
 

 

Biosecurity for spent litter/manure removal from broiler farms 

February 2019 

Every broiler farm has the potential to be infected with ILT; the long incubation 

period of 10-14 days means infected birds can be excreting large amounts of virus 

during this time but not show any signs. It therefore must be assumed that all 

vehicles coming onto the farm to remove spent litter/manure have come from 

infected farms. The following are rules that these vehicles must adhere to: 

 Spent litter/manure should remain untouched within the sheds for as long as 

practical before it is removed. This is to reduce the viral load in the spent 

litter/manure that can be aerosolized when being removed and transported. 

Spent litter/manure that has been removed immediately after birds has a 

higher viral load than spent litter/manure that has remained for a few days. 

This is because the virus needs birds to replicate and will otherwise die off 

over time.   

 Personnel involved in spent litter/manure removal must have clean and 

sanitized boots and clothing at the start of each day. Organic material from 

boots must be removed and boots then sanitized between farms if doing 

multiple farms per day and at the end of each day. 

 Farms must provide facilities for washing and sanitizing wheels and wheel 

arches for vehicles. These facilities should be located outside of the 

production area and near the entry point to the farm.  

 All vehicles must have wheels and wheel arches washed and sanitized 

when entering and leaving farms. 

 All loads must be secure and completely covered – no leakage of material, 

including dust, from the truck.  

 All litter must be removed from the outside of the truck/trailer via hose to 

minimize aerosol spread before leaving the farm.  

 Trucks must be thoroughly cleaned and sanitized inside and outside after 

finishing the last load of spent litter/manure from a farm before visiting 

another farm. This must be recorded in the visiting log book prior to 

entering the production area of the farm. 

 In addition, the inside of the truck cab must be thoroughly cleaned and 

sanitized after finishing the last load of manure from a farm before visiting 

another farm, paying particular attention to all contact surfaces including 

seat covers.  

 Equipment that is used to pick up the manure and sweep the sheds must be 

thoroughly cleaned and sanitized before leaving the farm or at a designated 



 

 

facility where the run off will not re-contaminate vehicles or other equipment, 

and sanitized again when entering another farm. 

 Manure from poultry farms must not go on to any land within 3 km of any 

poultry production area. 

 Routes of trucks must avoid close proximity (<2 km) to other poultry 

production areas where practicable. This must be recorded in the vendor 

declaration which states who took the spent litter/manure and where it went. 

 Trucks must be parked overnight at least 2 km away from poultry production 

areas unless they are left on the empty farm currently being cleaned out. 

They must be cleaned and sanitized daily if removed from site (where 

manure removal is occurring). 

 The above requirements all need to be met even for farms that are 

removing their own litter. 

Contractors are encouraged to contact Biosecurity SA on instructions to perform 

effective cleaning and sanitization of vehicles, and suitable truck routes and land 

sites to place manure. 
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