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SUMMARY OF SUBMISSION

The South Australian Wine Industry Association Incorporated (SAWIA) is pleased to provide comment 
to the independent review on the current moratorium on the commercial cultivation of Genetically 
Modified (GM) food crops. 
 
Overall, SAWIA supports maintaining the existing moratorium to September 2025. 
 
This position is based on the following key issues raised by our members: 

 the potential negative impact on the reputation of the wine industry if GM food crops are 
allowed in South Australia; 

 potential for additional complexity (and cost) to the traceability and labelling requirements 
within the wine indu  major export markets; 

 the risks for potential movement of genetic material to cause unintended cross-contamination; 
and 

 recognition that given the diversity of both supportive and non-supportive opinions any 
change should be led by community / industry acceptance. There is likely to be a need for 
significant engagement and education with the total pool of stakeholders which will require a 
purpose built change program to address concerns. 

 
However, there is also recognition that GM wine grape vine planting material is likely to have positive 
advantages for the wine industry.  This needs to be balanced with an understanding of and response 
to any market driven concerns in various overseas export markets.  
 
 
 
 
 
THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN WINE INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED  
 
SAWIA is an industry employer association representing the interests of wine grape growers and wine 
producers throughout the state of South Australia. 
 
SAWIA is a not for profit incorporated association, funded by voluntary member subscriptions, grants 
and fee for service activities, whose mission is to provide leadership to South Australian grape and 

 
 
SAWIA membership represents approximately 96% of the grapes crushed in South Australia and 
about 40% of the land under viticulture. Each major wine region within South Australia is represented 
on the board governing our activities. 
 
SAWIA has a strong track record as an industry leader and innovator in many areas. SAWIA pro-
actively represents members and the greater wine industry with government and related agencies in a 
wide variety of aspects of business in the wine sector. 
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SUBMISSION
SAWIA is pleased to provide comment to the independent review on the current moratorium on the 
commercial cultivation of Genetically Modified (GM) food crops that is in place until 2025 under the 
Genetically Modified Crops Management Act 2004 and Regulations. 
 
General comments 
Currently, the Australian wine industry is not permitted to use genetically modified material, either 
vines or microorganisms, in its production processes. This is because there are no materials, 
additives or processing aids used in the production of wine that are approved by the Office of the 
Gene Technology Regulator for commercial use in Australia.  
 
Similarly, our major European competitors of France, Italy and Germany do not use GM material as 
they have bans in place. However, there a number of other competitor countries, including the USA, 
Canada and Moldova, where up to two GM wine yeasts have been available and registered for use in 
commercial winemaking since at least 2006. 
 
The Australian wine industry position on the use of GM was informed by many drivers, and we 
understand that the risk to reputation was a key factor. We also understand that the general ban that 
is 
image and reputation as a world food capital. Even if GM was used only in food crops in Australia, we 
believe that there is a strong risk that it would offer a clear link to the detriment of the Australian wine 

 in international markets. 
 
The general ban in South Australia is likely driven by many factors including regulatory and business 
issues, but consumer sentiment appears to be foremost. The commercial cultivation of GM food 
crops, such as grains or oil seeds, might not initially appear to directly impact the wine sector, 
however there are a number of other issues that do require careful consideration, including: 

 Food crops becoming weeds  drift of seed from GM crops could become pest plants in 
vineyards. For example, feral invasion of a herbicide resistant food crop plant to a 
neighbouring vineyard could present significant economic cost to vineyard management. 

 Management system certification  some businesses may face additional risk to their 
certification due to invasion of feral GM crop. For example, organic and biodynamic 
certification could be at risk, or even supply barriers into supermarket chains in those 
European countries that have GM bans in place. 

 
We have canvassed our members for their views on this issue, and whilst there is a diversity of views, 
there is support for the current moratorium to September 2025. This position is based on the following 
key observations: 

 there is real and significant concern about the potential negative impact on the reputation of 
the wine industry if GM food crops are allowed in South Australia; 

 the presence of GM food crops in the State would add significant complexity (and cost) to the 
traceability and labelling requirements that are necessary for wine businesses to maintain 
trade with our major export markets; 

 there are some perceived concerns about the safety of GM crops in respect of movement of 
genetic material and potential risks of unintended cross-contamination; and 

 recognition that given the diversity of both supportive and non-supportive opinions any 
change should be led by community / industry acceptance. There is likely to be a need for 
significant engagement and education with the total pool of stakeholders which will require a 
purpose built change program to address concerns. 

 
However, there is also recognition that GM wine grape vine planting material is likely to have positive 
advantages for the wine industry.  For example, material resistance to vineyard diseases with a 
common occurrence within our industry such as mildews.  This of course needs to be balanced with 
an understanding of and response to any market driven concerns in various overseas export markets.  
 
 
End of submission 


