Victor (Vzc) Gashmore, DFC
War'hero o

Born. SeptemberQ :1.919 Adelalde
Dled DeoemberB 2007 Adeialde

7 ICTOR (Vic, Cashmore, ;who_ was
. born on South Terrace in Adelaide
in. 1919, bet:ne.an Austialian war
’ -heroasa Worid War I ﬁghte1 pilot.
- He was Sqliadron . Leader with’ the 454

Sguadron and formatlon‘leader onmore than
" 40 raids in the. Eastern Meditérraneah and

© Ttaly. He, togetHer with his great friend and .

K namgatm Gearge Ghray, was awarded @ Dis-

‘ . tinguished Flying Cross for converting the g

- ',_squadron 407 daylight . formation bBombing.
: operatzons ‘and for leading man;
' njissions. George, Gray: wiote:
: #Every aircraft was hit but nofe. was Iost :
- We wete unider five for.about five min ites on.

_f;he run in dnd.g the‘ru.n ot Ih g_s 8 }311'."'

-in Port Pirie’ where ‘s father A:fthu.r was a

shipping’ agent He latel attended Henley-'

Baach™ Primary School  and Chnstlan'
-Blothers Co]lege in Adelalde . ‘
Woﬂd War 1T was decla.red of’ hzs 20th
'bn'thday September 3, 1939 ‘At 21 years old,
he had qualified as apﬂot ‘of the twin engined

. Ahson’ aireraff and “sailed ‘on” “the “Queeh,
- Ehzabeth on hel_' malden voyage to the

. Middle Tasi. e

Vic then, Was tlamed to ﬂy the MKl (short
nosed) Blenheims and ]omed 113 RAF
Squadron in' the Westem Desert flying re<

connaissarice sorties:for ‘the "Eighth Army .

- fighting against Rommel ‘In-January, 1943,

[ﬁ/d,\j ?ﬁ‘ L?, 0

bsequent L

Vlotor Cashmole was the you.ngest of seven -

‘ ;ch:ldren, Who spent hig eauly childhood yeals . he tlamed asa ﬂymg mstructor in Southem

‘Rhodesia and in Kenys: and tatght pilotdto™ ;
© In May, 1943, Vie's unit was transferred to ..
‘Leader, in commsnd “of A Flight, tr'a:.mng ;
- pilots on Baltimore -aireraft. He was the -

_and on February 12, 1944, joined -the- 454 -

was hit by Japanese submarine torpedos -

"+ in the early 1990s. In 1948, Vic took up 4
. soldier settlement block ahd moved his fam-' :
o ily to Mt Schank, where hé transformed a i
" hleak, bayten site mto “RlSﬂOIl" an attract- :
) nre propenty with many treeg = o )
. He also built 8 beautifl wooden iriraran;
named Amelia aftér his miother, in Wwhich he
.taught his sons to sail in ‘races with the Pt
" MacDonnell Sailing Club, He beionged tothe
local gliding club, played some golf and his .
* greatest sportmg -achi 'Vement wWas p’- _
i 'xesentmg Austraha in: : {

R *keenly mtelhgent man Who ved
reading, p artmulaﬂyLordTenny on's’ .

In 1966, Vic sold the farm snd moved his |

. famﬂy to Glen Osmond where he worked as

fly. operational aircraft both day and nighit. -

Egypt -and he was .promoted. to Scuadron

youngest ever squadron leader inthe RAAE'
He yearned to-be biack on operational flights -~

_' personahty Wwho Was
‘was the very detern
the Crews with him
hls daughter He is

seuadron ~ the same day his. “belaved sister-
Patiy, a nurse, died when the Khidive Ismaﬂ

" In 1947, Vie martied Anre Seager and they -
were together for 44 years before divorcing



