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Establishing a South Australian Seafood Advisory
Forum
The Marshall Government made an election commitment to broaden engagement with the whole
seafood sector to drive greater growth for the industry. The Government will deliver on this election
commitment through the establishment of a Seafood Advisory Forum (forum). The forum will bring
together all sectors of the seafood industry to create a common purpose for this important and diverse
sector including commercial fishing, charter fishing, recreational fishing, Aboriginal traditional fishing,
aquaculture and seafood processing.
South Australia has many natural competitive advantages for seafood production and the South
Australian Government recognises it has a key role in assisting the growth and realisation of
opportunities in the seafood industry in South Australia. We are committed to establish the forum with a
clear focus to develop a strategic seafood growth plan and to facilitate strong and effective
communication between all sectors to work towards common goals.
The growth plan will establish a clear and achievable vision and establish goals to realise the
opportunities for the seafood industry. The growth plan will recognise the constraints to driving growth
through the identification of cross cutting issues and opportunities.

Consultation details
The Minister for Primary Industries and Regional Development is seeking the views of the public industry
and community bodies on the proposed establishment of the forum.
Please complete the consultation form by 23 August 2019.
The Minister will consider feedback on this proposal before establishing the forum.
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Establishment
It is proposed the Minister for Primary Industries and Regional Development would establish the
Seafood Advisory Forum (forum) through a Ministerial determination.

Role
It is proposed the forum will be established to directly engage with the Government of South Australia
through the Minister for Primary Industries and Regional Development and the Department of Primary
Industries and Regions (PIRSA).
Tasks of the forum include:
•

ask each fishery and aquaculture sector to create an individual growth plan

•

develop common approaches to cross cutting policy issues identified in the growth strategies

•

develop a shared understanding of each sector’s business environment, market, and industry
trends

•

identify key cross-cutting issues facing the seafood industry that could be barriers to growth both
now and for the future

•

identify new opportunities in value-added, under-utilised or non-premium products

•

identify and leverage our competitive advantages and how they can play a greater role in growing
the seafood industry through leveraging South Australia’s premium brand

•

work with our education and skills sector to identify training programs to support the skills and
development of our seafood sector to build capacity and provide for succession, and

•

develop an overarching strategic growth plan for the seafood industry that clearly identifies a
vison, achievable goals and strategies to achieve growth.

Scope
It is proposed that the scope of the forum will be focused on high level strategic issues. To this end, the
principal task of the Seafood Advisory forum is to develop a Seafood Plan for South Australia by 30 June
2020 and consider key issues for implementing the strategy.
The seafood forum will not consider sector-specific or operational management issues as these need to
be dealt with either through the development of sector-specific growth strategies or existing comanagement arrangements for these sectors.
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Membership
Membership of the forum is proposed to comprise representatives and experts to drive growth and
comprise:
•

Minister as Chair

•

commercial fishing industry representative

•

charter fisher representative

•

aquaculture industry representative

•

recreational fishing representative

•

Aboriginal traditional fishing representative

•

fish processer representative.

A number of observers will also be present during meetings:
•

SARDI scientific expert

•

PIRSA - Fisheries and Aquaculture representative

•

PIRSA – executive support for the forum.

The forum may also request individuals with specific skills as required to attend.
No remuneration would be payable for attendance at forum meetings; however, reasonable travel
expenses would be considered for regional members or for meetings held in regional SA.

Nomination and selection process
It is proposed that the Minister will invite nominations from:
•

all commercial fishing industry associations and Wildcatch Fisheries

•

all aquaculture participants

•

the Minister’s Recreational Fishing Advisory Council (for recreational fishing)

•

the Surveyed Charter Boat Owners and Operators Association (for Charter Boat fishing)

•

the Seafood Processors and Exporters Council (for fish processors), and

•

a Native Title Services (for Aboriginal Traditional fishing).

