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Dear Kym, 

In considering the economic impact of the GM moratorium on South Australia, I would like to comment 

on my experience of the impact of the moratorium on research and researchers.   

While I was CEO of the Australian Centre for Plant Functional Genomics (ACPFG), we were able to 

negotiate some significant research partnerships with the private sector.  These included collaborations 

with Pioneer/DuPont, Dow AgroSciences, Monsanto, and Arcadia BioSciences.  These collaborations 

brought around $40 million in new funding to South Australia, which was largely used to recruit new 

scientific and technical staff.  My understanding is that academic positions are regarded as having a 

significant economic flow on effect to the state economy.  Therefore, the full value of this overseas 

funding would have been substantially higher than $40 million. 

Our collaborations were largely, although not entirely, associated with the development of GM related 

technologies for crop plants.  In our negotiations, the state moratorium was always a major hurdle we 

had to overcome.  Basically, we had to spend time and effort explaining why we were an appropriate 

organisation and place to carry out this research.  It is hard to tell if these problems led to a reduce level 

of investment, but it certainly did not help. 

The moratorium also meant we had to implement alternative plans to evaluate transgenic germplasm.  

Our problem was that the state legislation required us to obtain first OGTR approval for GM field trials.  

Only once this approval came through, could we submit an application to the SA Government for 

approval to run the trial.  Although the State required extensive documentation, the basis was for their 

decision making, or the basis for their concerns, was never clear to us.  This whole process usually took 

around one year.  As a research organisation generating new lines continuously, the approval process 

always meant that we were only able to evaluate material that was around one year behind our most 

advanced lines.  To overcome this problem we initiated collaboration with CSIRO, to access their field 

site in ACT, Western Australian Department of Agriculture for their sites and developed partnerships 

with colleagues in the USA.  The use of alternative sites was costly, not only to use these sites, but also 

to arrange for our staff to travel and visit the sites to assess and evaluate the lines, and to fulfil the 

monitoring requirements of our licences. 

For us the moratorium imposed additional complexities in negotiating commercial agreements, 

additional costs for administration and management, costs for use of alternative sites outside South 

Australia, and delayed much of our work. 



The moratorium has damaged our scientific reputation.  Scientific colleagues and commercial 

organisations frequently ask about the moratorium; I have found myself having to argue that the 

moratorium was imposed for political expediency and should not be interpreted as representing an anti-

science sentiment by the SA Government.  For young scientists, the SA government stand has also been 

hard to explain.  Many comment that they feel this implies the government is not supportive of science 

based decision making and science more broadly. 

I suspect that the problems we have faced because of the moratorium represent collateral damage from 

the moratorium. I do not believe the damage and costs we suffered were intended.  Indeed, the State 

Government were a major supporter and funder of ACPFG. 

I would be happy to discuss any aspect of this matter further if required. 

 

Regards 

 

Peter Langridge 

 

 

 


