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Crar. XL PASTORAL PURSUITS. &5

CHAPTER XL
THE LAND.

Pastoral Pursuits — Squatter’s Life—Wealthy Sheep-farmers, their Hospitality.
— Valuation and Assessment of Buns — Agrioultare - First Attempts at
“Wheat Growing — Land Sold — Land under Cultivation — Table of Land
Cultivated under Wheat, Yield in Bushels, and Average per Aore-—
Small Cost of Cultivating Wheat — Ridley's Reaping Machine. )

PASTORAL PURSUITS.
T BavE already referred to the immense ares of land now
comprised in the Colony of South Australia. Sir Charles
‘Wentworth Dilke, Baronet, in his “ Greater Britain,” describes
it as “The widest of all the British Colonies, and nearly as
large as English Hindostan.” Very early in the history of the
Colony land was taken up in what were then considered very
remote districts for pastoral pursuits, including the breeding
of sheep and cattle. The settlement of the country in this
way was closely connected with that daring exploration for
which the Colony has obtained & high and deserved reputation,
as I shall show in a subsequent. chapter on South Ausiralian
explorers and exploration. The beginning of this industry
was very simple and unpretentious. Young men, with just
capital sufficient to purchase a few hundreds or thousands of
sheep, & dozen horses, a year or two’s rations, and fo hire a
shepherd or two, sallied out into what was then aferra incognite
to seek their fortune. They settled on suitable sountry, erected
a rude hat, and thus laid the foundation of their fortunes. The
life at first was a hard and rough one, involving many priva-
tions: but it was not altogether without its compensating plea-
sures. There was plenty of work, and that of itself keeps life
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from stagnating. There was the pleasure of seeing the flocks
and herds increase. The lambing season brings a pressure of
work which requires the best energies of all hands on the
station. Bhearing too is always a scene of busy activity, and
getting the ool to the market before roads were known taxed
the ingenuity of the cleverest of the “squatters,” as pastoral
lessees of the Crown were eaxly called, and the designation
sticks to them to the present day, and will do so so long as
pastoral pursuits aze caxried on. ,

~ . The squatter's life in the beginning was not without aspice
of danger, which required continual vigilance and activity to
gusrd against, and a brave heart and a strong arm to meet when
it actually came. Tn those days the natives were enemies not
to be despised ; and before they learnt to fear or trust the white
man, they were not slow to resent his intrusion upon their hunt-
ing grounds. They plundered his huts, killed his sheep and
cattle, and sometimes attacked himself or his shepherds. He
had, therefore, to be always on the watch to protect himself
and his property. The aborigines had been accustomed to kill
for food all the indigenous animals found in their country : and
it was hard to teach them that they had no right to touch the
sheep and cattle of the squatter. They learned this in the end
by a rough and bitter kind of experience; but in the early
days of squatting they were 4 constant dread and annoyance
to the setiler, . -

As the flocks increased, the squatter had to push out into
new country, and runs were extended farther and farthor
inland. Teases of wide stretches of country, comprehending
in some cases hundreds of square miles, were gramted on a
mere nominal payment, end many of the squatters. grew rich
vapidly. All pastoral leases are held with the condition that.
whenever the land is required for agricultural purposes, the
squatter must tumn out on receiving six months’ notice, he
being paid for the substantial improvements made on his run.
The squatter is therefore the pioneer of -the agriculturist.
When the land is wanted for agriculture, he has to retive -
farther into the interior. : _

