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South Australian Pest Animal Aerial 
Culling Steering Committee 

MEETING No:  

LOCATION: 

DATE: 

AGENDA PAPER ITEM:  

Incident during feral deer culling program 
FOR NOTING 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That the Steering Committee: 

NOTES that an incident occurred during the feral deer culling program in the Limestone 
Coast on 25 March 2023 where shooting occurred on land without approval and a 
recreational hunter was alleged to have been nearby. 

KEY ISSUES 

1. On 25 March 2023, an incident occurred involving the culling of eight feral deer on a
property where some confusion remains about whether a landowner had given consent
for the operation to occur.

2. During the incident the helicopter was followed by a private utility vehicle. The pilot
moved away from the utility vehicle several times, but it continued to follow the
helicopter. The helicopter crew checked on the location of the vehicle to ensure it was
not in the vicinity before shooting any feral deer. The continued chasing of the
helicopter by the vehicle led to the culling operation being abandoned.

3. During this incident, and unknown to the helicopter crew, a recreational hunter was
alleged to have been on the ground and claims to have been frightened when deer
were culled about 350 metres away from him. The driver of the utility claims to have
been alerting the helicopter to the presence of the recreational hunter.

4. The Department of Primary Industries and Regions (PIRSA) and the Limestone Coast
Landscape Board (LCLB) were notified of this incident on 27 March 2023.

5. approved, in writing, for aerial shooting
operations to be undertaken on their properties and provided a GIS map of their
property locations. The mapping included a forest block where the incident occurred,
which was also identified as the location where the landowner had apparently not
given consent.

6. On 28 March 2023, Mr Nathan Paine, CEO South Australian Forest Products Association
advised that the property is still owned by a company in  but that the
property is leased to  (owned by ).
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7. The Valuer General’s records, as of 28 March 2023, lists the property as owned by 
 Approval had not been sought from  

for aerial culling operations because maps provided by indicated that
owned the land and approved for it to be included in the program. 

8. (  discussed this incident with Mr 
Nathan Paine, CEO South Australian Forest Products Association on 28 March 2023. Mr 
Paine advised PIRSA staff that was not concerned that the helicopter had 
culled deer on his property. 

9. After the incident the hunter advised the apparent landowner/lessee that his nearby 
cattle were spooked by the helicopter. A review of footage showed that no livestock 
were spooked during the operation. 

10. In response to the incident and in line with the Aerial Shooting Operation Procedures 
(ASOP), the aerial shooting program was postponed enabling investigation and 
refinement to the operations.  

11. Video footage (both thermal and non-thermal) and associated audio recordings from 
the helicopter during the incident were reviewed by PIRSA and LCLB staff. The 
recordings do not show any breeches of safe operating procedures. The video footage 
from the helicopter, thermal and non-thermal, did not show any people in the area 
where the operations occurred.  

12. The helicopter company has its own Safe Work Method Statement. Review of the 
relevant procedures indicated that all procedures were followed by the helicopter 
crew. 

13. A review of the Job Safety Analysis (by PIRSA and Department for Environment and 
Water, DEW) indicated that all procedures were followed.  

14. The operational briefing for all personnel involved in the operation outlines “If a person 
is identified on foot in private scrub, all operations in the area are to cease until the 
area is cleared”. While no person was identified on foot, the procedure was correctly 
followed when the utility vehicle appeared.  

15. A Work Health and Safety (WHS) incident report was lodged by PIRSA; the helicopter 
personnel also lodged a safety report through their internal company processes. 

16. PIRSA and LCLB have since triple-checked the ownership of every property involved in 
the operation via the Valuer General’s database, PIRSA Property Identification Code 
database, and approvals provided by farms and Forestry SA. 

BACKGROUND 

17. PIRSA, in collaboration with the Landscape Boards, Forestry SA, SA Water and DEW, is 
leading the program to eradicate feral deer from South Australia. 

18. Written approval is required from the landowner before aerial shooting operations are 
conducted over their property. Those rules apply for public land, for private forestry 
companies, and national parks. 
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19. The TAAC operation in the Limestone Coast commenced on 21 March 2023 and will 
operate for 3 weeks, covering 200,000 hectares. About 500 feral deer have been 
controlled since 21 March 2023. 

 

IMPLEMENTATION 

20. Operations ceased over properties for the reminder of the aerial culling 
operation. 

21. PIRSA and LCLB have since undertaken an audit to triple-checked the ownership of 
every property involved in this operation via the Valuer General’s database, PIRSA 
Property Identification Code database, and approvals provided by farms and Forestry 
SA. 

22. Properties have been excluded from the aerial culling operation where ownership or 
authority could not be confirmed through the audit. 

 

 

RESOURCE IMPLICATION 

Nil. 

 

 

Sponsored by Nathan Rhodes 

PIRSA 

March 2023 
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