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Mr Jason Irving ; .
Manager Policy and Planning

Department for Environment and Heritage

GPO Box 1047

Adelaide SA 5001

28 January, 2010

Dear Mr Irving,

I write this as way of submission to the call for public
comment on the document "Seeking a Balance - Conservation and
Resource Use in the Northern Flinders Ranges". '

A little over ten years ago, I travelled the dusty roads of

the Flinders Ranges in search of locations for the film "The
Tracker". I had filmed in the Flinders before, knew of their
rugged beauty and felt sure I could find the large number of
locations I needed for "The Tracker" in the general area.

To my surprise, I struggled for some days to put together
anything at all. Either an otherwise suitable location was
spoiled in its outlook by something man-made, or else the
location was simply too difficult to get to, considering the
logistics and the relatively low budget of the film.

One morning, exasperated, I studied closely the large set of
topographical maps I had with me. Towards the northern end of
the Flinders I noticed something...vehicular tracks that went
up with the contours, instead of staying down in the valleys
as elsewhere. I turned to the location manager travelling with
me. "Chris," I said, "we're going to Arkaroola."

It was in this way that I stumbled upon the single most
extraordinary piece of South Australia in existence. We drove
in, late afternoon, and even at the approaches of the property
the hair started to stand up on the back of my neck. This was
not just because I could recognise that my specific quest had
some chance of fulfilment, but because of the land itself, and
the effect it had on person within it.

As we explored the entirety of that one tiny piece of South
Australia over the next few days, the variety, feel and
grandeur of the landscapes within it utterlyéjustified the
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label I gave it then, "the single most extraordinary piece of
South Australia in existence".

Over the next year, I went back to Arkaroola many times, and,
in the event, all seventy or eighty individual locations of -
"The Tracker" were filmed there. It was a joy working there,
and part of that joy was the feel of its permanence, as
permanent as the 1.8 billion year-old rocks scattered
around...Arkaroocla was for many years the oldest known place
on earth.

Last week I went back there, after an absence of five or six
years. I took three people I knew: an eminent film archivist
from Amsterdam, a leading book publisher from Milan and an
internationally acclaimed audiovisual producer from Sydney.
All three are discerning people and extremely well-travelled.
I showed them "my" Arkaroola. All three were astonished,
overwhelmed, humbled even.

The archivist from Amsterdam at one point gazed into the
distance and said, "Never. Never in my life have I seen a view
as vast as this." The Italian publisher was silent for much of
our first day there, revealing towards the end of it that, "I
am so overwhelmed Rolf. I have not the words but I am so
overwhelmed." The audiovisual producer summed it up as: "Here,
in South Australia...unbelievable. The whole of Kangaroo
Island, everything there, pales into insignificance..."

And they were not talking about the northern Flinders Ranges.
They were talking exclusively about Arkaroola.

Whilst up there this time, my illusion of Arkaroola's
permanency was shown to be just that, an illusion, perhaps
even a delusion. I was made aware of the review of the
Development Plan for the Flinders Ranges currently taking
place, particularly into the area of Arkaroola. I read, upon
returning to Adelaide two days ago, the document "Seeking a
Balance - Conservation and Resource Use in the Northern
Flinders Ranges". It took me barely fifteen seconds to
discover that this document is almost as incredible as
Arkaroola itself, although rather more in a negative direction
than anything wonderful.

Just looking at the map titled "Landscape Quality" is enough
to tell. Nowhere on that map, nothing, is rated "high", the
top category of landscape quality. That in itself is so
clearly a nonsense, that the single most extraordinary place
in South Australia, scenically, is not rated "high" for its
landscape quality, that it disqualifies anything in the report
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from being able to be taken seriously. It calls into question
all the fundamental underpinnings and methodologies of the
reporl.

If Arkaroola is not able to be rated "high" in terms of
landscape quality, then nothing in South Australia is of high
landscape quality...not Kangaroo Island, not anywhere else in
the Flinders Ranges, not the Musgraves, not anywhere else in
South Australia.

But Arkaroola is of the highest possible category of landscape
quality. It is not only extraordinary for its variety and
beauty, it is also a unique landscape...in all my travels all
over Australia, I have come across nothing else like it, not
even in the Kimberley, and of all the places in Australia I
have ever taken overseas visitors, Arkaroola gets the
strongest positive reaction.

That decisions about a place as significant as Arkaroola can
be influenced by a report full of deliberate obfuscation
(e.g., "Of interest is that the analysis has confirmed that
many high landscape and environmental values are already
protected within the Vulkathuna-Gammon Ranges National Park",
when the landscape and environmental values of Arkaroola are
so emphatically superior to those in the V-G Park but are
deliberately not mentioned), a report so lacking in balance as
to neglect to take seriously the scenic importance of the
area, is deeply disquieting. It risks selling out the long
term heritage and long term financial gain of all South
Australians for the short-term financial gain of a very few,
most of whom are not South Australians.

What mention in the report of the Balcanoona Wattle, a
delicate acacia so rare that it is known to exist in only two
valleys in the world, one of them on Arkaroola? What serious
mention of the yellow-footed rock wallaby, iconic to South
Australia, endangered, but flourishing at Arkaroola? But the
Seeking a Balance report is not really a report about
important conservation values, nor about seeking a balance. It
is clearly just dressed up that way.

I've known for a decade that there's uranium at Arkaroola.
I've also known that it represents just a tiny proportion of
the known uranium deposits in South Australia, and therefore,
in terms of world supply and demand, it's not of actual great
significance to anyone except the mining company that wishes
to exploit it. There so much of the stuff elsewhere in our
state that it's simply not necessary to mine this tiny bit.
It'll be mined out in a few short years and 1nev1tably leave
Arkaroola seriously scarred.
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the state. And, of no benefit to the state, a fair bit more
money made by a mining company for whom this is a relatively
small venture anyway. And for what loss? The at least partial
permanent loss of a great tourist asset, the short term loss
of tourism revenue and also the long term loss of tourism

revenue. And, even more importantly, the diminution of the
entire state of South Australia.

I enclose as photographic evidence and as part of my
submission, a DVD copy of The Tracker, so that you can see for
yourself the nonsense that Arkaroola is not of the absolute
highest possible category of landscape quality. If
preservation of any of our landscape is deemed a worthwhile
aim, Arkaroola ought be preserved from any intrusion of mining
exploration or exploitation in perpetuity.

Yours sincerely,

Rolf de\iHeer
South Australian of the Year, 2006.