Many of the wealthiest men in the Colony at the present
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time, and several who have returned to spend their handsome
fortunes and to end their days in the old country, began here
in & very humble way. Some of them went out, as I have
' mentioned, with a few hundreds or thousands of sheep, and
lived far from the abodes of men for years, and only occasion-
ally visiting Adelaide to purchase rations or to dispose’ of
their wool; and some did not even do that, but trusted all
to sgents in town. Others were only shepherds, and by
saving their earnings—there were neither temptations mor
means of spending them at flzst—they got a fow sheep to-
gether, and were eventually enabled to false up & small run
for themselves; and the first start made, in many cases
- success came rapidly. Shepherds who kmew all about the
management of sheep made good squatters; they went on
increasing their flocks and taking wp new country, and their
wealth increased in geometrical ratio. They lived in the
qmetes* possible way, spending but & mere fraction of their
income. I.could point o a score of such men who have made
laxge fortunes, which they have well eamned, and, having
handed over the hard work of the station to thefr song, have
retived fo enjoy their well-eaxned leisure and to spend their
ample fortunes. As a class, they are honourable and kind-
heaited men. A squatter’s hospitality has become proverbial
in Australia. Having hadl many opportunities of testing it
in the far bush, I can speak from personal experience. The
best the station aﬁ'ords—acwmmodaﬂon, food, and horses—
are freely placed st the disposal of any one who knows how
to bebave himself. There are, of course, exceptions, and a
churlish squatter may sometimes be met with, but very rarely.
I have more than once been surprised snd delighted to meetin
some far-distant and out-of~the-way place an elegant. and hos-
pitable family—the sons manly and intelligent young fellows,
and the daughters possessing’ the accomplishments of élegant
young ladyhood, and afew other accomplishments which are
only to be picked up in the bush, such as catching and saddling
& half wild horse and joining inm a kangaroo hunt on his back.
This is not often the case, for young ladies’ horses on a station
are generally not as well broken as they are well ridden.
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A few years ago the leases which the squatters had heid
on esceedingly low terms were subjected to 2 new valuation
on.their renewal. The Surveyor-Greneral, Mr. G. W. Goyder,
a highly competent man, was appointed valuator, and he per-
formed this onerous and unpleasant duty with great impar-
tiality. His work was a very important one, and required fox
its proper discharge not only high professional ability, but
integrity and firmness of character; and these, it is admitted,
Mr. Goyder possessed in an eminent degree. His largely
increased valuations astonished some of the squatters, and
made them indignant; but he was supported by public’
opinion throughout the Colony, and the result has shown
that the poor oppressed squatters, as they represented them-
selves, were very well able to pay the increased assessment.
Unfortunately for the squatters, but fortunately for the
Covernment, the valuations were succeeded by two years of
drought, which tried the lessees severely, and under which
some of them fell poor and almost hopeless. Had the value~ -
tions been made during the years of drought, they would
have been fized much lower indeed than the actaal value
would have justified. Indignant as the squaiters were, none
of them were killed by the valuations. Some of them fell
from the drought, but thoge who were able to live over the
bad times became wealthier than ever. At the present time
the pastoral interest is in a highly prosperous state.. A sub-
sequent part of this work gives the full statistics of this
industry, from which it will be seen how wonderful has been
the progresy made by our « Shepherd Kings.” '

AGRIOULTURE.

When the first colonists arrived, the country was parched
up, the ground hard-baked and apparently unworkable. For
some time the early settlers were content to sit down with the
conviction that agriculture on such a soil, and with such a
climate, was impossible. A great deal of suffering resulted
from this false inference. The most importent of all the
necessaries of life had to be imported at & ruinous cost from
Tasmania; and flour was actually sold in Adelside at £100
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per tom. Some daring colonists, however, thought they
would honestly try whether wheat conld not be produced on
the Adelaide plains. The land was tilled, the seed deposited,
and the result anxiously looked for. Hayppily, wheat-growing
became & success from the beginning. Writing, as I do now,
when the result of the last harvest enabled us to export some-
thing like 180,000 tons of breadstuffs, after supplying our
own wants, it seems almost absurd to think that the early
fathers and founders of the Colony should even have enter-
tained a doubt as to the productiveness of the soil and
~climate. For a long time, agriculture was confined within
2 radius of say twenty miles of Adelaide, and persons who
ought to know” gravely asserted that beyond ‘that radius
agriculture was impossible. These persons, however, proved
to-be false prophets. During the last harvest, country 150
miles and more to the north of the metropolis has, without
the cultivation necessary in England, produced splendid
wheat, averaging from fifteen to eighteen bushels to the acre.
And along the whole distance from Adelaide to these northern
areas, the land is covered with industrious and prosperous
farmers. : o :
Up to the close of the year 1874 the total area of land
alienated from the Crown amounted to 4,621,956 .acres,
4,504,197 acres having been purchased in fee simple for cash,
and 416,650 acres under the system of deferred payments—
showing twenty-two and one-third acres per head of the
population, Through the kindness of the Govermment
Statist, I em able to bring down these figures to the present
date. The total area alienated by cash sales is 4,319,102
acres, for which has been realised £5452581 95 54, Selec
tions of land on credit have been made to the number of
2076, comprising en area of T14,232% acres, the purchase-
money of which amounted to £934,519 18s. At the close
of the year there were 1,380,484 acres under cultivation, of
-which there were under wheat 839,838 acres. The climate
is capricious for wheat, and the average yield per acre from
year to year varies considerably, The plagues from which
farmers suffer are drought, red rust, takeall, and, very rarely,
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locusts. The following table gives for a series of years the
number of acres under wheat, the produce in bushels, the
average per acre, and the average price per bushel in
Adelaide :—
Averpgeper  Average
Prive.

