 



From: Rob MCutcheon (personal contact details deleted)
Sent: Friday, 29 January 2010 4:24 PM
To: Irving, Jason (DEH)
Subject: Arkaroola rezoning
Mr Jason Irving
Manager Planning & Policy
Department for Environment & Heritage
Arkaroola has been like a second home to me for many decades. Since 1969 I have been a visitor, enjoying the remarkable scenery and the hard to define but all pervading special feel of the place. There are aspects of Arkaroola, indeed the whole Flinders Ranges (and other places, too) that can’t be defined or quantified and yet can be amongst the most important characteristics of the place. In the 1980s I made trips to Arkaroola to muster goats for the Angora and meat markets. Being there was far more significant than trying to make a quid from the goats: there are some things that cannot have a price put on them. Yet there is great dollar value in this area: tourism maintains Arkaroola as somewhere that people can go to be amazed, delighted and refreshed. This provides employment and expenditure that impacts way beyond the Flinders area – even to Adelaide. It stems from a vision to preserve beauty and spectacle and an emotional benefit to people: the same motivation that established the National Parks system.
Ellie, my wife, and I love the place so much we try to get there every year – a desire that has been central to our holiday plans since the1970s. So it was with dismay that we heard of the plan to rezone for mining. What this boils down to is someone’s plan to make a lot of money at the expense of a special place.  A government will respond to something that makes it look good. Development, employment, GDP: all worthwhile in themselves but at what price when so much can be destroyed? We are reaching the stage where we are starting to live in an economy rather than in a society. There are values which are important to social cohesiveness (a result of well being and a balance in our lives): values that can be hard to define and hard to put a dollar value on. This does not diminish their importance. In fact, a society that appreciates beauty in all parts of our lives has a greater unity and will operate more efficiently. These values, amongst others, are being gradually eroded in our society and the results are not pretty.
At a more definable level, there are many issues with the rezoning. Part of the Act says ‘Mining operations should not take place here unless the deposits are of such paramount significance that all other environment, heritage or conservation considerations may be overridden’ and that ‘exploitation of the deposits is in the National or State interest’ and that ‘investigations have shown that alternative deposits are not available on other land in the locality...’. This shows the limitations of protection for Arkaroola. Such lack of precision in the wording can be worked through with good lawyers by anyone well motivated with making money, especially with the bait to government of employment and revenue. Legislation must be stringently worded to ensure rigid adherence to the intention.
 It is incredible that the most spectacular areas with ready access for the public, currently in Environmental Zone A, can be rezoned to Zone 3 with access for mining and exploration. History shows that the best intentions in pronouncements can be sadly lacking in everyday operations when it comes to looking after the environment by those who are exploiting it. What Arkaroola is: the spectacle; the wildlife; the atmosphere; the tourism opportunities; the geology and the uniqueness it has in all these things means that it is only a technicality (ie Arkaroola is a private undertaking) in government acts/regulations that it can be given lesser protection than a National Park. It should have the same protection status as a National Park. Uranium is already being mined elsewhere with other significant mines in South Australia and Marathon’s interest is uranium so it would seem that there is no need for a rezone on that basis. It may be reasonable to assume they hope to get around the above provisions in the Act. 
Conservation has not been thought through with rigour. The lack of secure connections between Yellow footed rock wallaby colonies is one example not providing properly for a threatened species that needs room to move with changing conditions. Flora and fauna must be encouraged, not restricted. The extremely rare and beautiful Balcanoona wattle is found in just a small area of Arkaroola. What guarantee of a good future does it have? It does not make sense to leave the security of different species and wonderful landscapes to a series of campaigns as they come under threat from development.
It is of major concern that the areas to be opened for mining are amongst the most significant for tourism. Many people could be deprived of the experiences of this amazing landscape that they crave and deserve. It could be the end of viability for Arkaroola as we know it.
Yours sincerely
Rob & Ellie McCutcheon
