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            Declared Plant Policy 

 
This policy relates to natural resources management under section 9(1)(d) of the Landscape 
South Australia Act 2019 (the Act), enabling co-ordinated implementation and promotion of 
sound management programs and practices for the use, development or protection of natural 
resources of the State. Specifically, this policy provides guidance on the use and 
management of natural resources relating to the prevention or control of impacts caused by 
pest species of plants that may have an adverse effect on the environment, primary 
production or the community, as per object s7(1)(f) of the Act. 

 

poison ivy (Toxicodendron radicans) 
 
Poison ivy is a climber that has occasionally been cultivated as an ornamental.  It contains 
urushiol, to which many people develop an allergy resulting in severe dermatitis. It is not 
naturalised in South Australia but may still exist in cultivation. 
 
 

Management Plan for Poison Ivy 
 
Outcomes 
 

• Protect public safety from urushiol-induced contact dermatitis. 
 
 
Objectives 
 

• Prevent the introduction of poison ivy as a garden plant. 
 
 
Best Practice Implementation 
 

• Prohibition on sale of plants or seed to be enforced by regional landscape boards and 
Green Adelaide. 

 

• Regional landscape boards and Green Adelaide to organise the removal and 
destruction of any further garden specimens located. 

 
 
Regional Implementation 
 
Refer to regional management plans for further details. 
 

Region Actions 

Alinytjara Wilurara Enforce prohibition on sale, remove if found 

Eyre Peninsula Enforce prohibition on sale, remove if found 

Green Adelaide Enforce prohibition on sale, remove if found 

Hills and Fleurieu Enforce prohibition on sale, remove if found 

Kangaroo Island Enforce prohibition on sale, remove if found 

Limestone Coast Enforce prohibition on sale, remove if found 

Murraylands and Riverland Enforce prohibition on sale, remove if found 

Northern and Yorke Enforce prohibition on sale, remove if found 

South Australian Arid Lands Enforce prohibition on sale, remove if found 
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Declaration 
 
To implement this policy, poison ivy is declared under the Landscape South Australia Act 2019 
throughout the whole of the State of South Australia. Its entry to South Australia, movement or 
transport on a public road by itself or as a contaminant, or sale by itself or as a contaminant are 
prohibited. Land owners are required to notify their regional landscape board or Green 
Adelaide of any poison ivy plants on their land and destroy these plants. Landscape boards 
and Green Adelaide are required to destroy any poison ivy on road reserves in their region.  
 
Poison ivy is declared in category 3 under the Act for the purpose of setting maximum 
penalties and for other purposes.  Any permit to allow its entry, road transport or sale can only 
be issued by the regional landscape board or Green Adelaide pursuant to section 197. 
 
Under the Landscape South Australia (General) Regulations 2020, Regulation 27 specifies 
the conditions under which a person is exempt from the operation of section 186 and may 
transport wool, grain or other produce or goods carrying poison ivy on public roads, or bring 
them into the State.  Regulation 28 specifies conditions under which a person is exempt from 
the operation of section 188(2) and may sell wool, grain or other produce or goods carrying 
poison ivy. Note that certain produce or goods may be excluded from these general 
movement and sale exemptions by Gazettal Notice of the Chief Executive of the Department 
for Environment and Water. 
 
The following sections of the Act apply to poison ivy throughout each of the regions noted 
below:  
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186(1) Prohibiting entry to area X X X X X X X X X 
186(2) Prohibiting movement on public roads X X X X X X X X X 
188(1) Prohibiting sale of the plant  X X X X X X X X X 
188(2) Prohibiting sale of contaminated goods X X X X X X X X X 
190 Requiring notification of presence X X X X X X X X X 
192(1) Land owners to destroy the plant on their properties X X X X X X X X X 
192(2) Land owners to control the plant on their properties          
194 Recovery of control costs on adjoining road reserves          

 
 
Review 
 
This policy is to be reviewed by 2025 or in the event of a change in one or more regional 
management plans for poison ivy. 
 
 
Weed Risk 
 
Invasiveness 
 
Poison ivy is a woody perennial vine that reproduces by bird-dispersed seed and rhizomes in 
its native range in North America. However, it is not known to grow spontaneously from seed 
or escape from cultivation in South Australia. 
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Impacts 
 
Poison ivy has a major impact on human health by causing contact dermatitis.  This normally 
disappears when the patient is no longer in contact with the plant or anything contaminated 
with the sap.   
 
Potential distribution 
 
Poison ivy has a wide range in its native North America from Mexico to southern Canada, 
and could be cultivated in the southern part of South Australia. It has never been found 
growing wild here, but may be able to escape in the higher rainfall regions. 
 
 
Feasibility of Containment 
 
Control costs 
 
When discovered in a garden, removal of poison ivy has been given high priority by the 
landowners.  It may be cut and dug out by workers wearing protective clothing. 
 
Persistence 
 
Poison ivy is a long-lived plant that persists for many decades in gardens, putting down new 
roots by layering. 
 
Current distribution 
 
No occurrences are currently known in South Australia, but it is possible that poison ivy still 
exists in some old gardens.  There are a few specimens in cultivation elsewhere in Australia. 
 
 
State Level Risk Assessment   
 
Assessment using the Biosecurity SA Weed Risk Management System gave the following 
comparative weed risk and feasibility of containment scores by land use:  
 

Land use 
 

Weed Risk Feasibility 
of control 

Response at 
State Level 

Urban 
negligible 

7 
very high 

0 
monitor 

 
 
Considerations 
 
Poison ivy was originally proclaimed simultaneously with rhus tree (Toxicodendron 
succedaneum) because it causes the same allergy syndrome.  It has never been marketed 
under its own name as an ornamental, and the handful of specimens that have been found in 
southern Australian gardens may have been planted in error for Virginia creeper in the early 
20th century. 
 
Risk assessment indicates monitoring as a management action to detect any poison ivy 
occurring in the State or any attempt to import it. 
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Synonymy 
 
Toxicodendron radicans(L.)Kuntze,  Revis. Gen. Pl. 1: 153 (1891) 
 
Basionym: Rhus radicans L., Sp. Pl. 1: 266 (1753) 
 
Taxonomic synonyms:   

Rhus toxicodendron L., Sp. Pl. 1: 266 (1753) 
Toxicodendron negundo Greene, Leafl. Bot. Observ. Crit. 1: 117 (1905) 

 
Other common names include markweed, caquistle and sumac grimpant. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hon David Speirs MP 
Minister for Environment and Water 
 
Date: 28 March 2021 
 