Seasem Adray Acreg vnder Frodues. Acre,
ek Oultivated. Wheat. Bushels, Bugh, 1bs. a d

1858-9 .. 264,452 188,708 2,109,044 11 11
1859-60 .. 361,834 218,218 2,108,411 9 28
186081 .. 428,818 78, B3076508° 18 4
18612 .. 486,667 310,686 3:410,756 1 &9

FILT

1862-8 .. 494511 520,160 3,541,894 2 0 4 10
1868-4 .. 555,988 835,758 4691919 4 6. 710
186453 ., HBT,TT5 390,836 4,252 949 1 0 8 7
1865-6 .. 660,569 410,603 4,587,800 8 44 6 2
1888-7 .. 7EO,TI4 - 4576328 8,561,451 14 20 4 5
1867-8 .. 810,784 550,456 2,579,879 4 90 7 1
1888-9 .. 808,294 533,035 5,178,970 9 49 5 0
1869-70 .. 850,576 542,185 3,052,320 5 45 & 38
1870-71 .. 939,006 604761 6,901,164 11 80 5 0
1872-8 .. 1,164,516 759,811 8,735,912 11 30 5 5
18784 .. 1,295,073 784,784 8,178,818 ¥ 53 5 7

18745 .. 1,3804B4 39688 0862693 11 45

A moderate estimate of £10 per ton gives £1,800,000 sterling
as the result of the harvest, after supplying all local wants.
This fact shows how important the agricultural interest is to
the Colony generally. To this it must be added that South
Awustralian wheat and floar are the finest produced in' the
world. This is seen by the fact that in London it brings
the very highest price, and in the other Colonies it is bought
to mix with their own ceréal produce. :
The cost of cultivating wheat in South Australia is very -
small compared with that of other countries. Axything like
sefentific farming -is ravely, if ever, attempted in the Colony.
Thé old saying, © Tickle the Iand with a hoe and it laughs
with-a harvest,” is almost literally true “here. Virgin soil
is ploughed up three or four inches deep, and often, without
even fallowing it, the seed is thrown in, and, should the
season be moderately favourable, a fair crop rewards the small
labour of the husbandman. This goes on from year to year—
anything like a xotation of crops is mever attempted. There
are farms in South Australia which have been annually -
cropped with wheat for twenty or twenty-five years, and
yet last hervest they produced as abundantly as ever.
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Though the farming is what would be ealled slovenly in
Englend, yet as a whole, and over a series of years, it answers
the purpose of the agricaulturist. There are meny farmers
. who have grown nch in this way, Beginning on a small
scale, with a section or two of eighty acres, they have, from
the profits of one year, enlarged their freeholdings for the
next, until several of them now have very large and valnable
estates, which yield them s handsome income. _

From the table published above, it will be seen that the
average price of wheat is low, and nothing could enable the
farmer fo thrive, with his comparatively small average per.
acre, and the low price at which he iz compelled to sell, but
the cheapness of producmon. The expense of cultivation is
small, and "the gathering in of the crop, when it is fully ripe,
costs a mere trifle. The greatest invention ever pm&uced
for the agriculturists of South Awustralia is Ridley’s reaping
machine, thch reaps and thrashes the wheat by one simple
process. . A machine of this kind could be used only where
“the climate is dry, and where the grain is allowed to ripem
and harden in the ear. In some of the Ausiralian Colonies
the machine cannot be used, in consequence of the moisture
in the air. In South Australis, however, as soon as the erop
is fully ripe, the machine is put into the fleld, and the whest
is reaped and thiashed with amazing rapidity, and at a very
small expenditure. It may safely be said that the cost of
farming has been reduced to the minimum in South Australia.

It is curious to find that some of the most successful farmers
are¢ men who have been brought up to other trades. They
seem to pick up the art and mystery of the business almost
instinctively—proving clearly thet in this Province no very
great skill or experience is required to make a successful
agriculturist, One result of this is, that there is a class of
indepéndent yeomanry settling on their own frechold lands,
where they enjoy all the comforts of independence and
abundance. Below I explain at length the provisions of the
eéxisting Land Acts, showing the easy terms on which any
industrious man may get on the land, and, in the course of
a few years, make it his own.



