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SA occupies a unique position in the production of Lucerne Seed in Australia. The principle area of 

production is concentrated between Tintinara in the north to Naracoorte in the state’s South East. 

The production area also straddles the Victorian border with producers between Bordertown and 

Edenhope and there is also some production north of Adelaide between Spalding and Burra. Eighty 

three percent of total Australian Lucerne seed production is in these areas amounting to around 

16,000 ha of dryland and irrigated production. Of the average 9,700 tonnes produced in Australia 

per annum around 75 percent is exported - the remaining 25 percent is used domestically.  

Source- David Hudson- Towards a sustainable Australian temperate pasture legume planting seed 

market; The Australian Lucerne Seed Industry. 

 

Source: Teague, 2015; Jury, 2016; ABS, 2005–15 (2016) 
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The preferred position for Lucerne Australia (LA) is to remove the current SA moratorium on GM 

crops, while the status quo is acceptable given SA (and Australia’s) current GM free status for 

Lucerne seed exports, it can be maintained without the SA ban. Victorian and NSW produced seed is 

currently not segregated for domestic or export markets. Australia’s Lucerne seed production largely 

operates on an export driven basis so the future will demand production of varieties not all bred or 

destined for use domestically.  Our relevance as producers in a global market will require us to 

examine our future stance on GM critically. The current ban adds a layer of inflexibility which is 

unnecessary. 

The end user of Lucerne, fodder and pellets globally is largely the dairy industry so consumer 

preference for “GM free” in that product i.e. dairy, will continue to affect market demands. 

However, there are valuable traits in Lucerne varieties already not related to Glyphosate tolerance 

which has been a political issue. Lignin and Tannin levels in GM varieties can be manipulated 

increasing digestibility and feed value. These new traits are becoming widely accepted particularly in 

the USA.  

LA does not attempt to pre-empt industry in the adoption of GM however the current ban is based 

on flawed economic and scientific argument. Source - Mecardo- Expert Market Analysis of price 

premiums under the South Australian GM moratorium 2018. 

Our main trade competitor, the US, consistently extracts better pricing to farmers and market share 

globally while maintaining large scale production of both GM and GM free seed. As the global 

companies continue to dominate investment in new varieties public investment has now all but 

disappeared, opportunity for Australian Lucerne seed producers in the future may require a change 

in the current situation. While some of our major export destinations include Saudi Arabia prohibit 

GM material, Argentina and Mexico are currently investigating deregulating GM Lucerne. Source-

David Hudson - Towards  a sustainable Australian temperate pasture legume planting seed market; 

The Australian Lucerne Seed Industry. 

GM material is also currently banned in hay imported into China; this market is largely supplied by 

American production. Companies that currently dominate the breeding and release of new varieties 

have a wide range of use and acceptance of GM techniques. Plant breeding in this space is now 

moving to the use of genomics and marker assisted selection to produce desirable traits without GM 

technology. Given the size of the Australian market for planting seed it is unlikely the owners of any 

current Lucerne varieties prohibited would recoup the registration and licensing process to 

introduce GM to Australia if that were allowed, however LA does not believe that to be a reason to 

maintain the ban.  

As previously stated LA does not pre-empt any future changes but would maintain the current GM 

blanket ban in SA confers no trade advantage at the moment and is a barrier going forward. 
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