The successful candidates will be considered and appointed by the Minister for a two-year term.
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Selection criteria
Required criteria
It is proposed prospective members of the forum need to demonstrate that they:
•

have relevant practical expertise in the seafood sector and an established commitment to
achieving a strong seafood industry

•

are a fit and proper person to be appointed by the Minister to be a member of the forum

•

conduct themselves in a professional manner with respect and integrity, and bring a diversity of
views for consideration

•

are able to put views clearly and concisely and be prepared to negotiate to achieve acceptable
outcomes and compromises where necessary

•

are prepared to exercise tact and discretion when dealing with sensitive issues

•

are able to contribute to discussion in an objective and impartial manner and avoid pursuing
personal agendas or self-interest

•

are prepared to voluntarily participate and make the necessary commitment of time to ensure that
they are fully across matters which are the subject of consideration at forum meetings, and

•

during the course of forum meetings, are prepared to disclose all interests, pecuniary or
otherwise, in matters to be considered by the forum before those matters are discussed, and
abide by the decisions of forum in relation to their participation in those discussions.

Additional information
The procedures to be observed in relation to the conduct of the business of the forum will be determined
by the Minister under a Ministerial determination. The forum would meet with the Minister two times per
year, or as otherwise determined by the Minister.
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Background
Global seafood context
According to a recent publication by the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), Global
fish production peaked at about 171 million tonnes in 2016, with aquaculture representing 47 percent of
the total and 53 percent if non-food uses (including reduction to fishmeal and fish oil) are excluded. The
total landed value of fisheries and aquaculture production in 2016 was estimated at USD 362 billion, of
which USD 232 billion was from aquaculture production. With capture fishery production relatively static
since the late 1980s, aquaculture has been responsible for the continuing global growth in the supply of
fish for human consumption. Between 1961 and 2016, the average annual increase in global food fish
consumption (3.2 percent) outpaced population growth (1.6 percent) and exceeded that of meat from all
terrestrial animals combined (2.8 percent). In per capita terms, food fish consumption grew from 9.0 kg in
1961 to 20.2 kg in 2015, at an average rate of about 1.5 percent per year. Preliminary estimates for 2016
and 2017 point to further growth to about 20.3 and 20.5 kg, respectively. The expansion in global
seafood consumption has been driven not only by increased production, but also by other factors,
including reduced wastage. In 2015, fish accounted for about 17 percent of animal protein consumed by
the global population. Moreover, fish provided about 3.2 billion people with almost 20 percent of their
average per capita intake of animal protein (Source: FAO. 2018. The State of World Fisheries and
Aquaculture 2018).

South Australian seafood context
The South Australian Commercial wild catch an aquaculture sectors makes a significant contribution to
economic outcomes and regional development across the State. In 2016/17 the seafood industry
produced 64,000 tonnes of seafood product with a landed value of $493.5m and directly supported
employment of 5,931 full time equivalents (FTE’s) in regional and remote South Australia. The
recreational fishing sector is a significant contributor to the State’s economy as well as being a major
recreational pursuit of more than 277,000 South Australians. Recreational fishing is also a vital economic
driver for many coastal towns and communities in South Australia. The South Australian Government
also supports progressing the recognition and development opportunities for Aboriginal traditional fishing
in South Australia.
South Australia has an excellent reputation for producing high quality premium seafood to local and
interstate domestic markets and export markets. South Australia is well known by local and interstate
recreational fishers as having diverse recreational fishing opportunities. There are renowned, highly
sought premium species that are both wild caught and farmed in South Australian waters (eg. Southern
Bluefin Tuna, Southern Rock Lobster, Abalone, Western King Prawns, Blue Mussels, Pacific Oysters,
Barramundi, King George Whiting, Southern Garfish, Snapper, Calamari, Pipi, Vongole, Kingfish).
However, there is also an equally diverse set of lesser known and less utilised species that the South
Australian Government is keen to explore the development potential for across all fishing sectors (eg.
Australian salmon, snook, ocean jackets, yellowfin whiting and Tommy Ruff, to name a few).
With close access to growing Asian markets and diverse commercial, recreational and Traditional fishing
opportunities, the State Government wants to work with these fishing sectors and other key stakeholders
to help realise the growth opportunities and potential for the South Australian Seafood Sector.
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