CHAPTER XIL
THYE LAND LAWE.

Upset Drice of Land, One Pound per Acre — Division of Land into Hundreds
— Original Land Laws — Cosh Purchasers — Evils of TLand Broking —
Strangways's Act — Credit Selections — Burveys — Conditions of Present.
Land System — Bucoess of System in Northern Aress— Mew Townships
and Ports.

Ore principle on which South Australia was sterted os a
Colony was the sale of the Orown lands at & price not under
one pound per acre, the proceeds from the sale to be devoted
to the infroduction of immigrants,

This principle, however, was soon modified, and}a large
portion of the money obtained for the lands was devoted to
the construetion. of roads and other public works; and sub-
sequontly to meeting the claims of the National Debt. The
minimum price of one pound per acre has been strenmously
adhered t0. Waste lands, as the unsold Government lands aze
ealled, divided into Hundreds, and sub-divided into sections of
about eighty acres each, were offered at auction at the upset
price of one pound. Competition often ran up the price much
beyond this arount, and hard-working farmers had but little
chance in competition with mere speculators, who bought the
land at a price which the farmer could not afford to give in
cash, and subsequently let it to him at a good rental, with a
vight of purchase at twice or three times the amount of what it
had eriginally cost. On the fall of the hammer, twenty per
cent. of the purchase money had to be paid down, and the
remainder in one month from the-sele. Lands that had been
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offered at auction and pessed the hammer could be taken up
at any fime at one pound per acre.

Several attempts were made to alter the whole gystem. of
the land laws, which had been worked so as to benefit only a.
very small class of speculators at the expense of the agri-
culturists. The average price per acre which the Government.
had received for the large territory alienated from the Croswm
was under 23s., but the price to the farmer, who had in many
instances to purchase second-hand, was 50s. or 60s., or more—
the differenice between the two prices going into the hands of
the speculators, for the accommodation they gave to the agri-
culturists ‘who had no momey. Objectionable as the system.
was, it. is ouly fair to say that many faemers have grown xich,
under it, and several speculators have done hoth themselves.
and the farmers good, by rendering assx,stance to poor men
who wanted to get on the land.

It was felt, howaver, that the Government might do for
‘moneyless farrgers what the capitalists and speculators had
been doing, and might do it on mauch more reasonable terms.
Instead of demanding cash, it was resolved to sell the lands on
eredit, with deferred payments, taking sufficient precautions of”
course that the land so disposed of should be oceupied and
. cultivated. After great consideration, a measure was at last.
carried through the Legislature for this purpose, and became-
law. It is not necessary that I should encumber these pages
_ with a-minute description of what is known as * Strangways's.

" Act,” which has been seb asidle for one more liberal, and better
aﬂap’se& to the requirements of poor men. It will be better to-
give a popular description of the law now in force, which will
show intending immigrants how, on’ thelr arrival in this.
Colony, they ean get possession of the land.

The Land Aet of 1872—TUnder this Act (amended in 1874)
the whole of the Waste Lands of the Colony south of the 26th
parallel of south latitude forms one area, from which, as fast as.
it is surveyed and declared open to the publie, intending pur-
chasers can male their selections. There is no selection before
survey, but an efficient staff of swvey officers is always at

work surveying the land as fast as it is required. Hundreds of
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thousands of acres are slways open for selection, and the work
of the surveyors is still going forward.

Price—All waste lands, other than township and suburban,
have a fixed value put upon them by the Commissioner of
Crown Lands, not less than £1 per acre. In improved or re-
claimed lands the cost per acre of the improvements and
reclamation is added fo the upset price of £1 per acre. Those
lands which have been open for selection, or which have been
offered at auction, and neither selected nor sold, may at the
end of five years be offered for sale in blocks of not more than
3000 acres, on lease for ten years, ot an annual rental of not
less than 6d. per acre, with a right of purchase at any time
during the currency of the lease at £1 per acre.

