makes it an offence to smoke in the
open air durmg the period between Cctober 31
and May 1, within 20yds. of any stable or of
"dny riek, stack, field of hay, corn, &ec., unless
w1thm a town or with a properly covered pipe.
Tlus clause Terenacts the existing law. Clause
19 deals with the use of rabbit fumigators.
In the 1931 Act it was made an offence to light
any fire for the purpose of a rabibt fumigator
duung the perlod between November 30 and
“ ril 1" Clanse 19 re-enacts this section, but
alters the. “period” to that between November 30
and Februa.ry 14, Glauaes 20 to 24 re-enact
the exi tmg law w1thout alferation. Clause 20
:_makes it a,n 'ﬁence to use gun powder or any

0 p;event fire.  Clause 21
. the. | ovein01 power to prohl‘mt the
plaunv on . the ground of any substance
spemﬁed inthe proc}amatmn, and clause
‘ gnes him a similar power to prohibit
the sale of matches of any specified description.
Olause 23 makes it an offence o place any

»match or other inflammable substance in such

a pomtlon that. it may be ignited by the sun’y
rays being focussed thereon through glass or
any othér substanee. Clause 24 provides that
if ‘the ,owner or occupier of land clears it of
"all, mﬂa.mmable material for a space of 20ft.
from any pnvate fence and the other owner
Or oceupier does not similarly clear hig land,
any damage to the fence oceurring through the
failure to so clear must be met by the
defaplting owner. Clause 25 is new and pro-
vides that in the event of any fire—other than
a fire confined to any building or other
Ppremises—an inquest shail be held if a request
is made within three days of the outbreak by

_ the couneil for the area in which it occurred,

or by any owner or oceupier who suffored loss
by reason of it. Clause 26 re-enacts the existing
law and gives a council a general power to



expend its rates for the purpese of fire pre-
vention. Clause 27 re-enacts with certain amend-
ments the law relating to fire. control officers.

A council may appoint any number of persons -

up to 15 as fire control officers, ‘and may
appoint as additional officers not more than'15
persons ‘who are officers in respect of any
adjoining area. Subclanse (2) provides that if
a ocouncil negleets to appoint the proper number
of officers the Minister may make the necessary
ippoint'ments. In general, these officers have
.the power to take charge of and direct opera-
tions on the outbreak of any fire, and are given

the,poweré and duties of echief officers of fire -

brigades under the Fire Brigades Act, 1913,

Subelanse (7) is new, and provides that where

‘f;here is an outbreak of fire and no fire control
officer for that ares is present any fire control

" officer from any adjoining area may take charge
of operations. That amendment is most neces-
sary, Subelause (9) provides
forester and assistant forester of the Woods

“and Forests Department is ex officio an ofiicer,
and makes the ampndment that foremen in
chiarge of Government forests shall also be fire
control officers. Subelause (10) ve-enacts the
-existing law and gives the. Minister power to
appoint fire control officers for any part of the
Sta.te not within a loecal government area. The
remaining clauses deal with matters of pro-
cedure and similar points which do not require
special comment. They make no alteration of
the law. I move the second reading.

The Hon, W, G, DUNCAN (Midland)—This
measure lends itself more to consideration in
Committes than to a second reading speech.
One of the greatest enemies landowners have
is fires” and anything we can do to minimise
the darger and expense associated with them
should be done. - Fire-fighting committees have

. considered this problem for some time and I
understand that the Bill is largely based upon
. their recommendations, As often occurs when
& body of enthusiasts get together, they let
their enthusiasm run -away with their judg-
ment. They have suggested claunses which are
‘annoying rather than useful. One is clanse 5,
which provides that stubble shall not be burat
betwesn January 31 and OQetober 16 except
un(}er ‘certain conditions,
one can light a fire in mid-winter unless he
complies with all the conditions set out. I
am agreeable to making the final date April
or theréeabouts, It should not be mnecessary for

“ctssion whether an internal combustion engl

that every.

, Other points in the Bill can be discussed®

" peeurred at Spalding, Hilltown’ and River&g :

That means that no -

a man who wants to burn some rubbish i
corner of his paddock in mid-winter to
to give notice of his intention, burn firebrey
have four other persons present, and notify 9
distriet clerk. Clause 12 is another to wi
objection can be taken. A mnew princip
introduced in elause 17, which provides that
farmer may nobt use a tractor at harvest
oxcept under difficult conditions,

The Hon. R, C, Mowbray—He will hay
clear 31 aecres in every 50-acre paddock,

The Hon, W, G. DUNCAN—I have
worked it out, ‘There has been much {

will ignite a erop, If we ask farmers o
a 24ft, strip around their paddocks we .mxg
just as well enact that no one may u
tractor in harvesting his erop.

The Hon, F., J. Condon—It is “better th
farmers should use horses, Them they w
not send money out of the country,

The Hon. 'W. 6. DUNCAN—T agree, M
farmers, t00, are coming to that conelusi)
Committes, Members should do everything pi
sible to prevent a reeurrence of the fires of :
last year or two. I agree with the provi
that fires ‘should not be lit befors 2 pa
Every stubble fire that has got away in f
north, in my experience, was lit in the morni
Generally the wind swings arcund at midds
and then the trouble begins, No stubble
dock ‘is so big that it cannot be burnt wi
three or fowr hours in the afternoom, Two'
three fires last year broke out on wvery k
days. That was the time when outbres

The Hon, B, W, Castine—The railwaysd
the biggest offenders. ]
' The Hon. H, G. Hawkins-—Wonld the i
ways be able to light fires in the mornings?

The Hon. W, @& DUNCAN—They and f
district councils can do so at any time if h
make provigion for the required number of mé
The provigion to stop the lighting of fir
until 2 o’clock will prevent many of them fi0
getting away, I support the second reading.

The Hon, W, HANNAFORD secured !
adjomrmment of the debate. '
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