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Llﬂle Desert
Road Row:

Llﬂ'le ‘Desert proj

It was disclosed  yester-
_day that the new 163-mile
road - through the: Little
Desert ended on a g, f)er-
ty owned by Sir Wil
McDonald’s
law, Mr. C. A Koch.

MPs of all parties will
meet on Tuesday morning

- hrother-in-

ensure Hi.nf?

From Our Staff Representative

MELBOURNE October 5 — The Minister. of Lands
(Slr William McDonald) seems certain to face strong
new criticism: in State Parlmment this week over l'he

ect
a.t regular: party meetmgs,
and. the fabor Party - is

thought lkely to plan a
censure motion against Sir
‘William -Mc¢Donald- in the
House of Assembly.

The deputy Leader of
the Country Party (Mr.
Evans) has already called

Bordertown

for a full mdependent en-i:

ry into all aspects of
t e thtle Desert scheme.
Bvans gaid -tonight:
“An inde endent enquiry,
outside “the influénce - of
the Minister, would be
fairest to everyone.”
Sir William MecDonald
tonight issued a statement

strongly denying any im-|

propriety
The

have used my position to
benefit my relatives. I ca-

tegonea,lly deny that thxs}

is so0.”
The - secretary. of the

Victorian National Parks|

Assoclation

Garnet),’

nent of the development,

tonight called for Sir Wil-

gam McDonald’s resigna-
on

“The public can have no

(Mr. - J. R.

confidence in a. Minister |

in this position,” he said.

““No Benefit"”

Sir William McDona.ld’
brother-in-law, Mr. Koch,

statement . read: i
“The report -carries the|
clear imputation that I}

a strong oppo-|

Mr Koch’s property

said tonight that the new )

road would end n
woolsheds, about 4
from his homestead

r his

“But # won't benefit me |

in the slightesfb." he-said,
“There was at no- stage

" any discussion of the di

rection of the road be-
iween myself and Sir Wil-
liam McDonald — none at.
all,”. he said.

roup - of ' conserva- |

tiomsgs has' offered to buy
part of the-Ldttle Desert
&s a wild-]ife reserve.

The -offer was an-
nounced at the 1naugural
evbhc meetin, the

j1d-Life Wan ens‘ Guild
in Melbourne last rdght by
the presment (Mr. | C.
Fallscheer). .~

At VICTOR HARBOR,
the zone conference of the
Association of Apex Clubs

announced the launching '-

shortly of a campal
emphasise the nee for
rotection of - Australia’s
lora and fauna.

It will be. directed at].

schoolchildren in: the.zone,
which covers SA, NSW,
Victoria and NT, o

fber

BOLTE SAYS
LITTLE
DESERT

| SCHEME WILL

GO AHEAD

The * Victorian * Govern-

| ment would continue with a

scheme to develop - the
Little Desert, despite fanati-
cal, attacks mounted against |
it by some conservationists,
the - Premier, Sir Henry
Bolte, said yesterday '
He strongly resented suggest-
ions that ‘the scheme ml%

give private advantage to
family of. the  Minister for

| Lands, Sir Williamn McDonaild,

who hved near the project.
Sir Willlam had bpeen the

‘| victim of a campaign to cast a

slur on his honesty and

integrity, Sir Henry said.

A - recent decision by the
Victorian Cabinet to open up
50,000  acres of an area of
Crown land called the Little
Desert, near the South Austra-
lian border, has been attacked
for months by agriculturists,
conservationists and the Press,

On Saturday a story was

' published «in Melbourne saying’

a road recently built to provide
access to the Little Desert
would end near the property of
Sir William’s brother-in-law, .
Mr Charles August Koch,

“This is a scurrilous slur on

.f the-integrity on the xmmster," .

Sir Henry said.

- ‘NOT IMPROPER’

The minister had not acted
improperly in having the road

1 sited where it was.

“I've never heard so much
nonsense falked in my hfe,” Su'
Henry said.

“The road has to go next to
ecause it
is the sensible and correct

I place to sxte it to serve the six

new blocks.”

The Govérnment would call
for applications for settlers to
take up the six blocks soon. "
© Sir William yesterday cate-

gorically rejected impufations
} that hi
{erty
i posmomng of the road.

s brother-in-law’s prop-
had. influenced ~ the

He said it had been known |
for many years the road would
uired if the area were
épened up for development,

“Its actual siting was decided
by surveyors of .the Lands
Department and engineers from
two local shives,” Sir William
said.

“The fact that this road is,
near my brother-inlaw's prop-
erty is purely ‘coincidental.

“The site for the road is so

‘obviously the right one that it

didn’t enter, my head that
:iatnyone would ‘question - me over

“In any case a road there is a
very questionable advantage fo |
my brother-inlaw.,”"

Sir ‘William said ‘applicalions
fo take up the six: blotks

“about 4000 acres each — would

be called for within a month,

Both Sir William: and Sir |
Henry  were. . speaking at|
Stawell, where  the  Victorian
Cabinet is having a country

-meeting.
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