How fo get on the Land.~When any lands ave declared
open for selection, by proclamation in the Government Gauette,
at & fixed price, a day is appointed for receiving applications
for sections, not to exceed in the aggregate 640 acres, or one
square mile. The person meking the application shall pay at
the fime & deposit of ten per cent. on the fixed price, which
sum shall be taken as payment of three, years' interest in’
advance upon the purchase money.” If the price of the land is
£100, the selector would have to pay a deposit of £10, which
will be all he will be required to pay to the Government for
three years—about three and three-gquarters per cent. per
annum. At the end of three years he will have to pay -
another ten per gent., which will also be received as interest |
 for the next three years. If at the end of six years he is not
prepared to pay the whole of the purchase money, he can
obtain other four years’ credit, on: payment of half the pur-
chase money, and interest in advance on the other half at the
rate of four per cent. per annum. TLands which have been
open for selection two years and not taken up may be pur-
chased for cash. The serub lands may also be taken wp on

very favourable terms, on long leases. "
' Ocoupation and Tmprovements—A. credit selector may re-
side on his land either persomally or by substitute. The
personal resident, however, has advantages which he who
vesides by deputy has not. In cases of simultanéous appli-
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cations for the same block, the personal vesidert has the
preference over the other; and at the end of five years, the
seléctor who has resided on the land and made,all the required
iraprovements, and complied with all the conditions, may, by
paying his purchase money, obtain the fee simple of his sslec-
tion. The selector who cccupies by substitute cannot get the
freehold until the end of six yeass.

Purchasers apon credit will be required to reside, either
personally or by deputy, upon the land at least nine months
In the year; and absence for any longer time than three
months in one year rendexs the agreement lisble to forfeitare.

The-eredit purchaser will be required to meke substantial
improvements upon the land before the end of the second year,
to the estent of Ba. per acre ; before the end of the third year,
7s. 6d. per acre; before the end of the fourth year, 10s. per
acre. “Such improvements to consist of all or any of the fol-
lowing, that is to say :—Erecting a dwelling-house or farm
building, sinking wells, constructing water tanks or reservoirs,
putting up fencing, draining, or clesring or grubbing the said
land.” The fences must be of a substantial character.

Oultivation—The credit purchaser is required, during each
year until the purchase money is paid off, to plough and have |
under cultivation at least one-fifth of the land; but in the
event of his not cultivating this quantity during the first
year, he will be required to cultivate two-fifths during the
seeond year.

These are the principal provisions of the Land Act neces-
sary to be known by persons wishing to settle upon the land
on the most favourable texms. The land is cheap, the terms of
payment are easy, snd the amount of cultivation required not
more then any man intending to farm would attempt if the
matter were left to his own option.

This Act has worked with signal success, so far as regards
placing people on'the land ; but it has been found defective in
Iwo or thees points, which it was proposed to alter by fresh
legislation during the late Session of Parlinment. Tt Lias been
found that 640 acres is mot enough to enable a man to farm
profitably, by uniting stock-keeping with wheai-growing, and
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it was proposed to enlarge the area which one man may hold
40 1000 acres. Then it hes been found that the present system
is not sufficient to prevent men  dummying * the land, that is,
taking it up on credit under false pretences, and by using
« dumomy ” selectors getting possession of more land than they
arve entitled to. The new Bill provided, under stringent means,
for preventing and punishing those men who abuse their
position and violate the law. But the most serious defect of
all in the Act is what is kmown as @ limited auction” Tt is
provided in the Act that if two or mote applications are made
tor the same block of land, it shall then be put up to auction
at the price offered—the competition to be limited to the
applicants who offered the same amount. This seemed a very
fair arrangement to make, but in practice it bas worked mis-
chievously, In the heat of competition men have ran up the
price to sn. unreasonable amount, and the land has been taken
at prices fax beyond its actusl value. It is mot the poliey of
the Colony to make land too dear. The attzacting of popula-
tion snd the settlement of an industrious populstion on the
land ave accounted of far more importance than getting high
prices for it. The proposal in the new Bill was to make the
ultimate price of all land sold on credit 11 per acre. In the
case of simultaneous applications for the same blocks, the com-
petition wonld be on the annual rental, and not on the prin-
cipal. As soon as the fact is known that there are two o mMore
offering for the same block, each will be invited to write on &
paper what rental per acxe he is willing to give. If one offers
1s. 3d., and the other ls. 64, the latter will obtain the block.
1f, however, they should again offer the same amount, the
matter will be decided by lof. The Bill, however, proposing
these amendments has not been carried, and the land law
remains a8 if was.

