
Dear Professor Anderson, 
I am an organic/biodynamic Dairy, beef and cropping farmer at Narrung. My husband and I have 
farmed here since 1985 and we engaged in conventional farming techniques till 2006.  
We are surrounded by conventional cropping farms, ones that grow canola. If the GM moratorium is 
lifted in South Australia we most likely will be contaminated by the seeds from these farms which 
will be blown on to our property. If you drive down roads in SA where canola is grown you will see 
random canola plants that have seeded alongside the road.  
Whether I disagree with GM food or not is not the issue here. The issue is our and other farmers 
choice of livelihoods will be removed from them. What would most people think if their neighbours 
could perform an action that would destroy their income through no fault or control of their 
own??!!  We would then be faced with returning to more-on farming that returned little, our only 
real profit would be if we sold the farm to realise increased land values. 
If the canola was a chemical spray that drifted onto our property from our neighbours and caused 
financial loss then the neighbour would be liable to compensate our farm for lost income. Why is 
this any different?  
We also have an apiarist who has hives on our property and he is not to have his hives within 5km of 
GM canola crops. Beechworth Honey will not purchase honey from suppliers whose honey  may 
contain GM pollen . 
Unfortunately, we know that individual farms (organic or not) that sue for compensation for loss of 
their organic status or contamination of their GM free crop due to the presence of GM plants on 
their place have in the past lost their case. This is what happened in WA to A Marshall. The 
neighbouring farm’s legal fight was financially supported directly or indirectly by the chemical 
companies. This has been the result in other cases around the world, individual farmers have no 
hope against the huge chemical companies’ coffers. 
We would then have to decide whom to form a class action (with other contaminated farms) 
against? It could be directed at the Government for overturning the moratorium, the chemical 
companies supplying the seed that cannot be controlled or against the farmers whose negligence 
provided the seeds of contamination. 
Increasing weed resistance to glyphosate-based herbicides is a huge problem, so big that 
conventional farmers are choosing to reduce usage where they can. So the roundup ready crops may 
be of no advantage- if there is any , within the near future. In WA GM crops have declined from 30% 
to 20% in past 12 months.  
Bayer says that Truflex canola allows higher rates of Roundup (with Monsanto's PLANTSHIELD) to be 
sprayed more often and for longer. Will this increase glyphosate residues in soil, water and food? 
If you research the figures you will see that there is an increase in herbicide glyphosate usage around 
the world where GM crops are grown. The IARC report has found that glyphosate products are likely 
cause of certain cancers. Hopefully you have read the book Whitewash by Carey Gillam. 
For the above reasons I encourage the state to uphold the SA moratorium till at least 2025. 
Below is a brief history to help you understand our grave concerns. 
After many years of poor returns due to poor agricultural prices and increasing input costs we 
questioned our way of farming. We realised that the more conventional fertilizer and chemicals that 
we used the more we seemed to need to apply to maintain our production and control of weeds and 
pests. In fact, it seemed that problems that were not there before were emerging e.g.: snails. We 
were early adopters of new technology and methods, both of us have bachelor degrees with 
honours (Agricultural Ecomomics and Veterinary Science and Surgery) and were considered in the 
top 10% of farms.( Both of us are Nuffield scholars). 
Yet we were struggling to make a decent return on our farm. We noted that many of the new 
farming techniques e.g. no till farming actually lead to increases in chemicals usage. Snails became 
an issue as we no longer tilled the ground which killed the eggs. We also became aware of the 
damage we were doing to soil biology and healthy soils are essential for disease resistance and 
nutrient dense crops and healthy livestock. 



I won a Nuffield scholarship and studied The Practical Approach to Biological Farming”. We then 
chose to farm differently, to become organic and also biodynamic farmers. 
 
Our new path of farming is not without challenges but we have seen improvements and 
disappearance of some of the problems we had in conventional farming. We love not using 
chemicals that could affect our health, our employees, our animals and importantly our soils. The 
biggest change to our lives is that now we have been very profitable after years of just breaking even 
in good years. 
Regards 
 
Dr. Cathie Harvey 
 
Narrung 5259 
 
 


