
Hon David Bashann 

Minister for Primary Industries and Regional Development 

Level 10, 1 King William Street 

Adelaide SA 5000 

Minister.Basham@sa.gov.au 

Dear Minister, 

I refer to your request through the Department of Primary Industries and Regions seeking the 
Genetically Modified Crops Advisory Committee's (the Committee) advice on applications 
received by the 301h September 2020 from Local Councils seeking to be declared as an area in 
which no genetically modified food crops may be cultivated under Section 5A of the Genetically 
Modified Crops Management Act 2004 (the Act) for your consideration for designation. 

The Committee was provided with formal applications from the following ten local government 
areas of South Australia: 

o The Town of Gawler Council; 
o City of Victor Harbor; 
o Berri Barmera Council; 
o District Council of Yankalilla; 
o Mount Barker District Council; 
o City of Playford; 
o Alexandrina Council; 
o Adelaide Hills Council; 
o Barossa Council; and 
o City of Onkaparinga 

In reviewing these applications, the Committee considered the following Ministerially approved 
information provided on the Department of Primary Industries and Regions website and provided 
to South Australian Councils through the Local Government Association to guide its discussions 
and decision making; i.e. that applications should: 

• relate to risks to marketing and trade only; 

• not include matters of human health or environmental impacts, as these are managed 
under Commonwealth legislation; 

• demonstrate that stakeholders in their area are currently receiving a marketing or trade 
advantage as a result of being a no genetically modified (GM) food crop area; 

• show evidence of market and trade advantages, including any price premiums, that could 
not be achieved without being declared a no GM food crop area; and 

• include a summary of all views expressed during consultation (in favour or against 
declaration). 

The Committee reviewed all applications out of session prior to meeting twice to discuss the final 
advice on each application to be provided to you. 

On the 91h October 2020, the Committee unanimously agreed that the following seven Council 
submissions: 

o The Town of Gawler; 
o City of Victor Harbor; 
o Berri Barmera Council; 



o District Council of Yankalilla; 
o Mount Barker District Council; 
o City of Playford; and 
o Alexandrina Council 

had not presented sufficient evidence for the Committee to recommend being designated as 
areas where no GM food crops may be cultivated. 

On the 161h October 2020, the Committee considered the remaining three council applications: 
o Adelaide Hills Council; 
o Barossa Council; and 
o City of Onkaparinga. 

The Committee noted that while these three applications were stronger than those previously 
assessed, the evidence provided still does not meet the trade and marketing impact threshold 
requirement for designation as a no GM food crop area. While the Committee acknowledges the 
perceived concerns regarding potential threats to trade and marketing, individual business' non- 
GM markets can be maintained as occurs in other mainland states where GM food crops are 
permitted without designation as a no GM food crop area. 

Although some anecdotal information and perceptions were provided in most applications, no 
rigorous evidence-based arguments were provided regarding potential changes in costs 
(increases or decreases) for non-GM businesses within their respective local council areas if they 
are not declared a non-GM area. For example, no data was provided in any application regarding 
additional costs that would result from the segregation of GM and non-GM crops or in relation to 
organic certification if GM food crops were to be permitted. No sufficient evidence was provided 
regarding current price premiums nor of any "GM-free" focus in their current marketing that could 
not be maintained using measures other than regulation; e.g. labelling, regional agreements and 
marketing strategies as occurs in other mainland states. 

The Committee further recommends the appropriate role for Government is to offer assistance 
and provide advice to all sectors throughout implementation of these changes across the state 
and in all council areas, similar to the approach taken in Western Australia when the moratorium 
on the cultivation of GM food crops was lifted in that state. 

Further feedback on individual applications can be provided upon request. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you wish to discuss the matter further. 

Yours sincerely 

Hon Anne Levy 

Presiding Member, Genetically Modified Crops Advisory Committee 

16 October 2020 