T have said that the present law has worked with singular
gliccess, LmInense areas of land in the North have been
surveyed and offered for sale on credit. Half-a-dozen yeors
ago most of this Jand was used as sheep Tuns—supporting a
dozen or & soore of PErsous. Now it is covered with smiling
homesteads and prosperous farms, on which many hundreds of
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 families ave settled, with every prospect of .future success. In
the course of a few years, these farms will be the frechold
estates of 2 steady and intelligent class of farmers; farming
their own land, who will constitute the pith and strength of
the Colony. A few thousands of farmers, each farming his
own {reehold estate of a square mile, or & thousand acres,
would form an independent and prosperous class, of which any .
country may well feel proud.

The amount of money due to the Government for these
lands purchased on eredit, which will be due within the next
six years, smounts to over £2,225,000, There is reason to
believe that most of the purchases will be completed; but if
they are mot, the land, greatly improved by the ‘erection of
. buildings and cultivation during the six years, will revert to
the Government, and can be sold again.

I had an opportunity of visiting these northern areas just
before the last harvest, when they were loaded with magnificent
crops of golden grain. I had seen the country three years
before, when only a small portion was devoted to agriculture ;-
the rest was' still immense sheep runs. I travelled for miles
day after day amongst the finest crops of wheat I ever wit-
nessed. In some places the reaping had commenced, and the
farmers were cleaning wp from 14 to 18 bushels per acre. In
other more favoured spots it reached from 25 to 30 bushels.
T saw several towns which had sprung up as if by magic, on
sites where three years before there was not a soul to be seen,
and where my companions and I lighted a five, boiled our
“billy,” and made tea for our midday refreshment. A fine
port in Spencer's Gulf, for the ontlet of the produce of the
district, had risen up from what used to be something like a
dismal swamp. Wharfs were erected, laxge stores built, banks
and churches founded ; and all this was the work of less than
three years! And asfar as can be seen, we are just tapping
that great agricultural district which lies fo the north of the
Buwra and Clare. The squatter has o give place to the agri-
-culturist and move- backward, Happily for some of the
- wealthiest of them, but unfortunately for the cointry, they
~have purchased magnificent estates of from 40,000 o 100,000
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goves of fine land. Some of these gentlemen have entered
into competition with the farmezs and have gone largely into
wheat-growing. Last year a gentleman, specially representing
on influential Melbourne journal—The Leader—visited this
Oolony and published an interesting and well-written repoxt of
what he saw. 1 transcribe to these pages liis account of the
311 River Estate, the private property of Mz C. B. Fisher, 25
an example of how men of capital and enterprise are now
combining the two pursuits of wool-growing and agricultural
farming.
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CHAPTER XIIL
PHE HILL RIVER ESTATH.

Combining Agrioulture with Stock Breeding-—Great Farm — The Mechenical
é&ppliames for Working it— Regulations for Workmen on Estate—
NOCESE.

