
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Review of the South Australian GM Food Crop Moratorium 
Attn: Emeritus Professor Kym Anderson AC 
 
By email: pirsa.gmreview@sa.gov.au 
 
 
19 October 2018 
 
Dear Sir,  
 
Re: Review of the South Australian GM Food Crop Moratorium 
 
GrainGrowers is an independent and technically resourced, grain farmer representative 
organization with over 17,000 members across Australia. GrainGrowers’ goal is a more efficient, 
sustainable and profitable grain production sector that benefits all Australian grain farmers and 
the wider grains industry.  
 
GrainGrowers provides this submission to reinforce and support the views put forward by Grain 
Producers South Australia (GPSA). From a national perspective, GrainGrowers considers it is 
inequitable for South Australian growers to not have access to the same technology (GM crops) 
that are available in all other states of Australia. 
 
GrainGrowers believes that grain farmers should always have the freedom of choice for the 
production systems and markets they pursue – be that genetically modified organisms (GMO), 
conventional, organic or any combination of these. Removal of the moratorium would allow 
choice for farmers and marketers in the crops they grow and purchase. 
 
It is GrainGrowers’ position that the ability to access gene technology is essential for the 
continued development and growth of the grains industry in Australia. This in turn allows us to 
maintain our international competitive and export earnings, with significant benefits for farmers, 
consumers and the Australian economy.  
 
GrainGrowers supports a science-based approach to the use of any technology, including 
genetically modified organisms. A rigorous regulatory framework exists through the Office of the 
Gene Technology Regulator to assess the environmental and public health aspects of all gene 
technology. Coupled with this, industry supply chains across Australia manage a wide range of 
segregations including for GM and non-GM crops, which can accommodate crops from different 
farm production systems. This supply chain system already has appropriate mechanisms in place 
to deal with low level presence in line with international standards. On this basis, the South 
Australian supply chain would also be able to manage all segregations and ensure customer needs 
are met.  
 
 
 



 

 
 
The fact that SA has a GM Moratorium means that any physical movement of GM material from 
east to west or vice versa must go via NT. This imposes a significant and unnecessary transport 
cost burden on all other states that have access to use this technology. 
 
Effectively, 80%+ of industry is being adversely impacted by the ban imposed on the other 20%. 
 
GrainGrowers requests the review recommend the removal of the moratorium on genetically 
modified crops in South Australia to ensure all Australian growers have access to all technologies 
which have been approved by the national regulator.   
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
Mr David McKeon 
CEO, GrainGrowers 
  



 

 


