
 

 

Crop and Pasture Summary 

Next update for release January 2020 – Harvest Update 

Information accurate as at 13 November 2020. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issue 4 Season 2020-21: Spring Performance - November 2020 

Summary 

Summer rainfall continued into early autumn, filling soil moisture profiles and providing ideal conditions for seeding. 
Seeding operations commenced mid-April and finished by the end of May. Despite dry, frosty conditions from late 
autumn through to mid-August, crops established well, but eventually crop growth slowed in the unfavourable winter. 

Crops depleted soil moisture reserves in northern parts of both Yorke and Eyre Peninsulas and Mid and Upper North, 
during the dry winter conditions. By early August, these crops suffered severe moisture stress which reduced potential 
yield. Widespread late August rains arrested the decline in crop yield potential in most districts and replenished soil 
moisture. 

Apart from a burst of hot weather in early September spring rains were average to above average and cooler 
conditions allowed crops to finish well. The estimated production has been revised up to 8.8 million tonnes, well above 
the current 10-year average and the fourth highest production estimate on record, with farm-gate value of $2.4 billion.  

Sown crop area and production for 2020-21 and previous five seasons 

Seasons 2015–6 2016–17 2017–18 2018–19 2019–20 2020–21 
estimate  

Area sown (ha) 3,821,000 3,894,000 3,565,000 3,572,000 3,898,000 4,013,000 

Production (t) 7,211,000 11,145,000 6,921,000 5,795,000 6,467,000 8,840,000 

Farm gate value  $1.6 billion $2.2 billion $1.7 billion $1.7 billion $2.0 billion $2.4 billion  

 

Figure 1. South Australian Rainfall Deciles September - October 2020 
Distribution based on gridded data 

Figure 2. South Australian Rainfall Deciles April - October 2020 
Distribution based on gridded data 
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The season so far… 

RAIN – Above average rains for the first three 
months of the year and a good opening rain in 
April. Below average rainfall from May to the 
first week of August. Late winter/spring rains 
supported crop performance. The pastoral 
zone also received rain from August through 
spring, promoting strong new feed growth. 

SUBSOIL MOISTURE – Summer rainfall 
across the agricultural area and pastoral zone 
filled soil profiles. Crops exploited soil moisture 
reserves in the dry winter conditions. Spring 
rains later in September and October allowed 
crops to recover and fulfill their yield potential. 
Late rains and cool conditions disrupted and 
slowed grain harvest. 

CROP MIX – Canola, lentil and bean crop 
areas increased significantly on last year while 
the wheat area increased slightly. While some 
barley crops swapped for other crops at the last 
minute, the area increased on recent season 
crops. Changes to the area sown to domestic 
and export hay varies between districts, but 
overall the area is smaller than last season. 

SEEDING – The entire crop was sown by end 
of May. Most crops achieved good emergence 
and established well, but later sown crops were 
slow in the dry frosty early winter period.  

LIVESTOCK CONDITION AND FEED – 
Pastures were actively growing until the drier, 
frosty conditions arrested growth rates. Rain 
during spring rejuvenated pasture growth, but 
final biomass was below average. 

 

The wet conditions in the pastoral zone since the August 
rains has resulted in significant feed growth and refill of 
water sources, allowing commencement of restocking with 
return of stock from agistment and new stock purchases. 

Outlook for the year 

RAINFALL OUTLOOK – The Bureau of Meteorology’s 
most recent update of the season outlook (issued 12 
November 2020) is a high probability of being wetter than 
normal with “La Niña Alert” continuing. 

Challenges and opportunities 

PESTS AND DISEASES – Earlier reported problems with 
Red Legged Earth mite eased with treatment. Aphid 
problems in cereals and pulse crops were controlled. Crop 
disease were limited to barley net blotch and wheat stripe 
rust requiring treatment in some districts. 

ADVERSE EVENTS – Strong hot winds in early 
September caused heat stress in crops. The worst 
moisture stressed crops did not fully recover in the spring 
rains. Early harvest operations have been regularly 
disrupted and slow due to rain and cool weather. 

MARKET DRIVERS – Lower domestic grain demand due 
to the easing of Australian drought conditions and large 
grain crops globally drove most grain prices lower 
compared to recent highs. Recent price support due to 
increased global demand in anticipation of pandemic 
related supply chain disruptions. Canola prices are above 
average driven by a canola trade issue between Canada 
and China and poor canola crops in Europe. 

REGIONAL ISSUES – Financial recovery from several 
years of drought and the areas affected by severe 
bushfires over summer, remains an important focus of 
recovery efforts in support of affected communities. 

 