Foo Reves Eerate, the property of Mr. C. B. Fisher, is
sitaated in the Connty of Stanley, two miles eastward of Clare,
the furthest agricultural township to the north previous fo the
opening up of the new areas. The total distance of Hill River
from Adelaide is 88 miles, and railway communication 8
obtained by taking the Buxre line at Farrell’s Flat, 18 miles
4o the east. The property is 60,000 acres in estent, lying
north and south in & valley beteen two tiers of hills—the
.eastern. tier being, like the country in that direction—tree-
less; but the western onae, together with some of the un-
dulating land in the valley approaching its base, is Lightly
timbered with sheacals and gum. The valley is on an average
about seven miles broad, and the estate extends about 25
miles in length; the il River, a permanent creek, which.
takes its vise to the south, running along the centre. The
valley is composed of a rich deep chocolate soil washed from
the surrounding high land, which is of slaty conglomerate
sormation set on edge, and rupning in reefs mixed with quarlz
north and south, along the crests of the boundary ridges.
The property, which is ander the supetintendence of M. I
W. Pitts (formerly of Victoria), who is general manager for
the whole of Mr. Fisher’s property in Qouth Australia, and
" of Mr. J. Emery, who 18 resident manager, is worked as &
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sheep-breeding establishment and wheat-growing farm on a -
large seale, the latter being carried on with the ultimate end
in view of preparing the soil for the sowing down of lucern
and prairie grass. The station is divided into four different
establishments, viz,, the wool-shed and drafting-yards, seven -
miles down the valley to the north; a new deries of farm
buildings, two miles to the east, being prepared for harvest;
another large farming establishment nearer home; and the
homestead, a stone residence and stabling, swrrounded by
well-kept grounds, orangery, and orchard, comprising in all
twelve acres. In the Lkitchen-garden of four acres every .
description of vegetable is produced in abundance, and this
portion of the establishment is found to be very valuable,
where so many hands are employed. The drafting-yards at
the wool-shed are of a complete kind for the handy working
of the sheep, and are flagged in the race and crush dens with
slate obtained on the property. The buildings for the shearers
are of stone, divided into dining, sleeping, and cooking depart-
ments, the latter fitted with the latest appointments, and a
separate stone cottage is provided for the overseer. The
number of sheep shorn is 50,000—the shearing floor accom-~
modating 40 ‘shearers. The Hill River wool is of the Merino
combing description, and for length and strength of staple
combined with weight of fleece has not been exceeded by any
other run in the Colony, except Bundaleer, Mr. Fisher’s other
vun further north, where the same breed of sheep are kept.
The clip last year was from 9 Ibs. in the wether to' 8% Ibs. in
the lambs in the grease, or an aversge all through of about
7 lbs., for which an average of 143d. was obtained, Sheep-
washing is not usual in South Australia, through the scarcity
of water; but the chief drawback on Hill River is its hard-
ness, being brackish and metallic from the mineral nature of
the watersheds. Amongst some fleeces selected during the
late shearing for the Sydney Exhibition, one two-tooth Merino
ram’s fleece weighed 173 and a four-tooth 21 1bs. About 200
cattle, some of which are of superior shorthorn blood, have
lately been introduced, and the intention is to obtain a good
bull and begin that department of breeding. The new farm
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buildings are being erected handy to the cultivated land,
which is about midway in the valley, the furrows running
lengthwise. The buildings comprise a quadrangle of 10 feet
high, stone walling 120 feet long each side, roofed with gal-
vanized iron, with & slope inwards, and divided off into 10
by 10 loose-boxes for horses, each box containing close feed-
manger for bruised peas, bran, and cut hay, with which all
the horses on the place are systematically fed. A well and
trough for watering occupy the middle of the gguare, which
will be built upon further, so as to accommodate 200 horses,
the total nnmber at present employed on the estate. The
other buildings consist of raen’s stone-buildings, with dining,
sleeping, and cooking departments separate, overseer's resi-
dence, large hay-cuiting and corn-bruising house, and bam
106 feet by 84, and 15-foot walls, with & holding capacity of
60,000 bushels of wheat, besides compartments at the rear for
two blowers and screens for finishing the wheat off in a uniform
sample after it passes through the winnowers in the field.
These blowers, which are worked by horse power, and have
self-acting elevators for passing the wheat from the fans o
the revolving screen, gef through st the rate of 700 bushels
per day each. The cultivated land is in large fields, one of
which is three miles long, and contains this year 4250 acves
of wheat, besides 40 acres of pess grown for horse feed and
a quantity of barley, and 1800 acres new land turned up for
fallow. Next year the land first ploughed will be three years
in erop, when it is proposed to yearly lay down that which
+ has yielded three crops in lucern and prairie grass, and shift
the wheat ground further on to new land. The plonghing was
performed by thirty-fonr horse teams drawing a double plough
each, doing from two or thres acres per day, according to the
time lost in travelling to and from the work, and five single
ploughs striling out. It is estimated that with the teams
nearer their work 3% acres per day will be accomplished. One
wmen is allowed to each plough to manage both driving and
guiding. Floughing is donme eight inches deep at first, so
that the land can be turned over afterwards in the dry season
immediately after the removal of the crop. The seed, which
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is of several kinds, fo ascertain the Dest, was sown the first
weels in June, with six of Adamson’s twenty-two-foot broadcast
machines, sowing, under the menagement of one man, forty
acres per day each. The pickling used is bluestone, and an
ingenious dipping apparatus is used by which a bag at a time
can be done with much rapidity. The lands are ploughed
one chain wide, and are harrowed by fifteen sets of six-leaved
harrows, doing & land in two turns. The flrst sets are heavy
and drawn by six horses, and the second, which are lighter,
go across and finish. The harrowing is finished at the rate of
500 acres per day. As harvest approaches two-chain wide
strips are’ cut by the mowing machines at intervals, cutting
the wheat into 200-acre blocks, and then strips (upon the
removal of the wheat for hay) are ploughed, together with strips

right round the crop, for protection against fire. When the
wheat is ripe, the strippers are then set to work, emptying on
the roads at each end of the 200-acre blocks. Hach stripper
is drawn by four horses, driving and guiding being managed
by one man ; and each machine does from seven to éight acres
per day, according to the weather. Last year twenty-seven
strippers were employed, but this harvest ten additional new
ones will be required. About one winnower to three strippers
is required on the headlands for cleaning, which is dome by
piece work, the men obtaining 1d. per bushel for puttmg the
wheat through once, and 24. for twice. From the winnowers
in the flelds it is carted in bags to the blowers and screens,

Afrom which it is bagged, sewed, and passed into the barn..
The land under wheat last year was 3050 acres, which yielded
at the rate of fifteen bushels, thirty-five acres of peas yielding
forty bushels per acre, and sixty acres of harley giving thirty
bushels.  The quantity of wheat cut for hay last year for
home consumption was 600 tons, and this year 800 tons will
be required. The wheat grown on this farm took the challenge
oup, value £50, in Adelaade, for the best 100 bushels in 187 3

the prize at the late show for the best bushel with a sample
of purple straw weighing sixty-eight pounds; and the present
harvest at the time of my visit promised to eclipse any former
effort. At the farm steading near the home station, a similax
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stabling accommodation to that deseribed exists, and as the
supply of Clydesdales increases at amother station of M.
Tisher’s devoted to breeding, it is proposed fo imcrease the
working capacity of the Hill River farm by two-thirds, or
three steadings in all, with 200 horses each, At this steading
there is another series of men’s buildings, together with chaff
house, with chaff-catter, cutting one ton per hour, implement
vard and sheds, containing in addition to the ploughs and
strippers, harrows and sowers, alreacly mentioned, fourteen
waggons, six scarifiers, four hayrakes, ration carts, waggonettes,
and other vehicles and implements; a blacksmith’s shop con-
taining two forges, carpenter’s shop and saddler’s shop for
repairing, overseer’s residence and a large number of cottages
for the married men who permanently stay on the place.
Two large dams of water supply the home station and home
farmstead with water, and there are six others in various parts
of the run. This work, which is constently being carried on, is-
done by plough and scoop. Sixteen acres of trees have been
planted in two-acre blocks in various parts of the run, the kinds
found to do best being the Tasmanian red gum, Pinus énsignis,
and sterculias. A large plantation of about seventy acres for
trees is in course of preparation above the hounse, and olive
planting is carried on annually. The large quantity of manure
. madle by such a quantity of stable horses is carefully looked after,
_and is o be put on the land along with the lucern. Pigs are
profitably kept upon the waste wheat; and on a small experi-
mental farm, maize, millet, and sorghum have been tried with
success, and various kinds of wheats are planted in drills to
try their relative merits. The purple straw so far has been
found best. On one portion of the farm also experiments to
prove the efficiency of subsoil ploughing and other matters
are attended to. Amongst the improvements to be eventually
carried out, & public reading room and library are to be added -
to each homestead, and other méasures of an educative and
elevating character ave to receive aftention. The hands
employed, apart from shearing and harvest seasons, average
about seventy., When these latfer operations are onm, the
pumber is over 200. Young draught horses are constantly
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’bemO' brought from the breeding establishment near Adelaide,
and bmken by means -of waggon, plough scoop, or other of
the numerons kinds of work constantly going on.

The following rules of the establishment are posted in the
various buildings —Working hours: All hands to rise at
five A.M, when the bell rings; horses to be fed, watered, and
-cleaned ; breakfast at six ; all teams to be afield af seven ; dinner
hour at noon ; work to’commence again at one B, to continue
to six in summer and five in winter; supper at seven; horses
10 be fed and watered at half-past eight, and the dining-room
to be cleared and locked up at ten pm. 'Wages: First-class
men will be paid at the rate of 20s. per week; second-class at
18s.; third-class at 16s. Any one by good smd industrious
conduct can taise himself to the highest class, Wages paid
every fourth week, and at no other time. Any one in charge
of horses neglecting to foed and tend them properly, or found
abusing them, wﬂl be discherged at once, and forfeit all his
wages due. Any one wilfully disobeying orders or neglecting
his duty will be discharged, and will forfeit two thnds of the
wages due. Any ome found in a state of drunkenness will
be instantly discharged, and absolutely forfeit all wages due.
Any one bringing intoxicating liquors on the premises, as well
as those partakmg of them, will forfeit all the wages due, and
be instantly discharged. Any onme found smoking near the
stebles or stacks Wﬂl be at once discharged and px:oceeded
against under the Bush Fires Act. Hach man at the time of
lurma' is reqmred to 'sign the above rules, binding himself to
abide by them in all respeets



